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IMPORTANT DIARY DATES
Wednesday 13 May PFA Meeting in the staffroom at 8.00pm

Thursday 14 May School Cross Country 12noon to 3.00pm i CANTEEN CLOSED

Friday 15 May Interschool Sport v St Bedes (away match)

Friday 15 May 1D, 1R, 1V visit Belmore Shops 9-10.30am

Sunday 17 May Senior Choir 2 .00pm Boroondara Eisteddfod Final at Hawthorn Town Hall
Tuesday 19 May Education Week fi Greythorn PS Open Afternoon from 2.00pm to 3.15pm.
Tuesday 19 May Year 1 Swimming begins

Tuesday 19 May French Club at 1.10pmfi Tintin DVD

Tuesday 19 May School Council Meeting in the staffroom at 8.00pm
Thursday 21 May 1B visit Belmore Shops 9 -10.30am

Friday 22 May Noumea Tour 1 departs

Friday 22 May Interschool Sport v Balwyn North (home game)
Thursday 28 May District Cross Country 12pm to 3pm at Koonung Reserve Balwyn North

PRI NCI PAL C~) S R %)rpq IiR‘nq‘them to compete in the finals next Sun-
a

Some of our students who
Walking School Bus gave a graphic presentation and
demonstrated wi t h O0bl ack
greenhouse gases that can be saved by walking to
school. With National Walk to School Day planned for
Friday 15" May, it is possible that we could prevent a
huge amount of greenhouse gas from entering the
atmosphere and impacting on our environment. We
hope that all students (and parents) will support Walk
to School Day in some way.

Our sustainability committee is currently supporting an
appeal being conducted by the Melbourne Zoo. By
collecting old mobile phones and extracting a chemical
contained in the phones, it is possible to lessen mining
in West Africa therefore protecting the habitat of goril-

|l as which is under threat.

K (6L) and Stanley N (6E) showed us how many

y. The choir also performed last Friday night at the
Bé¢senaCergré and fromn alk regorts adceivedna miogh
enthusiastic ovation following their entertaining per-
forenbnicedo Gangradulatibnk ® allachow mentbers arfd
special thanks to Mrs Joy Odou for her work in training
and preparing the choir for the Eisteddfod and to ac-
companist, Brett Rosenberg. We wish the choir well
for the finals on Sunday. Thanks also to Mrs Janice
Miller and Mrs Vicky Poulton for their support.

Over the past weeks a number of parents have been
involved in training sessions to assist them to under-
take the role of a o6¢cl as
preciate the support that parents provide in the class-
room and sincerely thank the forty-two parents who
attended these sessions. Special thanks to Ms Di
Bewley and Miss Liz Miller for their organisation and

Before and After School Hours Care Program: 9857 6643
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phones have been collectedVeaF lP%iggJ%"r‘g?;g LPetﬁgrfg’hoéeﬁqhq_pl Fypg Run&

families would have an old phone lying around at
home that has past its use by date. | managed to find
four without moving outside my office!

Our Senior Choir participated in the heats of the
Boroondara Eisteddfod last Thursday. Their perform-
ance was well received by the audience and adjudica-

Cross Country e tomorrow at Greythorn
Park. Over the past few years this event has been ex-
tremely successful. It provides the opportunity for all
students to participate

as well as mixing with students at other year levels.
We are grateful to those parents who have volun-
teered to assist as officials and invite everyone to

and c



come along and enjoy this whole school activity.
Thanks to Ms Catia Durante for her thorough organi-
sation of the Cross Country event.

The attendance at our two Prep Information sessions
conducted over the past week was significantly high.
Interest in our school is very strong with parents thor-
oughly researching many
formance. At this stage | envisage that enrolment lev-
els for 2010 will also be relatively high and would en-
courage all families with Preps for next year to com-
plete enrolment procedures as soon as possible. Once
again, my thanks to Miss Karla Ellard, staff members
and parents who assisted at our extremely successful
Information sessions.

