
IMPORTANT DIARY DATES 

Thursday 10 September  Fundraising Meeting in the Staffroom at 8.00pm. 

Friday 11 September  Uniform Shop CLOSED today 

Wednesday 16 September  District Athletics at Rieschiecks Reserve Doncaster 

Friday 18 September  Last chance to order the Readabout magazine 

Friday 18 September  Term 3 concludes—students dismissed at 2.30pm 

Wednesday 7 October  Eastern Yarra Zone Athletics at Rieschiecks Reserve Doncaster 

Saturday 10 October  GPS Disco at East Doncaster Secondary College Hall 

Monday 12 October  Movie Night—Mao’s Last Dancer at Balwyn Cinema 

Wednesday 14 October Shadow Puppet Festival – Year 6 Performance 

Thursday  15 October  Shadow Puppet Festival – Year 5 Performance 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

be complimented for their foresight in designing and 
undertaking such a valuable learning experience. Ex-
amples such as these do reassure us that our goal to 
develop future, responsible, fair-minded citizens is well 
within reach. 
 

Parent Opinion Surveys  
This is a final request to parents who received a Par-
ent Opinion Survey to please complete it and return it 
to school by Friday 11

th
 September. The information 

from this and other surveys is aggregated by the De-
partment of Education and Early Childhood Develop-
ment and provides the school with valuable feedback 
and data about our performance. 
 

The process of advertising and appointing a new As-
sistant Principal will take place next term, with the ap-
pointment to commence in 2010. Whilst this process is 
underway Mrs Fiona Limoli will continue in the role of 
acting Assistant Principal. I am pleased to announce 
that Miss Valerie Vissaris will undertake the teaching 
responsibilities for 6L during Term Four. 
 

Congratulations to: 

 Sebastian C (6K) who received an ‘A’ for his Sec-

ond Grade, AMEB violin exam. 

 Prep students and the Recorder and Percussion 

Ensemble who combined brilliantly to present a most 
entertaining item – ‘Porridge’ at Monday’s assembly. 

 Senior Choir for their fine performance at the Ox-

fam concert last Thursday. A special mention to Brett 
C (6K) whose original song was performed at the con-

In recent months I have commented on the way that 
our students have acted and responded when placed 
in various situations. I have also stated on numerous 
occasions how fortunate we are to work with such 
‘good clients’. It is often all too easy to focus on nega-
tive aspects about schools, students and the ‘system’ 
in general (just check the daily papers). Over the past 
couple of weeks there have been a number of in-
stances where our students have displayed initiative, 
compassion, leadership and common sense. I man-
aged to see some of the Prep – Two tabloid sports 
activities last Thursday and witnessed first-hand the 
support that our House Captains and Vice Captains 
gave to teachers, ensuring that our Prep, Year One 
and Year Two students had a morning full of physical 
activity and fun. I was also impressed recently when 
some of our senior students without prompting, as-
sisted in the playground during a medical emergency. 
They were able to provide assurance and direction to 
younger students allowing staff to manage this situa-
tion. Tomorrow our Years Five and Six students will be 
involved in the GPS ‘United Nations General Assem-
bly Conference’. The conference is the culmination of 
this term’s inquiry unit – ‘Our World: Our Future’. 
Along with a keynote speaker our students will share 
information on the countries they have studied and 
discuss the current issues they face and the relation-
ship they have with Australia. They will also investi-
gate ways that we may be able to help solve some of 
these global issues. All students and teachers are to 



       MUSIC NOTES         

COMING UP! 

Brett C 
will be performing 
his original song with 

The Senior Choir 
at Assembly 

next Monday 14th September 
Choir members will need to be on stage by 8.40am for 
a warm up. 

