
IMPORTANT DIARY DATES  

Thursday  26 March   Year 6 Class Photos and Student Leader Photos  

Friday  27 March   Year 5 & 6 Interschool Sport  GPS V OHR (Home game)  

Friday  3 April   Year 5 & 6 Interschool Sport finals matches  

Friday  3 April   Term 1 concludesñstudents dismissed at 2.30pm  

Monday 20 April   Term 2 commences 

Tuesday 21 April   Somers Camp 21-29 April  

Wednesday 29 April   Year 4 CampñOasis ( 3 days)  

Monday 4 May  2010 Prep Information evening 7pm to 8pm  

Saturday  9 May  2010 Prep Information morning 10am to 11am  
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adopting one of the building templates.  From a school 
perspective we have the opportunity to build a facility 
that will add significantly to our resources. We are in 
the fortunate position that we have the space to ac-
commodate one of the templates provided. Many 
schools, particularly in the Boroondara area do not 
have the required space and will have to take into ac-
count additional costs for architecture, project man-
agement and demolition. We have opted for a multi-
purpose centre that will include a full size basketball 
court, additional learning areas, kitchen, storage areas 
and full change/bathroom facilities. A number of sites 
were considered taking into consideration the size and 
function of the proposed building. At this stage it is 
planned to place the new building on part of the bot-
tom oval. What needs to be remembered is that the 
Building Education Revolution is not based on an edu-
cational imperative but clearly designed to stimulate 
construction and create jobs on the local and national 
scene. It is also intended that these facilities be avail-
able for ólow useô by the local community. Schools se-
lected in the first round of funding can expect that con-
struction of these new facilities will commence in May 
this year and will be completed by December. We re-
main very optimistic and eagerly await this bonus ad-
dition to our school facilities. 
 

Sincere thanks to the small but willing band of workers 
who attended the working bee on Saturday afternoon. 
There is always much to be done in a school of this 
size and your efforts are greatly appreciated. One of 
the major tasks undertaken at the working bee was 
the spreading of ósoftfallô in and around the playground 

You may have heard recent news of The Common-
wealth Governmentôs education economic stimulus 
package. $14.7 billion has been committed over three 
years to Australian schools through the Building the 
Education Revolution (BER) program. The BER pro-
gram begins this year and will provide schools with 
new facilities and refurbishments to better meet the 
needs of 21

st
 century learning. In addition to this, it will 

create numerous jobs within local communities. 
 

There are two specific programs that are relevant for 
Primary Schools. The National Schools Pride Pro-
gram  (NSP) where every Australian school will be eli-
gible to receive funding for construction of small scale 
infrastructure and/or minor refurbishment projects. 
Funding will be allocated on the basis of student enrol-
ments. We are eligible to receive up to $200,000 in 
this program and have submitted a proposal that in-
cludes construction of an outdoor learning centre, 
shade structures and minor refurbishments. The sec-
ond program is Primary Schools for the 21st Cen-
tury  where funding will be provided for the construc-
tion of facilities including libraries, multi-purpose halls, 
sheltered outdoor learning areas or early learning fa-
cilities or refurbishment of existing facilities. Funding is 
based strictly on enrolment bands and a school of our 
size is eligible for an amount of $3,000,000. Schools 
are being strongly encouraged to adopt specific tem-
plate designs. The timeline for the submission of these 
proposals is extremely tight. There are many ques-
tions about the provision of these facilities that remain 
unanswered and some negative implications for not 



 

UNIFORM & RECYCLE SHOPS 

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE  

Uniform shop hours for checking sizes etc. are: 
WEDNESDAY 3.00 TO 4.00PM 

FRIDAY 8.30 TO 9.30AM  
EFTPOS available 

 

RECYCLE SHOP HOURS 
WEDNESDAY 3.00ð3.30PM 

FRIDAY 9.00-9.30AM 
The Recycle Shop is located on the other side of the French room. 

FRENCH  

NOUMEA STUDY TOURS 
Accounts posted early last week are due TODAY! 
Please donôt be late. 
 

ALLIANCE FRAN¢AISE POETRY COMPETITION 
Entry forms are being distributed to Years 4, 5 
and 6 French students for the Annual Alliance 
Fran­aise Competition.  The pink form MUST 
be returned no later than the first Friday of 
Term 2, April 24th. 
 

No late entries can be accepted.  Please forward 
$4.20 and the completed form in the envelope pro-
vided (or one of you own) to the office. 
 

Merci beaucoup, 
Sally Holt 

area. Thanks so much to Kay Gardner for overseeing 
the working bee and taking on the role of coordinating 
the Grounds Committee this year. With the anticipated 
construction and extra work to take place during the 
year we expect to have a number of projects that will 
be completed at working bees. Your support, either 
paying the Grounds levy or attending a working bee, is 
vital to continue developing and maintaining our facili-
ties. 
 

