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IMPORTANT DIARY DATES
Wednesday 11 February |P.F.A Meeting in the staffroom at 8.00pm
Friday 13 February |Years 5-6 Interschool Sport starts i GPS V Bellevue PS at home
Monday 16 February |Parent/Teacher Interviews conducted this week
Tuesday 17 February | School Council Meeting at 8pm in the staffroom, Finance Meeting at 7.30pm
Friday 20 February |Years 5-6 Interschool Sport A St Bedes V GPS (away game)
Tuesday 24 February | District Swimming Carnival 9.30am fi 3.00pm Aquarena
Wednesday | 25 February |Year 3 excursion to the Western Treatment Plant 9am i 3pm
Thursday 26 February |Year 4 excursion to the Western Treatment Plant 9am /i 3pm
Thursday 26 February |Year 1 & 2 Melbourne Aquarium excursion 9am fi 2.30pm
Thursday 12 March School Photo Day
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We are all shocked and saddened following the hor-
rific bushfires that ravaged Victoria at the weekend.
Unfortunately the impact of this terrible disaster has
escalated as the week has continued. | am sure that
the school community would join with me in extending
our heartfelt compassion to all those who have en-
dured such devastating loss in these catastrophic fires
across Victoria. This tragedy will have far reaching
implications for many individuals and communities, as
they cope with the loss of life, the extent of damage
and set about rebuilding their future. Our thoughts are
with all those who have been affected by the bush-
fires, including those who have provided emergency
services and support.

The response to appeals for support for the victims of
the bushfire has been tremendous. Many students,
staff and parents have expressed a desire to contrib-
ute in some way to the Victorian Bushfire Appeal. Fol-
lowing discussions with the staff and the Leadership
team we have decided to have a special day this
Thursday, 12" February. We thought it appropriate for
our students to convey messages to those affected by
this tragedy, including support services - CFA, Palice,
Ambulance, SES and other volunteers in the form of a
message or graffiti board. These messages would
then be placed at some of the community centres.
Teachers will make judgements about the level of stu-
dent involvement as such an issue must be treated
with sensitivity and understanding. It may not be ap-
propriate for some of our younger students to be in-
volved in the same way as senior students. The theme
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ue to the unprecedented scale of this tragedy we are
encouraging families in our community to support the
appeal with a 6noted donation
tinue to support the victims of the bushfires, particu-

larly school communities, in the months ahead.
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Our school website www.greythornps.vic.edu.au also
has a direct link to the Red Cross website where you
can make secure online donations.

You may hear of a special casual day being organised
by the Department of Education & Early Childhood
Development to support the Bushfire Appeal arranged
for this Friday. Due to interschool sport commitments
on Friday we made a decision early in the week (prior
to the notification from the Department) that our spe-
cial day would be held on Thursday. We have also
made a decision that out of respect for the lives lost
and the horrendous damage caused by the bushfires
that it would be more appropriate for our students to
remain in uniform and not be distracted by casual or
free dress.

What a delight it was to welcome our new Prep stu-
dents at Mondaybés assembl y.
quickly they have settled into school, learning new
routines and getting to know their classmates. It has
been a very smooth start to 2009 for all students.
Once again, well done to you all and a special thank

you to all staff for ensuring such a successful com-
mencement to the year.


http://www.greythornps.vic.edu.au

Al so at Mondayés
were presented with
badge. This badge signifies that all Year Six students
are leaders in our school, which brings additional re-
sponsibilities, particularly leading by example and be-
ing available to assist with other students and teach-
ers around the school. We were also able to present
badges to some of our new staff members.

We also had the opportunity to offer further congratu-
lations to our 2009 School Captains, Courtney Mason
and Lucas Stambos. Courtney and Lucas were pre-
sented with their School Captains badges at the final
assembly in 2008. In selecting our School Captains
there were many skills and personal qualities taken
into account. A major
observing students
Greythorn Primary School. Courtney and Lucas have
always been excellent role models to other students
and | am confident that they will be wonderful student
leaders and fine ambassadors for Greythorn. At next
Mondaybs assembly further
announced. We are delighted that former Australian
Cricket Captain Bill Lawry will be at the assembly to
present badges to House Captains and Vice-Captains.

The School Swimming trials were held in relatively
cool conditions at the Boroondara Sports Complex on
Monday. Well done to all swimmers and divers who
competed so enthusiastically. Thanks to the parents
and teachers who assisted on the day and especially
to Ms Catia Durante for her excellent organisation of
the event. Good luck to our swimmers and divers as
they participate in the District Swimming Carnival at
Aquarena, Doncaster on Tuesday 24" February.