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE 

 

SECOND PAYMENT FOR 2009 
For the families who requested that the above allow-
ance be paid by cheque, the second instalment has 
been received at the school. Please contact me at 
your earliest convenience to  sign over or collect your 
cheque.   If anyone who claims this allowance has any 
further questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Sue Broadbent—Business Manager 

A terrific day of Basketball was enjoyed on 
Monday at the Boroondara Sports Complex 
as the primary schools of the North Balwyn 
District battled it out for the title of District 
Champions.  Both Greythorn teams (boys and girls) 
played exceptionally well throughout the day, giving 
100% effort at all times.  The girls began the day with 
a tense 2-point victory over Our Holy Redeemer be-
fore dropping their next two games against experi-
enced teams from St Anne’s and Balwyn. The boys 
went undefeated through the group stage before nar-
rowly losing the Grand Final to Boroondara Park Pri-
mary School.  Congratulations to the following stu-
dents for their terrific efforts: Eanna O, Peyton C, Ali 
K, Rachel T and Alex M from 6E, Christian T, 
Vaughan S, Sebastian C, Tammy T and Jade L from 
6K, Ethan W, Liam D, Tristan D, Lauren N and Bella 
R  from 6L as well as Genevieve C from 5S.  Many 
thanks to Catia Durante for her organisation, Kate 
Miller for her valuable assistance as well as the many 
parents who supported the students throughout the 
day. 
Liam Santamaria 

DISTRICT BASKETBALL 

Well done! 
Well done to the Senior Choir for a very fine perform-
ance at the Oxfam Music Festival for Schools last 
Thursday evening.   There were many positive com-
ments from the audience afterwards.  Thanks to Brett 
Rosenberg for accompanying, and to Marita 
Rosenberg and Jenny Senior for helping out on the 
night. 
The highlight of the performance was one of our Year 
6 students singing an original song.  Earlier this year, 
Year 6 students had the opportunity to write their own 
song as part of a unit on ‘Singers, Songs and Song-
writers.’  There were many varied responses and 
amongst them was a very moving song, written by 
Brett C (6K) about the bushfires, called ‘It’ll Be Alright’.  
There was pin-drop silence in the audience on Thurs-
day night as Brett sang his song accompanied by the 
Senior Choir – and we were even asked for an encore!  
Brett’s song is being entered into a national song-
writing competition.  You will have an opportunity to 
hear Brett’s song next Monday at Assembly.  Well 
done Brett and good luck with the competition! 
Joy Odou—Music Teacher  

The last meeting of French Club for Term 3 
will be next Tuesday, 15 September. We will 
be showing a Tintin DVD "Tintin and the 7 

Crystal Balls".  Do come along and relax in the warm 
and friendly atmosphere of the French Room and 
watch this terrific adventure! 
So that we can see the whole movie, please join us at 
the earlier time of 1.00pm in the French Room. 
Mme. Holt, Melissa and the French Club Committee 

FRENCH CLUB 

LOST HAT 

A Greythorn slouch hat has been lost.  It has the 
names Oscar Li and Michael Li on the inside of the 
hat.  If found please deliver to 2M. Many thanks. 

BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL BLAZER 

A size 8 Balwyn High School blazer is for sale.  As 
new condition. Call Beth on 0415 372 872. 

Term 4 will see some changes to the WSB. We 
are sadly saying good-bye to Chris Bond who 
has been a driver of the orange route since the 
beginning of the WSB in 2008. Chris has been a great 
asset and a pleasure to have on board, always reli-
able, supportive and actively involved. Thank you so 
much Chris. 
At the same time we are welcoming Philip Lau and 
Sheron Lau. Philip Lau will be taking over from Chris 
in term 4. Philip is a former Greythorn parent. His  son 
Sheron is a driver on the green route and is a former 
student of Greythorn, now studying at Swinburne Uni-
versity.  Both are active members of Neighbourhood 
Watch and Philip is a Scout leader at Balwyn. Wel-
come aboard Philip and Sheron. 
The Walking School Bus Co-ordinator 
marenscorgie@hotmail.com 

WALKING SCHOOL BUS 

cert. Many thanks to Mrs Joy Odou, Brett & Marita 
Rosenberg and Jenny Senior for their valuable assis-
tance with the choir. 

 Our chess team who were placed second (by half 

a point) in a tournament at Caulfield Grammar yester-
day. Well done to Enoch F (3V) who finished the tour-
nament in first place. 

 All Prep, Year One and Year Two students for so 

enthusiastically participating in the Tabloid Sports last 
Thursday. Thanks to Ms Catia Durante, P-2 staff, 
House Captains and Vice Captains for their prepara-
tion and support for this event. 
 

