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Greythorn Primary School No. 4694
Website: http://www.greythornps.vic.edu.au
Email address: greythorn.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Reading Avenue, North Balwyn. 3104  Telephone: 9857 9762 Fax: 9857 8175
Before and After School Hours Care Program: 9857 6643

Principal: Geoff Agnew

IMPORTANT DIARY DATES

Thursday 22 October | Assembly at 12.00pm for ‘Music Count Us In'

Thursday 22 October |JSC PINK DAY—Gold coin donation for ‘Cancer Awareness'
Friday 23 October |Boys' Zone Softball at Eltham College 8.45am—11.15am
Monday 26 October |Years 5 & 6 French/Art excursion to Imax

Tuesday 27 October |Years 5 & 6 Rugby Clinics

Tuesday 27 October |French Club 1.10pm —"Construct a French Monument”

Tuesday 27 October |Rookys Year 6

Wednesday | 28 October |Rookys Year 5

Wednesday | 28 October |Years 3 & 4 Crackerjack Circus Workshop
Thursday 29 October |Whole School Photo and Graduation photo
Tuesday 3 November | Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday—School closed
Tuesday 10 November |[Prep 2010 Transition Session
Thursday | 12 November |Prep 2010 Transition Session
Saturday 21 November |[GPS Trivia Night

PRINCIPAL’'S REPORT

The upgrade along the Reading Avenue side of the
school is continuing with a huge number of plants be-
ing placed in this area yesterday. Water tanks are to
be installed and will connect to underground irrigation
to supply this area with water. Work is also continuing
on the multi-purpose sports centre on the bottom oval.
Some technical issues have been resolved and we do
not anticipate any further delays with this project. Both
of these projects have been funded by the federal gov-
ernment’s education stimulus package.

This week the Years Five and Six students have had
the opportunity to present their ‘Shadow Puppet’ per-
formances. Students have worked cooperatively in
recent weeks to create a script, design and make their
puppets and compose a piece of music to add to their
performance. Congratulations to all students for your
efforts and many thanks to: Year 5 teachers, Janice
Miller, Lisa Allen and Liam Santamaria; Year Six
teachers Helen Karvela, Caroline Eva, Val Vissaris
and Fiona Limoli; and to Specialist teachers Joy Odou
(Music) and Elizabeth Turley (Art) for their cooperative
efforts in bringing these performances together.

Congratulations to students who competed at the Re-
gional Athletic Sports last week. All competitors per-
formed at their best with some great results including,
Matt O — 2™ place in 800m & 1500m, Liam D 3™ in
80m hurdles, Rachel T 5" in shot put and the 10 years
girls relay team — Isobel F, Danielle Q, Eleanor D and
Juliette D, ran a brilliant race to finish in 3" place. We
wish Matt all the best as he competes at the State
Championships next Monday 26" October.

Well done to our Mixed and Girls’ Chess Teams on
their recent performances in State Championships. It
is great to see some of our younger students gaining
valuable experience at State level.

Unfortunately the school was the victim of further
mindless vandalism at the weekend. More than thirty
glass panels and windows on the ‘new’ building were
heavily scratched and now need to be replaced. It is
acts such as these that drain our much needed re-
sources and hinder funds from being used in the ap-
propriate manner. At a time when we are making sig-
nificant improvements to our school facilities it is most
frustrating to have to deal with such a pointless exer-
cise. It also means that we will now have to consider



installing security cameras which again redirects funds
from our core business. The police are dealing with
this matter and | would urge all community members
to report any suspicious behaviour in the school
grounds to police.

Congratulations to our talented athletes!

a better basis for assessing needs and developing
policies to meet them.

You will see the VSN appear on student report cards,
enrolment confirmations, and exit confirmations.

If you want to know more about the VSN please see
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/
governance/vsn/overview.htm

2010 BOOKLISTS

2010 BOOKLISTS WERE SENT HOME LAST
WEEK. If you have not received your booklist please
contact the office and we will organise for one to be
sent home. Please read the instructions very care-
fully. Collection day for all booklists packages will be
Tuesday 8" December from 2.30pm — 6pm in the
School Hall.

PLEASE NOTE:

o All booklist orders must be prepaid by credit
card. Unfortunately, cheques or cash will not be
accepted this year. The option to pay on col-
lection is also no longer available.

o All orders must be returned to the school no
later than Friday 30 October 2009.

Sue Broadbent—Business Manager
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INTRODUCTION OF THE VICTORIAN STUDENT NUMBER

Our school is working with the Department of Educa-
tion and Early Childhood Development to allocate a
Victorian Student Number (VSN) to each student at
the school.