Well done to the Year 4 students who sang to us at
assembly about Mari ods Pl
vourite pastime 1 eating pizza!

Next week is Education Week across Victoria. We will
be holding an o6open afMayr
from 2.00pm until 3.15pm. During this time regular
classes will operate and parents, grandparents and
friends are most welcome to wander into classrooms
and see our students at work.

In a dynamic community such as Greythorn Primary
School there will be occasions when parents may
want to discuss or share information about a concern
or issues that have arisen. It is often the case that
once a matter is discussed and some background in-
formation and perspective provided that concerns can
be eased. If you do take the time to write to me please
have the courtesy to provide return contact details.
Anonymous letters serve no useful purpose and do

not resolve anything. %ﬁ

NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

Literacy and Numeracy 12 -14 May 2009

This week the Year 3 and Year 5 students are in the
process of completing The National Assessment Pro-
gram - Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests.

The NAPLAN tests are conducted by the Victorian
Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) on be-
half of the Ministerial Council on Education, Employ-
ment, Training and Youth Affairs.

The results of the tests provide diagnostic information
for parents and teachers
in literacy and numeracy. This information can be
used to support teaching and learning programs and
improve student achievement.

Later in the year, you Wwi
report. The report will describe their particular skills in
reading, writing, language conventions and numeracy.
The report will also show how your child performed in
relation to national benchmarks. These benchmarks
describe minimum acceptable standards for students
across Australia. It must be remembered however,

as

that the results of this testing only provide a snapshot

of your <childdés overall per fc
provide a definitive indication of their overall perform-

ance level.

We are confident that the information that you receive

as a result of our _childbés p
R&<L illSbe Qaluable fhehelping 6091 %! a8s8ss Pobir’ -
childds progress in Literacy

For more information about the tests, please visit the
VCAA website at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the
NAPLAN website at www.naplan.edu.au.

Sharon Saitlik
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PREMI ER6S READI NG CHA|LLEN!

Over 400 students are now registered for the
“ s Regdipg Ghallengey This is theyhighest num-
r\;{@ ber of students ever at Greythorn Primary! All

students who are reading through Challenge
books should complete the Challenge and receive
their certificates.

<>
@

In Prepd Year 2 the 30 titles required will be read be-
tween the class room and the library. Many class-
rooms have read this number already. Teachers are
keeping a class record and will enter updates. In
Years 38 6, the students need to read 15 titles i 10
from the Challenge list. This is easily achieved for our
students who have regular library borrowing sessions
and all Greythorn students are keen borrowers. If
there is a need to add extra books towards the end of
the Challenge, this will be supported with quick reads
that are on the Challenge lists. Class room teachers
will let you know if you need to help with logging titles
for your child onto the website. Year 4 i Year 6 stu-
dents are able to enter their own titles. They are able
to do this at school or at home and have learnt how to
do this in library lessons. Please note extra titles may
be added but this is not highlighted on the certificates.

Students may read from across the complete Chal-
lenge list with the permission of their teacher.

Thanks to Miss Roth who is keeping titles on display in
the library. Challenge books all have a yellow dot to
identify them. We have until August to complete the
challenge.

Happy Reading!
Liz Miller, Sharon Roth & Cheryl Williams

PARENT HELPERS TRAINING

Thank you to all parents who attended the Early Years

Parent Helper Training Program. We appreciate the
compiment yoy madg 1o atienditiese Sepons: We, ¢ o
had '4Z parénts’ attending part or, all of the program.

For those of you who completed 2 or more sessions

you should have received a certificate care of your

child. If you missed out please let Di Bewley or me

know.

Liz Miller


http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.naplan.edu.au/

SPORT

| | cROSS COUNTRY/FUN RUN THURSDAY 14 MAY

Football

The mixed football team played Balwyn .z

P.S the end score was 72-8 we won. A

great game to everyone! We all played really well as a
team. Thanks to Mrs. Limoli for coaching and John
Verbi for umpiring and Peter Mandis for doing the
boundary umpiring.