You will have received information about Parent/
Teacher interviews to be conducted next week. These
6getting to know youb
vi de t he opportunity for
teacher and share any relevant information about your
child.

Congratulations to Ellie MacKay (6L) who has had a
piece of her writing published in a book titled
OEmpoweredd. The book
etry and short stories
tion conducted in 2008.
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Student Accident Insurance

The Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development does not provide personal accident in-
surance for students. Parents and guardians are gen-
erally responsible for paying the cost of medical treat-
ment for injured students, including any transport
costs, unless the injury is caused by the negligence
(carelessness) of a Department or School Council em-
ployee or volunteer. Student accident insurance poli-
cies are available from the private insurance market.
These cover a range of medical expenses not covered
by Medicare. The Department is aware of two insur-
ers, JUA Underwriting Agency Pty Ltd and Willis Aus-
tralia Ltd, who provide accident insurance policies for
students. These policies provide specific benefits for
students who are injured in accidents for a reasonably
low cost. Other insurers may also do the same.
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An election is to be conducted for members of the

School Council for Greythorn Primary School.

All government schools in Victoria have a school

council. They are legally formed bodies that are given

powers to set the key directions of the school within
centrally provided guidelines.

There are 3 possible categories of membership:

1 A mandated elected parent category. Department
empl oyees can be parent
school.

1 A mandated elected Department employee cate-
gory. The Principal of the school is automatically
one of these members
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cause of their special skills interests or experi-
ences.

The term of office for members is two years. Half the
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vacancies for the annual school council elections. All
you need is the desire to work in partnership with oth-
ers to help shape the

Nomination forms for the vacancies on School
Council are available from the Office. If you cannot
come to school to collect forms, we would be
pleased to receive a telephone call from you re-
guesting that we send forms home with your eld-
est child.

If there are more nominations received than there are
vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted in the
two weeks after the call for nominations has closed.

Vacancies:
to
hood Development members

Nominations close at 4.00 pm. on Wednesday 18 ™

February 2009.
Pl ease also see the
acadlll d otri oo mo fn ag e loevcst. éd

or the process for filling vacancies, please contact me.
The Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday
17" March, after which the 2009 School Council will

meet. %N

School
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Can you play the piano?

If you are able to play the piano and would like to be
involved in accompanying the Junior or Senior Choir
this year we would | ove t
further information about this, please call in and see
me in the school hall after school any day or leave a

message at the school office. Thanks.

Joy Odoud Music Teacher
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EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE

The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is pro-
vided to assist eligible families with the costs associ-
ated with the education of their children.

To be eligible for receipt of the EMA you must:

1 be either a parent or guardian of a primary; and

1 be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pen-
sion, allowance or benefit within the meaning of
the State Concessions Act 2004 or be a Veter-
ans Affairs (TPI) pensioner or be a foster par-
ent.

Consequently parents/guardians are able to access
the EMA if they have a valid Health Care Card or valid
Pension Card.

The eligibility criteria must be met as at the first
day of Term 1 (28 January 2009 which is the first
day for teaching staff).

The EMA application must be submitted to the
school by 27 February 2009 .

The EMA provides an annual amount of $221 for pri-
mary students and is paid in two instalments. This
amount is split evenly between the parents/guardians
and the school.

Parents with continuing eligibility, who are paid the
first instalment of 2009 through this school will not be
required to complete a new application for the second
instalment. Parents who transfer children to another
school after 27 February 2009 and prior to or on 7 Au-
gust 2009, must reapply at the new school for the sec-
ond instalment.

EMA application forms are available from the school
office.

LOST PROPERTY |

In 2008 a large proportion of lost/misplaced school
clothing was unable to be returned to the owners be-
cause there was no identification label or the

STUDENT BANKING |

The Commonweal th
school & Student B
during the school term. There are no
transaction or account fees and it is a
great way to save for such things as
High School fees, uniforms and books, or maybe a
holiday. Banking on a weekly basis helps establish
important skills of money management. Application
forms are available from the office.

Student Banking Co-ordinator

FRENCH CLUB

There will be very simple elections for the French Club
Representatives next Tuesday 17th February in the
French room. We will elect the Year 3, 4, 5 and 6
reps. Please come at 1.10pm either to stand as a rep-
resentative or to vote. See you at 1.10pm next Tues-
day.

Madame Holt.