The VSN is a student identification number that is be-
ing assigned to all students in government and non-
government schools, and students in Vocational Edu-
cation and Training Institutions. The number, which is
unique to each student, will be used as a key identifier
on a student’s school records, and will remain with the
student throughout his or her education, until reaching
the age of 25. The VSN is nine digits long, randomly
assigned, and tied to stable information about the stu-
dent (name, gender, date of birth).

The introduction of the Victorian Student Number will
provide the capability to accurately detect patterns of
student movement through, and departure from, the
Victorian education and training system. It will greatly
improve the collection and analysis of timely and accu-
rate data about education in Victoria. The Department
collects information to track improvements made to
the education system, identify areas that require fur-
ther improvement, and to analyse trends and identify
future needs. The VSN will improve the accuracy, reli-
ability and completeness of this information, providing

Shadow Puppet Festival

Thanks to everyone involved in making our Shadow
Puppet Festival such a success, especially the stu-
dents and teachers for all their hard work. The result
was fantastic!

Music, Count Us In

Only one more sleep to go until our special Music,
Count Us In Assembly. At 12.00pm on Thursday 22™
October thousands of students around the country will
sing the same song - ‘The Music is Everything’. This
event, to celebrate music education, will feature a
number of special performances around the country -
Federal Arts Minister Peter Garrett and music director
John Forman will sing with 2000 ACT primary school
students outside Parliament House in Canberra; Guy
Sebastian will sing with 600 NSW students on the
steps of the Sydney Opera House; and 500 primary
and high school students will sing at Federation
Square in Melbourne. We are especially fortunate to
have a live accompaniment from our very own GYP-
SIES for our performance. Looking forward to a fan-
tastic national singalong! (Gypsies members, please
come to the Hall at 11.45 to tune up beforehand).

Visiting Performance - Dance Around the World in
Eighty Days

Students in Years Prep to Year 4 participated today in
a Dance Performance presented by Theatre in Educa-
tion, celebrating cultural diversity through dances
around the world. $5.00 has been deducted from the
Excursion Levy for this performance. If you have not
paid the excursion levy please forward $5.00 to
school.

Joy Odou—Music Teacher
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WHOLE SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS

JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL PINK DAY

Whole School Photograph Order envelopes are being
sent home today.

WHOLE SCHOOL PHOTO DAY IS THURSDAY
29TH OCTOBER 2009

Please return envelopes and with correct money by
Thursday 29th October. Thank you.

YEAR 6 GRADUATION PHOTO—SAME DAY!
(No charge)

CHESS CLUB

GIRLS’ CHESS TEAM
Congratulations to our fabulous Girls’ Chess team on
their efforts at the State Finals on Monday. The team,
made up of Denise (6K), Carol (6K), Emma-Jane (5S),
Petra (3S) and Phoebe (1CM), played wonderful
chess against tough opposition and finished the tour-
nament in 5™ position. A top 5 finish in Victoria is the
best-ever performance from a Girls’ Chess team from
Greythorn. Well done girls — we’re all very proud of
youl!

Liam Santamaria — Chess Club.

Nk
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On Thursday 22" October the Junior School Council
has organised a fundraiser to raise money for cancer
research and awareness. Everyone is encouraged to
wear the colour pink to school and bring along a gold
coin donation. We hope everyone participates in this
worthwhile fundraising event.

PLEASE NOTE

Pink wrist bands will be on sale in the canteen court-
yard at recess and lunchtime on Thursday this week.
$2.00 each. Thank you.

Junior School Council

FRENCH CLUB

Next Tuesday’s session of French Club is “Construct a
French Monument.”  We will provide you with
“‘constructa sticks,” you just have to design the monu-
ment. We have lots of pictures to inspire you! Come
along at 1.10pm to the French room.

Mme Holt, Melissa & the French Club Committee

2010 DATES

Term 1 1 February (for students)y —26 March
Term 2 12 April—25 June

Term3 12 July—17 September

Term 4 4 October—17 December

2009 GPS Meqga Raffle

As part of our Fundraising Program at Greythorn Primary School, we are running a fantastic Mega Raffle. Tickets
were issued last week—one book of 10 tickets. Tickets are $2.00 and all profits will go to Greythorn PS.

Prizes are:

e 1% Prize — One week’s accommodation at Paradise Grove Resort (4 star) in Burleigh Heads, Queensland
during June 2010 school holidays. (or 2 weeks during off-peak periods)

Also a $1,500.00 travel voucher.
e 2" Prize — Nintendo Wi
e 3" Prize — Westfield Voucher

Total value $3,250.00
$500.00
$100.00

Fundraising activities such as this raffle make a vital contribution towards improving facilities and resources for

the benefit of our children.




PFA

THANKS!
Just a quick note to thank those parents that helped
us out at the Prep Transition morning teas last week.
After our desperate pleas for help we ended up having
quite a few parents to help out and we had plenty of
delicious food.