By Tristan 6L.

Girlsd Soccer

Last Friday, the girlso6 s
We played a great game and won 1 1 nil. Congratula-
tions to Bella for scoring and Bella and Jess for great
goalkeeping. Everybody else played really well too.

By Perri, captain of the match.

Girlsdéd Teeball

On Friday the 8" of May t he
team played Balwyn. The scores were 14-8,
we won. We all played well and a special
mention to Bethany for persisting with her
catching and getting 3 people out and to Eliza for roll-
ing the ball so smoothly. Well done to everyone!!

By Nadia

Girl sd Netball
Last Friday the
scores were 33-0 we WON !!!!

| would like to say well done to Balwyn because they
had never played netball before and it was still a great
match. Also well done to
usually play as goalers. Thanks to the girls for playing
a great match against Balwyn. Thanks Miss Allen for
taking us to Balwyn and coaching us.

By Laylaa

Mixed Netball

Last Friday the mixed netball team played Bal-

wyn. The scores were 17 to 4,we won.

Well done to the team for playing really well,

great shooting. Thank you to Miss Allen for coaching
us.

By Natalie P 5A

Boysd Soccer

On Friday the boys soccer team played Bal-
wyn PS. We all played a great game and we
deserved to win. In the end we won 3-0. Spe-
cial mentions to Matt O with his outstanding
running and defence in the back line and stopping de-
fenders from scoring. Many thanks to Mr Santa for

Girl sbo

coaching.

By Lucas

Boysd Tee ball

Last Friday the Boyso e
Balwyn Primary. It was a great game and we g
won . The score was 21-17.Well done to Nick

F (5m) for his triple play. Many thanks to Ms. =
Durante for coaching.

By John S 6k

FREE
One pass for 2 adults and 2 children to the Edge at Eureka
Skydeck. Expires on 15 May. Does not admit to the
Eureka Skydeck but to the Edge Glass Cube Experience.
If interested please contact the Office

0 C

Just a reminder that tomorrow is the School Cross
Country and Fun Run for Prep i Year 6 at Greythorn
Park, commencing at 1.00pm and finishing at approxi-
mately 3.00pm. Students will begin walking to the park
at 12.30pm. They will be competing for House points
and it would be fantastic to see each student dressed
in their House colours. Please ensure that your child
wears appropriate footwear (no spikes allowed), is
suitably dressed for the weather conditions, brings his/
her escrhoo& gat rT(]:irink Ib%ttle, spnsereen andnan
asthfha medicaf?on if rgquire@{. Eisted befow ¥ An'out-

line of the afternoonds
Year 2 Boys 1km
Year 2 Girls 1km
Year 1 Boys 750m
Year 1 Girls 750m
Prégps e bal | Boys/Girls 500m
11 years Boys 3km
11 years Girls 3km
9/10 years Boys 2km
9/10 years Girls 2km
12/13 years Boys 3km
12/13 years Girls 3km

Students in the 9/10 years, 11 years and 12/13 years

eligible to participate at District level. As mentioned in
l ast weekods
years by the 31%' December to be eligible to compete

Ca District le?eh The BistricthGdss Cauntdy will benof t

Thursday 28th May at Koonung Creek Reserve, Bal-
wyn North from 12.30pm to 3.00pm

Many thanks to all the parents who have volunteered
to help out on the day. Parents who have offered to
set up/pack up will need to meet at Greythorn Park at
12.00pm, those who are assisting in walking students
to the park wildl need to
12.20pm and course marshalls will need to be at the
park at 12.30pm.

Please note that there are no canteen lunch orders on
Thursday. Looking forward to a wonderful afternoon.

Catia Durante-PE/Sport Coordinator

@

SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE

Thank you to everyone who has donated a phone to
the Sustainability Committee. We have 58 mobiles in
total, which is just over halfway towards our target of
100. We need everyone to help by donating a phone
or two (or four, thanks Mr. Agnew!) If everyone can put
in then we will reach our goal of 100 phones in no
time!l Sb pleade briyigeydur cddgn@biles g the 5S class-
room.