School Council AGM & Election of Office Bearers  
The Annual General Meeting of School Council was 
held last night. Reports from various sub-committees, 
including the schoolôs Annual Report were tabled and 
presented at this meeting. Following the AGM, the first 
meeting of the 2009 School Council took place. Office 
bearers for the next twelve months were elected. The 
structure of the School Council for 2009 is as follows: 
 

President:   Bill Thiel 
Vice-Presidents:  Nick Daicos  Catherine Elmes 
Minute Secretary:  Vicky Poulton (DEECD member) 
Principal/Treasurer     Geoff Agnew 
Parent members: Kirsty Macafee, Lisa Dunlop, Elea-
nor Fairbairn, Justin Klvac, Mark Lobo 
PFA representative: Kathy Jackson  
Department of Education and Early Childhood Devel-
opment members: Sharon Saitlik, Fiona Limoli; one 
casual vacancy to be filled. 
Thank you to all members of School Council for their 
commitment to this vital role.  
 

Retiring councillors were acknowledged at the AGM. 
Jon Hrbek, Deb Krumples and Peter Hunter have 
given great service to the school over a number of 
years as members of School Council. On behalf of the 
school community I would like to express our sincere 
gratitude to Jon, Deb and Peter for their contribution to 
Greythorn Primary School. 
 
Good luck to our Chess teams as they participate in 
two tournaments this week. One team will be compet-
ing at Kerrimuir Primary School today and another 
team will be at Brighton Grammar School on Friday. 
All the best!  

For the families who requested that the allowance be 
paid by cheque, these have been received at the 
school.    A letter was sent home yesterday with fur-
ther information.  For the families who requested an 
Electronic Funds Transfer [EFT], these were paid into 
bank accounts last week. If anyone who claims this 
allowance has any further questions please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 
 

Sue BroadbentðBusiness Manager 

GOOD FRIDAY APPEAL  

Greythorn Primary School will again support 
the Royal Childrenôs Hospital Good Friday 
Appeal. Flyers with envelope attached are 
being sent home with this newsletter. Please 
forward your donations to the office.  Dona-
tions of $2.00 or more are tax deductible.  
Thank you for your support of this very worthy appeal 

BOYSô ROUNDERS  
On Friday 13th March the Boysô Rounders 
Team played Balwyn North PS. We played 
really well as a team but unfortunately we 
lost 20-2.  We all still encouraged our team even when 
the die was cast.  Everyone did something to lift our 
spirits.  Great job everyone and letôs hope we can win 
next week!  Great job to Seb and John for great bat-
ting and Jacob for his best game all year!  That slide 
was amazing! PS ï Great game boys! 
By Paul 5S 

SPORT 

Thank you to the eight parents who attended 
the working bee last Saturday.  It was a 
pretty hot day but we managed to move a 
large pile of soft fall under and around the 
play equipment as well as a bit of a clean up.   
Unfortunately we didnôt get as much done as weôd 
hoped due to the low numbers, but those who at-
tended put in 100%, so thank you once again. 
 

Kay GardnerðGrounds Committee 

GROUNDS 



EARTH HOUR 2009 

LOST 

Cindy (5M) has misplaced her new windcheater.   
If found please return to 5M. 
 

Anthony W (2H) has lost his school jacket.  Please 
return to 2H 

At 8:30pm on Saturday March 28, 72 coun-
tries around the world will be turning off their 
lights for Earth Hour.  The first Earth Hour was 
in 2007, with only Sydney participating.  In 
2008, 24 cities around the globe took part in 
flicking their switches.  56% of Melbournians got in-
volved last year, but this year, we need EVERYONE 
to do their part in saving our future.  Itôs just as simple 
as flicking the switch ï how hard can that be? 
 

This Saturday, all you need to do is turn off at least 
some lights in your house for an hour.  Try to turn off 
the TV, computer and things like Playstations 
too.  Even if you arenôt passionate about the environ-
ment, at least try because every little bit helps and itôs 
the smallest things that make the biggest differences! 
 

So make sure youôre involved in Earth Hour 2009! 

Perri KðSustainability Committee 

 

 

 

 

HELP OUR ENVIRONMENT  

Itõs easyééééé. 
 

Register on the exciting new Greythorn P.S. Website to 
receive your weekly newsletter online! 

www.greythornps.vic.edu.au 



 

Two Large Easter Baskets  
50c per ticket 

Drawn Thursday 2nd April 2009 

Tickets are on sale in classrooms! GPS Easter Raffle

Tickets Now Selling

50c a ticket

Drawn Thursday April 2nd

Tickets on Sale at Office
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You must sign up before this Thursday!  
Who will be the Greythorn Guru Tipper?!  

Sign up on the GPS website :  

www.greythornps.vic.edu.au 

For any families who have not yet returned their chocolate money, 
could they please do so by this Friday 27th March. 
 
We have had a number of families return full boxes of chocolates.  If 
there is anyone who could sell some more, boxes are available from 
the Office.  When chocolates were first distributed we did not have 
enough to give to the Year 3 classes so if any Year 3 families could now take a box it 
would be much appreciated. 