UNIFORM SHOP

PLEASE NOTE: The Uniform Shop is closed next

Wednesday 18th February. It will be open on Fri-
day morning as usual, 8.30am & 9.39am.

PLEASE NOTE: The Recycle Shop is no longer

s

open on a Friday afternoon.
RECYCLE SHOP HOURS
WEDNESDAY 3.000 3.30PM
FRIDAY 9.00-9.30AM

GYPSIES REGISTRATION |

(Greythorn Primary School Instrumental Ensemble)
Registration tomorrow (Thursday)
1pm in the school hall
New members are most welcome for students who
have some experience learning an orchestral instru-
ment. Rehearsals will be starting next Thursday

th .
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This year please label all items of school apparel pref-

Thank you
Lost Property Officer

ello’ to past members and” hopefully meeting some
new students as well. For enquiries please call me on
9857 7440.

Marita Rosenberg
Music Director

erably with sew-on or iron-on labels.
0000000000008 80090

CANTEEN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 2009
Dear Parents: The Canteen needs your help to fill our roster for this term.. If you would like to volunteer
your time (from 10.30am f 1.30pm once a month) we have many vacancies available.
Please fill in the form below and return either to the office or the Canteen.
If you have any queries | can be contacted at the Canteen or ring me on 9898 3649 A.H.
Many Thanksi Lynne Archdall ~ Canteen Manager
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Nameéééééééééeéeeée. . ééééé Phone Nc éééeé.
A Childoés Nameééééééecécéécéeéeéeéeéeéé. . Gr éééé
X f,"v Circle the appropriate Day:

| am available: Mon  Tues Wed Thurs Fri



AFTER SCHOOL BASKETBALL

How would you like to play basketball with
your school friends?

Organise a group of &8 friends, find a coach
DQG \RXTUH UHDG\ WR UHJLVWHU

Forms are available at the school office and must be rej
turned by
Wednesday 18February 2009 with $6.00 registration fej

Cost per game is $4.00 and games are played at the S
hans Road, Bulleen Stadium.

Times for matches vary each wegk10, 4:50, 5:30, 6:10

Grade 6 boys and girls play on Mondays.

Grade 4/5 boys play on Wednesdays.

Grade 2/3 boys play on Tuesdays.

Grade 2/3 and grade 4/5 girls play on Thursdays.

Maximum of 2 girls can play in a boys team.
No boys can play in a girls team.

Contact Louise Cameron (0439 034 360) if you have any

queries.
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CATECHIST PROGRAM

J)DPLOLHYVY DUH LQYLWHG WR HQURO |
that will commence in first term on Tuesday 10 March 2009.
program provides general religious instruction and prepares
dren for the sacraments of reconciliation, first communion
FRQILUPDWLRQ &ODVVHV ZLOO EH
afternoons between 4.00ptt.45pm.

Preparations for first communion will commence at first lesson o

10 March 2009.

Enrolments details are as follows:

Date: Tuesday 3 March 2009

Time: 4.00pm=+4.45pm.

9HQXH 6W %ULGJIJHWY TV FKXUFK 62
For further information please contact Wendy Davis on ¢
8338 or 9096 0490.
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& Contact Vivienne Rush (Mum of Harry Rush 1R)

LEARNING THROUGH POSITIVE PLAY
Cnr Midvale Ave and Turnley Street, North Balwyn

2009
4 vear old vacancies

Dedicated teachers

Great facilities
Innovative programs

A happy and safe environment
where your child can learn and grow.

for enrolment enquiries please contact:

City of Boroondara 9278 4444

Under 8 indoor soccer -
oG Dw swWgoeedyaw v RQ 7XHVGD\

Are you are in Year 1 and interested in join-

ing a soccer team? If so we play on Fridays after
school at Boroondara Sports Complex in a competi-
tion with 3 other Greythorn based teams, amongst
others. Have fun, meet some new friends and burn
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on 9857 5916

JOIN OUR CHORUS

The Melbourne Chorus is a dynamic and award winning
womends chorus who sing fou
style. We are conducting a 4 week program commencing on
Wednesday, 4" March 2009 at the Kew Music Centre,
Beresford Street Kew from 7:15pm for one hour. The inten-
sive program will teach the basics of singing barbershop
and participants will receive a learning CD, sheet music and
other educational handouts. The cost is $10 per session
(redeemable towards future membership) plus $5 for the
CD and sheet music. Phone Wendy on 0431 140 450 or
visit our website (www.melbourne chorus.org.au) to regis-
ter.
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