RECYCLE SHOP |

The cold weather is here!l Come and visit the
Recycle Shop and find some great winter bar-
gains.

Windcheaters & Track pantsd only $5 each.

All money raised goes towards various fundraising
projects at our school.

newsl etter, a
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FRENCH

COMING UP!
The Recorder & Percussion Ensemble
are performing on stage
at Assembly
next Monday 18th May

Students need to be on stage at 8.20am
in preparation for their performance

Congratulations!
Congratulations to our Senior Choir on being selected
for the Finals of the Boroondara Eisteddfod and on a
brilliant performance last Friday evening at the
School sé6 Out
tainsd report in

The Eisteddfod Final will be held this Sunday 17" May
at the Hawthorn Town Hall, 358 Burwood Road, Haw-
thorn.  Senior Choir members need to meet in the

this

NOUMEA FRENCH STUDY TOURS

Thursday 14 May at 7.00pm, there is a meeting in the

French room for all accompanying par-
ents.
Sally Holtd Tour Organiser

FRENCH CLUB

The next French Club meeting will be next Tuesday
19th May. We will be showing a Tintin DVD and there

0 i se® tha Music @ap-n ¢ Wwill be treats to eat as you watch!

news At this meeting the winners of Le Grand Quiz will be S

presented with their prizes. See you at 1.10pm tomor-
row in the French room.

Madame Holt, Melissa & the French Club Committee

foyer at 1.30pm in their Choir uniform. There is a
small charge for audience members at the door. All
welcome.

Joy Odoud Music Teacher

WALKISAEELY,
TO . SCHOOL|DAY,

REMEMBER!

JOIN WALK SAFELY TO SCHOOL DAY - THIS FRIDAY
15 MAY 2009

Thousands of schools throughout Australia will be joining in the event.

‘We encourage all students and parents to:
» Walk o school
» Park the car and walk the rest.

¥ Come to a meeting point:
There are 4 meeting points where at least 2 parent volunteers will be available.
You can drop off your child and they can walk with the parent volunteers to
school, even better if you can walk along - the more the safer.

The meeting points are:

=  B.25 am - Greythorn Park (Alpha St carpark) — Mrs. Saitlik will be walking
tool!

=  B.25 am - Boroondara Sports Complex (carpark)

= B.25 am - Cnr Clifton Str &Sweyn Str

= B.25 am - Cnr Friend St & Winfield Rd.

Mr. Agnew will “meet & greet” students at the main gate!

The class with the highest percentage of kids walking to school that day will receive a
special certificate at assemblyl

GO ON: HOLD YOUR CHILD'S HAND AND WAI K SAFELY TO SCHOOL!

The Walking Schocol Bus Co-ordinator
(marenscorgie{@hotmail.com)



Thank You!

It has been a busy time for the PFA as we had several important events last week. There were 2 Prep Information Ses-
sions, the Motherdés Day stall and the Croissant Drive. T hiji
see so many answer the call.

All of these events ran smoothly thanks to your support 7 your help is very much appreciated.

In particular we would like to thank:
0 The Prep parents for helping out at the Prep Info sessions. The 2010 prospective parents enjoyed being able to chat
to current Greythorn parents who helped out at those sessions, and they certainly loved the food they provided too!

o] The amazing Anna Toth who yet again co-ordinated the famous Mothers Day stall. Anna sourced and wrapped over
500 presents that were available on the day! This continues to be a favorite event on the Greythorn calendar i thanks to
Anna and all your helpers on the day.

0 The wonderful Dorothy Boyd who also organised the delicious Croissants Drive! The Croissant Drive has become

the other famous Mothers Day event at Greythorn. Anyone who got a yummy warm croissant over the weekend would be
very appreciative of Dorothydés efforts. Thanks also to th
delivery on Thursday.