Our new Prep parents love having those seasoned
Greythorn parents on hand to  help
put them at ease as they get ready to send their little
Preppie off to school! | know it is often hard to fit in
helping out at school with work, kids and life in gen-
eral, but your help is very much appreciated.

FUNDRAISING

The PFA would like to sincerely thank Jackie Hossack
for all her tireless efforts heading up the school fund-
raising committee over the last 2 years. Jackie has
announced she is stepping down as Fundraising Co-
Ordinator for 2010. Jackie has organised many activi-
ties over that time, that have resulted in much needed
school funding being raised. There are still plenty of
fundraising activities this year, so please support
these as they will all benefit our school.

2010 PFA SOCIAL COMMITTEE
The PFA have some great new activities planned for
early next year, including a Cocktail Night and an Out-
door Cinema Family Movie night.
If you would like to be involved in planning these fun
events (you don’t need to be on PFA to get involved),
please contact Kathy Jackson on email:
jackofamily@hotmail.com

CANTEEN COMMITTEE
We have had a great response to our request to form
a canteen committee. Thanks to those parents who
have shown an interest.
The first meeting will be this Friday.
Email Kathy for details if you would like to attend:
jackofamily@hotmail.com

JOB VACANCY—UNIFORM CO-ORDINATOR

PSW are looking for a Uniform Co-ordinator for
Greythorn Primary and St Dominics.

St Dominics Tuesday 8.30-9.30am
Greythorn PS Wednesday 3.00-4.00pm
Friday 8.30-9.30am

More shifts can be organised if required.
Please contact Shanaka on 0423 592 748

GREYTHORN HIGH SCHOOL 30 YEAR REUNION

HSC CLASS OF 1979
Students who | eft prior
not from the same cohort) and students who repeated Year
12 in 1980, are also invited to attend.

Saturday 7th November 2009, 7.00pm—1.00am

Cost is $25.00 per person paid in advance via EFR
(includes entry + finger food; drinks at bar prices.)

Email for payment, venue details and more information:
greythornhigh79@yahoo.com.au

[ O ur

MOVIE NIGHT

The ‘Mao’s Last Dancer movie night was a | gy » ™
great success! By all accounts everyone h
had a fun time socialising and enjoyed the

movie. The funds raised for Relay for Life Cancer Re-
search amounted to $432.00. Thanks to everyone
who supported this activity and a very special thanks
to our very efficient organiser, Andrea Johnston.

Karate for all the Family!!!

Brand New classes-at Greythorn Primary

Some benefits Karate promotes
*Discipline *Confidence *Co-Ordination *Concentration “Control
*Seif-Defence *Patience ‘Respect *Fitness

We have brand new beginner's classes catering for all ages at Greythorn
Primary. Lots of fun for the whole family to train together!!

For more information please call Jason Knight on {03) 9909 0681
or Danie! Robinson on 0425 780444
ww/.gkrkarate.com

© CANTEEN NEWS ©

Milkshake Monday is on again. This time for Years 3
and 4. See the attached form.

CANTEEN ROSTER

Fri 23 October

Janine Wan

Helpers needed—please contact Kathy Jackson on
jackofamily@hotmail.com

OUR SCHOOL HALL

ISHOME TO
MANY FUN ACTIVITIES

> Hel en O06Gr ady
> Chi Ball exercise classes
> Newstar Art classes
> GKR Karate classes
> Music lessons

For more information call at the office.

[
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Come along wearing Some
pink clothing or items.

@
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IDEAS:- Pink: * tee —shirt
* hat/sun-visor/sunglasses * scarf/bandana *
* wrist band (on sale for $2 each from canteen courtyard on Thursday)
* hair band/head band/ribbons * handkerchief
You may have your own fun ideas!

& VicHealth

Walktober Walk-to-School Day

Clongratelations

Dravel o ackool!

What a Fantastic Effort. It was great to see so many
students walking and riding.
The results have been passed on to VIC Health and Greythorn will go into the

draw for the chance to win one of two Tabloid Sports Carnivals, Winners &
prizes will be drawn on Thursday 29 October 2009 and notified by mail.

i anks to e who hel ut on th ay:

e to all the Parents for encouraging their kids to walk
e to the Walking School Bus Drivers & Conductors for doing an additional

run of the buses this week and
e to the Teachers for supporting the walk and reminding their students.

| will keep you posted when the results come in.

Maren Scorgie (marenscorglie@hotmail.com)
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Years 3 & 4
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A yummy Chocolate Milkshaked $2.50
These must be pre-ordered by Friday 23rd October

Please complete the form below and enclose correct money
(No change given)

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $ 2.50 (correct money please)
Return to the office by 23rd October 2009 %

< < <

A yummy Chocolate Milkshaked $2.50
These must be pre-ordered by 23rd October

Please complete the form below and enclose correct money
(No change given)

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $.2.50 (correct money please)
Return to the office by 23rd October 2009




