
IMPORTANT DIARY DATES  

Friday  20 February   Years 5 -6 Interschool Sport ñSt Bedes V GPS (away game) 

Tuesday 24 February   District Swimming Carnival 9.30am ñ3.00pm Aquarena 

Wednesday 25 February   Year 3 excursion to the Western Treatment Plant 9am ñ3pm 

Thursday  26 February   Year 4 excursion to the Western Treatment Plant 9am ñ3pm 

Thursday  26 February   Year 1 & 2 Melbourne Aquarium excursion 9am ñ2.30pm 

Friday  27 February   Years 5 -6 Interschool Sport ñGPS V Balwyn PS (home game) 

Monday 2 March   Presentation at Assembly of Junior School Council badges  

Tuesday 10 March   Noumea Meeting for parents & students (both tours) in Library at 7.00pm  

Thursday  12 March   School Photo Day 

Tuesday 24 March   School Council A.G.M at 7.30pm followed by School Council Meeting at  

 8.00pm in the staffroom  
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PRINCIPALõS REPORT 

 

WOODS 
Captains:  Kimberley K  Alistair F  
Vice-Captains: Michelle S   Christian T  
 

WRIGHT 
Captains:  Caity K   Eanna O 
Vice-Captains: Jessica D   John S  
 

Please note that photos of House Captains and Vice 
Captains will appear in next weekôs newsletter. 
 

At assembly we also announced the óHouseô groups 
for the Preps and other new students to Greythorn. 
The House Captains and Vice-Captains delivered the 
badges to the eager recipients later in the day. Iôm 
sure they are all looking forward to proudly represent-
ing their óHouseô in the classroom and in a range of 
school activities.  
 

At next Mondayôs assembly further leadership posi-
tions will be announced. Music Captains, French Club 
Leaders and Social Service Leaders will be presented 
with their badges. 
 

Students from Years One to Six have been preparing 
and presenting speeches to their class as part of the 
election of representatives on the Junior School Coun-
cil. The names of Junior School Councillors will be 
published in next weekôs Newsletter and badges pre-
sented at assembly on Monday 2

nd
 March. 

 

Bushfire Appeal  
The response from our school community to the Bush-
fire Appeal last week was outstanding. Last Thursday 

We were most fortunate to have former Australian 
Cricket Captain and television commentator Bill Lawry 
at Assembly on Monday to present our House Cap-
tains and Vice-Captains with their badges. Mr Lawry 
addressed the assembly commenting on the vital role 
of leaders in sport, the community and in schools. He 
also stayed after assembly and spent time talking with 
and answering some very interesting questions from 
our Years Five and Six students. It was a privilege for 
us to have such a high profile and respected leader 
join us for these leadership presentations. 
 

Leadership is an important aspect of the Year Six cur-
riculum. As part of their study on Leadership, students 
prepare and in most cases deliver a speech to their 
House group and teachers. I was most impressed with 
the quality and content of the speeches that I heard. 
Following the speeches Year Five and Six students 
elect their House Captains and Vice-Captains. Well 
done to all Year Six students who nominated as 
House Captains and presented in front of their peers 
and teachers. 
Congratulations to our House Captains and Vice Cap-
tains for 2009:  
 

ALLEN  
Captains:   Bree H  Matthew O  
Vice-Captains: Vanessa E   Tristan D  
 

GARDINER 
Captains:  Rachel T   Liam D  
Vice-Captains: Tammy T   Luke G  



we had a óBring a Note- Write a Noteô day where stu-
dents had the opportunity to send messages to those 
affected by and involved in fighting the fires. The mes-
sages from our students were sincere and full of emo-
tion, displaying genuine empathy for all involved. The 
contributions from families totalled $5562, an amazing 
effort. Included in this Newsletter are some photos of 
emergency and CFA workers with some of our stu-
dentsô messages and some extracts from those mes-
sages. Many thanks to Mr Ross Verinder who deliv-
ered the messages to the relief centre last weekend.  
 

I mentioned last week that we would continue to assist 
communities and particularly schools with further fund-
raising and physical support where and when appro-
priate. The next fundraising activity will be a raffle. A 
most thoughtful parent has donated a Wii- Sports 
(Nintendo) to be used as a prize. Students will be 
given the opportunity to buy tickets over the next 
week. Our House Captains and Vice Captains will be 
selling the tickets at 1.00pm (lunch time) outside the 
office on the following days: Friday  20

th
 ï Years 3 & 4 

students; Tuesday 24
th
 - Prep, Year 1 & Year 2 stu-

dents; Wednesday 25
th
 ï Year 5 & 6 students; Thurs-

day 26
th
 February will be the final selling day for all 

year levels. The raffle will be drawn at assembly on 
Monday 2

nd
 March. Any parents who would like to pur-

chase tickets can do so at the office. Please check 
further details in this Newsletter. 
 

The school website is an excellent way of keeping up 
to date with school activities whilst adding to our ability 
to raise funds. Please take notice of the article below 
written by Alex Nitsos, our Website manager, with 
news of how to receive your Newsletter online.  
 

Please note the change of date for the School Council 
Annual General Meeting.  This will now be held on 
Tuesday March 24

th
 at 7.30pm followed by the School 

Council Meeting at 8.00pm. 
  