PFA Meeting i TONIGHT!
Staffroom at 8pm
Join us for a cuppa and chat to get an update on what has been happening at Greythorn.
Also on the Agenda for tonight:
§ 2009 PFA initiatives T new ideas welcome!
§ Parents Victoria online conference 18-24 May 2009

e @
I‘arentsﬁ g

PARENTS WVICTORLA OMLINE CONFEREMNCE
18-24 MAY 2009

Parents Victoria is the umbrella group that supports all government school Parents and
Friends assoiciatiomns.

FPARENTS of primary and secondary students. in all locations, are warmly invited to take part in the
third online conference to be held by Farents Wictoria.
- The conference will be held on-stop on the ntermet from SGam Monday 18 May to midnisght
Sunday 24 kay.
- Mo special software is needed, ofther than an intermet-connected computer and a browser.
- The andine discussions will be wery easy o join in, and guidelines about how o participate will
be provided.
- Joim in for all days., just some days, or even a few howrs, depending on your festyle and other
commitmenis.

REGISTER OMLINE AT NO COST

Please register yourseIif online at hitho 2 weenee cybertest et awipwilE. bt

The Parents Wictoria Online Conference 22008 website will open from Sam on 18 Bay at:
hitbp o Mwnanaw_oyberiext net au'pe1 D57

QOHNLINE CONFERENCE AGENDA:

Each day, the conference will discuss one of the following guestions:
- Parentfteacher mestings - how could these mesetings be improved™
- School attendance - when is it okay o stay away™

- Transition - what could be done fo improwve transiticon from one level of schoaoling to the next.
1.2 kindergarten fo primary., year B fo secondary?

- Cyberbullying - how do we hesep our children safe™
- Sex education - who's responsible™

- Banning confectionery from school canteens - te2ll us yowr thoughts (this will be hosted on
Thursday 21 May by Prue Cerin from the Victorian School Canteen Assocciation)

- FParental engagement - What can be done o get more parents involved in their children's
schonls?

The conference will feature sewen 'live’ daily online discussions, each of them hosted, for several
hours each day, by a member of Parents Wictoria or expert staff from the Department of Education
ared Early Childhood Development and the WSICA

There will also e one continuous wesek-Jdong online discussion on the topic:
What support do paremts need to be active participants in their children™s learning and
development®

The PFA invites all Greythom parents to log on and participate in this worthre hile and
topical conference.




Senior Choir

On Thursday 7" May, the Senior
Choir performed at the Boroondara
Eisteddfod. We had a short practice
in the hall before getting on the bus
that would take us to the heats of
this competition. We got out of the
bus 15 minutes later to find our-
selves outside a huge building that
would decide our fate. We stepped
into the practice room, which already
held two other choirs. The other
choirs left the room and soon after

we had a short warm up before a volunteer showed us to the stage. We were shivering with
nerves as we walked up the stairs to the stage. We saw the adjudicator on the table in the mid-
dle of the seating in the audience. After the introduction we started to sing beautifully with a
gentle song called Snowgum followed by an energetic song called Look at us Now . We left
the stage and watched the other choirs perform and then the big moment came. The finalists
for the 2009 Eisteddfod where announced and Greythorn Primary School was one of them! We
started clapping and cheeri
that moment wil|l be remembered
aspartoftheSc hool s & Ou tYoomlia fultaigirgg €oncert.
with so many great choirs performing. The audience loved our performance, especially the

6Stepping

Fred Astaire dance routi
enthusiastically at the end. A number of people came
up to us afterwards and said how much they loved it.
It was great to be part of a fun musical event that also
helped others. We would Ilike to thank Brett
Rosenberg for playing the piano, Marita Rosenberg
for page turning, Mrs Miller and Mrs Poulton for help-
ing out and Mrs Odou for conducting and helping us
prepare for our performances.

Ellie and Hugh
Music Captains

forever.
It was a fantastic concert
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