
IMPORTANT DIARY DATES  

Friday  5 June   JSC Casual Dress Dayñgold coin donation to assist Toolangi Primary School  

Friday  5 June   Noumea Tour  2 returns  

Friday  5 June   Year 5 Campers return between 6.00pm ñ6.30pm 

Monday 8 June   Queenõs Birthday Public HolidayñSchool Closed 

Wednesday 10 June  Eastern Yarra Zone Cross Country 1 -3pm Bundoora Park 

Thursday  11 June  Years 3 and 4 Coach Approach Sports Expo at school  

Friday  12 June  D.E.E.C.D Pupil Free Day 

Monday  15 June  Years 5 and 6 Richmond Football Clinics  

Friday  19 June  Student Reports sent home  
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PRINCIPALõS REPORT 

 

Vicky Poulton, Paul Lawrie, David Shimshon and Mark 
Douglas. Without your assistance and support such 
valuable learning experiences would not be possible 
for our students.  
 
Of course the second study tour group are currently 
enjoying the warmth of Noumea and will return this 
Friday. I have had several communications from Ma-
dame Sally Holt and Mrs Diana Gough who report that 
all are well and enjoying every aspect of the tour. In 
the coming weeks both groups will present a report on 
their Noumea experiences at assembly. 
 

Our Year Five students, headed off to camp at Sover-
eign Hill, Ballarat today. They were all looking forward 
to experiencing life and school on the goldfields. I 
hope to be able to catch up with them óin their classes 
ï 1850ôs styleô tomorrow. Many thanks to staff mem-
bers Janice Miller, Lisa Allen, Liam Santamaria, Catia 
Durante and Helen Fuller, and parents Andrew Poul-
ton and Gerard Whelan for their efforts at camp during 
the week. 
 

Fifty-five of our students took part in the District Cross 
Country at Koonung Reserve last Thursday, with 
some fantastic performances. Our overall team per-
formance was acknowledged as we won the inaugural 
North Balwyn Cross Country Champions Shield. Fif-
teen of our competitors have qualified for the Zone 
event next Wednesday 10

th
 June at Bundoora Park by 

finishing as one of the first ten placegetters. 

It is with mixed feelings that I announce to the school 
community that Mrs Sharon Saitlik has been selected 
as the Principal of Mont Albert Primary School. 
Sharonôs appointment to this new position commences 
at the beginning of Term 3. This is a wonderful 
achievement for Sharon and she is to be congratu-
lated on this promotion. Sharon has been Assistant 
Principal at Greythorn for the past seven years and in 
that time has had a significant impact on students, 
staff and the wider school community. We will greatly 
miss her leadership and passion that she brings to the 
role but know that her influence will continue to be felt 
in our school for years to come. Over the next few 
weeks we will have the opportunity to say farewell to 
Sharon. Iôm sure that many of you will want to catch 
up with her before the end of term to personally add 
your best wishes. 
 

What a pleasure it was to be in Noumea last week 
with a group of enthusiastic students and parents, 
keen to make the most of every opportunity offered 
during our study tour. Whether in shops, supermar-
kets, getting on buses or in restaurants, our touring 
party could be heard interacting with the ólocalsô and 
getting their message across clearly. Well done to all 
who took part in the first study tour. Special thanks to 
the parents who accompanied this tour; Tina Moore, 
Anne Ferrie, Michelle Paul, Denise Mossop,  
 



 

We were entertained on Monday morning by the ex-
cellent piano playing of brothers Peyton (6E) and 
Bevan (3R). Thanks boys for your high quality per-
formance. 
 

We continue to receive daily updates from the Depart-
ment of Education and Early Childhood Development 
about Influenza H1N1 (Human Swine Flu). The infor-
mation that is currently available is very similar to that 
sent home to parents last Thursday. 
óAs a precaution to help prevent further spread of the 
virus the Victorian Government has asked that all chil-
dren returning from the USA, Canada, Japan, Mexico 
and Panama be kept at home for seven days prior to 
returning to child care, kindergarten or school. While 
neither the World Health Organisation nor the Austra-
lian Government have recommended against travel-
ling to these countries the virus is spreading within 
these countries to an extent that warrants extra pre-
caution to help stop the virus spreading from returned 
travellers.ô 
Families should continue with standard good general 
health hygiene practices, such as ensuring your chil-
dren undertake regular hand washing and cover their 
nose and mouth if sneezing and coughing. This prac-
tice is being reinforced with your children while at 
school.  

If your children are unwell, you should seek medical 
attention and avoid public places and close contact 
with others. 

Specific concerns from parents about Influenza H1N1 
(Human Swine Flu) can be referred to any of the fol-
lowing: 

§ The Swine Influenza Hotline Tel. 180 2007  

§ Nurse-on-Call Tel. 1300 606 024 ï for expert 
health information and advice (24 hours, 7 
days) 

§ Your doctor (GP) 

§ www.health.vic.goc.au for Victorian Health In-
formation 

§ Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development  

A reminder that next Monday 8
th
 June is a Public Holi-

day (Queenôs Birthday) and Friday 12
th
 June is a des-

ignated Curriculum Day. Students are not required to 

attend school on these days. 

Greythorn Primary School  

Enrol NOW  
for  

PREP 2010  
Call the office for  

information & enrolment form  

Telephone 9857 9762  

The cut-off date for the Term 2 GPS Trading Bulletin is 
this Friday 5th June.  Itôs a great opportunity to find a 
bargain, sell your unwanted goods or advertise your 
business.  Contact Heather or Jenny in the Office or 
email: 
billing.heather.l@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Junior School Council  
Special Days for Term 2!  