Good luck to those students who will represent 
Greythorn in the District Athletic Sports at Rieschieck’s 
Reserve, Doncaster next Wednesday 16

th
 September. 

 







Present: Barbara Bloch, Fiona Limoli, Debbie Virtue, Liz Miller, Liam Santamaria, Ellie Fairbairn, Kirsty Macafee 

Apologies: Vicky Poulton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum 

 Leadership Team: Fiona will continue as acting Assistant Principal during term 4. Val Vissaris will teach 6L in conjunction 

with Fiona. AP position will be advertised at the beginning of term 4 to begin 2010. 

 PDC Teams: Met this morning, reflected on personal and professional goals and shared successes and frustrations. 

 Curriculum Teams: Teams have revisited their Action Plans and reviewed their budgets. 

 Leading Teacher Team: Will meet to support curriculum teams and look at planning for 2010. 

 Student 2 Student – Year 6 students: program is winding up soon. 

 

Interesting happenings across the year levels during Term 3 

Level 1 – Wonderful Food (Prep students celebrated healthy foods with a dress up day. Their inquiry has allowed them to explore 

science through changes in food along with discovering what healthy foods are). 

Level 2 – Toys (A toy expo will be held next Monday where the students in years 1 and 2 will display their toys they have designed 

and constructed. The aim was to explore different systems that enable toys to move and use the technology process to design their 

own moving toy). 

Level 3 – Immigration (Students continue to explore the impact immigration has on communities and why immigration occurs). 

Level 4 – Our World: Our Future (Focuses on our global community. Each year 5/6 class has focused on a different continent. They 

have researched the indigenous communities, countries within the continents, issues that face the continent and Australia’s connec-

tion. A United Nations General Assembly will be held on Thursday to discuss the issues arising and decide what we can do to make a 

difference). 

 

Specialist Team 

House Sports – Successful day where students were all involved. The district athletics will be held next Wednesday 16th. 

Tabloid Sports – All P-2 students participated in these sports. The House and Vice Captains were involved in setting up and running 

the events. Thanks to Catia Durante for her organisation. 

Hooptime – All teams competed well. 

District Basketball Team – A girls and a boys basketball team comprising of year 5/6 students played in the district basketball com-

petition on Monday. All played well. 

Oxfam Music Festival – Senior Choir performed and received an encore of their performance. A song was performed written by 

Brett, one of our year 6 students. 

Premier’s Reading Challenge – Now finished. Early next term students should receive their certificates of participation. Over 400 

students participated in this Reading Challenge. 

 

PD initiatives: 

 PD attended to date/feedback/presentation 

- e5 Train the Trainer: 4 staff members attended this training session to learn about the e5 model. e5 focuses on the way 

teachers engage, explore, explain, elaborate and evaluate their teaching practise and the way they use these 5 e’s in their 

planning and teaching. 

- Assessment for the inquiring classroom: 6 staff members attended this PD and learnt different strategies for assessing 

within student learning. 

 

Other 

 English Online Assessment – yrs P-2 

-Liz Miller shared a powerpoint presentation explaining what the English Online Assessments involve for teachers and stu-

dents. Six elements are assessed including speaking and listening, reading, reading comprehension, writing, sound & letter 

recognition, spelling. These assessments will take place in weeks 2-5 in term 4. 

 Science Policy– feedback was positive about the Science Policy. It is currently being  reviewed by staff and will be presented at 

the next school council meeting. 

 Attitudes to School Survey - Time was spent reviewing the year 5/6 Attitudes to School Survey.  Overall data was outstanding. 

Discussion was extensive. 

 Our shared vision - parent perspective 

-Parents on the committee will work with a small group of parents they know to brainstorm responses to the question ‘What 

do you want for your child at Greythorn Primary School by the end of year 6?’. This will be discussed at the next meeting. 

 

Please note – Next Meeting – Tuesday 10th November @ 5.00pm - Staffroom 

MINUTES 

Education Committee Meeting 

Tuesday 8th September 

5:00pm – 6.00pm 