CLASS LIST INFORMATION  

With this weekôs newsletter you will 
have received a Class Lists form.  If 
you would like your name and contact 
details included on the Class List, 
please ensure that you sign the form 
and return it to the office by Friday 

27
th
 February 2009 ï no late forms will be in-

cluded.  Please note that a form must be signed and 
returned for each child attending the school.  Spare 
copies are available at the office.  Thank you. 
 

PFA Committee 

Gypsies rehearsals will begin tomorrow morning at 
7.45am in the hall.   
New students welcome. 
 
Marita Rosenbergð0439 350 480 

GYPSIES NEWS 

Have you thought about registering 
for an online email alert when our 
newsletter, óGreythorn Reading,ô is 
published on our website? 
 

There is a direct link to this site via 
our website now! 
Our newsletter currently goes home with the eldest 
child in the family every Wednesday.  We intend to 
reduce the number of printed copies of the newsletter, 
so once you subscribe you will no longer receive a 
hard copy. 
 

Please note that Greythorn Primary School takes your 
privacy very seriously. Any information collected 
through the subscription form will only be used for the 
delivery of our website's services. 
 

Alex NitsosðGPS Website Manager 

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION 

Our first meeting for the year will be held in the Staf-
froom at 5.00pm on Tuesday 3rd March. 
 

The committee will continue the necessary role of pol-
icy review as well as focusing on, discussing and dis-
seminating important information regarding curriculum 
developments across our school and the progress of 
our School Strategic Plan. This sub committee of 
School Council also endeavors to lead and inform the 
school community of current and future curriculum 
developments. 
 

We are looking forward to seeing anyone interested in 
becoming part of a forum where parents of our com-
munity, and teachers of our school, discuss Curricu-
lum programs and policies at length. 
 

Sharon SaitlikðAssistant Principal 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 2009 

School Captains, Courtney and Lucas, with former 
Australian Cricket Captain, Bill Lawry. 



The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is pro-
vided to assist eligible families with the costs associ-
ated with the education of their children.   
To be eligible for receipt of the EMA you must: 

¶ be either a parent or guardian of a primary; and 

¶ be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pen-
sion, allowance or benefit within the meaning of 
the State Concessions Act 2004 or be a Veter-
ans Affairs (TPI) pensioner or be a foster par-
ent. 

The eligibility criteria must be met as at the first 
day of Term 1 (28 January 2009  which is the first 
day for teaching staff).  
The EMA application must be submitted to the 
school by 27 February 2009 . 
EMA application forms are available from the school 
office. 

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE  

PrepsðIndoor Soccer -We need you!  
Are you are in Prep and interested in joining a soccer 
team? If so we play on Fridays after school at Boroondara 
Sports Complex in a competition with 3 other Greythorn based 
teams, amongst others.  Have fun, meet some new friends and 
burn off some of that extra energy! 
Contact Louise Graham on 9857 6272 

Netball  
OPPORUNITY TO JOIN A NETBALL TEAM 
Netball is a great game for students from Grade 2 up. A 
netball team in Doncaster is looking for additional players. If you 
are in grade 2, 3 or 4 please come and join in the fun 
Tuesdayôs after school in the gym at Doncaster Primary School (10 
minutes up the road). For more information contact Annette 0418 
320 138 

ART SMOCKS 

SPORT 

3 REASONS WHY FAMILIES SHOULD  

WALK TO SCHOOL  

Itôs friendly. You can meet and make friends 
on the way. It keeps everyone fit. Start the 
day with fresh air and exercise. You will feel great! Itôs 
less stressful than driving and there are no parking 
problems. To find out about our Walking School Buses 
please contact marenscorgie@hotmail.com or mobile 
number 0448 905 309. 
 

Maren ScorgieðWalking School Bus Co-ordinator 

WALKING SCHOOL BUS  

Every student is expected to have an 
art smock to protect their school uni-
form against paints and glues. 
There are still several students who 
are yet to return their art smock for 
the new school year. They need to be 
returned immediately. Suitable 
smocks are available, in three sizes, 
from our recycle shop. Please avoid 
buying your child a plastic smock as they are uncom-
fortable to wear on hot days. They also cause a safety 
risk when water drips from them onto the floor. If you 
have any queries regarding art smocks please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 
 

Elizabeth TurleyðArt Teacher 

Saturday 28 th February  
1pm to 7:30pm  

Weybridge St, Surrey Hills  
 

Great food &  Wine, 

Entertainment, Stalls, 

Giant trash and treasure 

Games &  Rides 

 

Trinity Gym Club  
Trinity Gym Club offers a program of gym-

nastics, games, ball skills and competition, 

regardless of skill level, in a fun, safe and encouraging environment. It 

is focused on children aged 6 ð 15 years, on Friday evenings.  There 

are also special nights for swimming games, rock -climbing, and an 

annual camp for children and parents.  

Where? Youth Centre, Sutton St, Nth Balwyn (Rear Trinity Uniting 

Church, Doncaster Rd, Nth Balwyn)  

 

Contact? Kate, President, 9899 1936 or 409 752 801 or Mary, Mem-

bership Secretary, on 9859 7281, 0421 643 470, or mary-

cas@netspace.net.au for more information.  
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