 
This Friday 5th June the JSC are holding a spe-
cial Casual Free Clothes Day to support the 
students of Toolangi PS who were affected by 
the Victorian Bushfires earlier this year. Do-
nations raised will allow the students to at-
tend a 10 week intensive Gymnastics Program 
ÔÏ ÂÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÉÎ (ÅÁÌÅÓÖÉÌÌÅȢ  $ÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÙÏÕÒ 
gold coin donation or even a note donation. 
On Friday the 26th of June, which is the last 
day of the school term, we are also going to 
have a PJ day where you can come to school 
dressed in your PJs, and celebrate a success-
ful Term 2! To do so you need to bring along 
a gold coin donation.  The funds we raise on 
this day will also go towards supporting the 
students of Toolangi PS. 

Reminder! 
Now is a good time to check that each student in Year 
3 to 6 has their name clearly marked on their recorder.  
For health reasons it is important that only one person 
uses a wind instrument and particularly with viruses 
going around, we want to avoid a recorder being inad-
vertently picked up and played by someone else.  
Please ensure that your childôs recorder is clearly 
identifiable with their name on it.  Thanks for your co-
operation. 
Joy Odou, Music Teacher 

 

GYPSIES  

news 
 

There will be no rehearsal tomorrow (Thursday 4th 
June) due to the  

grade 5 camp and Noumea tour. 
See you all next week. 

Marita Rosenberg - 0439 350 480 

http://www.health.vic.goc.au


 



Present  - Kirsty Macafee, Ellie Fairbairn, Liz  Miller, Fiona Limoli, Sharon Saitlik 

Apologies ï Liam Santamaria, Vicky Poulton 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum  

PDC Teams ï Staff have met this term in their Performance and Development Culture Teams and as part of the Staff Meeting 

schedule. These feedback teams are aimed to encourage team members to provide feedback to each other, establishing 

trust, respect and information which can be openly shared and received. Staff also set professional and personal goals for 

each term. 

Curriculum Teams ï These teams formally meet as part of the Staff Meeting schedule on a Tuesday morning. Most recent 

meeting was last Tuesday 26th May to discuss current action plans in place for 2009. 

Leading Teacher Team meet regularly to discuss Curriculum structure and direction in accordance with Inquiry Learning, 

Curriculum Mapping, VELS and key curriculum areas. 

Student 2 Student Year 6 Program ï again we have 17 students participating in the program this year. 

DEECD e5 Model was presented and discussed. 

 

Interesting happenings across the year levels during Term 2 

Level 1 ï Amazing Animals 

Level 2 ï Belonging to Our Community 

Level 3 ï Fit, Happy & Healthy/Year 4 Camp 

Level 4 ï Australia Then & Now/Somers Camp/Year 5 Camp 

 

Specialist Team 

Whole School Cross Country ïCongratulations to Catia Durante and all students, staff and parent helpers who made sure our 

GPS Cross Country held at Greythorn Park was such a successful afternoon.  Thanks also to staff and parents who supported 

our students at the District Cross Country where GPS placed 1st! We had some excellent performances with 15 students run-

ning at the Eastern Yarra Zone Cross Country on Wednesday 10th June. 

French Noumea Tour ï Very successful Tour 1 with Tour 2 experiencing the culture of Noumea this week.  Sincere thanks to 

Madame Holt for her organisation and dedication to what has become a highlight of the French Program at GPS.  Also thanks 

to staff and parents who have attended. 

Years 1 & 2 Intensive Swimming Program held at Doncaster Aquarena was a successful program for our students yet again. 

 

Current PD Initiatives  

Instructional Leadership 

Curriculum Mapping ï focus on Essential questions 

 

Policy Review and Development ï For Review 2009 

Interpersonal Learning 

Science 

ESL 

 

Other 

Parent Helpers Training ï Conducted early Term 2, next year this will be open to all parents, not just those who can as-

sist in the classroom. Many thanks to Liz Miller and Di Bewley. 

Prep Information Sessions ï both sessions were very successful with an excellent response to both the Monday evening 

and Saturday morning sessions.   

Education Week ï Open afternoon allowed our School and House Captains to conduct school tours for visitors.  

JSC ï link to Toolangi PS, a bushfire affected school.  Two days allocated to raise funds ï Friday 5th June and Friday 

26th June.  Funds raised will allow the students of Toolangi to attend a 10 week intensive gymnastics program to be 

held in Healesville. 

 

 

Next meeting  

Tuesday 4th August @ 5.00pm  Staffroom 

MINUTES  

Education Committee Meeting 

Tuesday 2nd June 2009 

5.00pm 

(1st Tuesday of each month) 



 

 

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!  

MOVIE NIGHT  

 

ôSUNSHINE CLEANINGõ (dramatic comedy) 

A single mum and her slacker sister find an unexpected way to turn their lives around in the off -
beat dramatic comedy ôSunshine Cleaning.õ  This uplifting film about an average family that finds 
the path to its dreams in an unlikely setting, screened in competition at the 2008 Sundance Film 
Festival.  

 
Please Note: 
Although this evening is not designed as a fundraising event, any remaining monies will be  
���}�v���š�������š�}���d�Z���������v�����Œ�����}�µ�v���]�o���Z���o���Ç���(�}�Œ���>�]�(���Z���d�����u���'�Œ�����u���X�[ 
If you would like further details regarding Relay for Life please see Heather in the GPS Office.  

PLEASE PLACE TICKET ORDERS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE  

TO ASSIST WITH PLANNING THE EVENING 


