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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Welcome 
 
Welcome back everyone to the 2017 school year.  I trust that you were able to enjoy a relaxing time over 
the summer holiday period with family and friends and you feel refreshed for the year ahead.  I also extend 
a very warm welcome to all of the new families joining the Greythorn community this year.  We also 
welcome new staff members; Claire Knell (Phys Ed), Terry Price (Prep), Mykaela Hodgett (Year 1) and 
Tara Kapoor (Year 4). 
 
2017 promises to be another exciting year for the school with a highlight to be the school concert being 
held in Term 3. Greythorn Primary School is a dynamic environment with extremely dedicated and 
committed staff who all work collectively to provide every student in the school with the best educational 
experiences possible. Therefore, I encourage you to become involved in as many aspects of school life as 
possible. Any involvement or assistance from parents is greatly appreciated and enhances the experiences 
and opportunities that we can offer all of the students. 
 
Also, if you have any questions, concerns, queries or suggestions that you would like to direct to me then 
please don’t hesitate to contact the office to arrange an appointment to meet.  
 
8:50am Bell 
 
This year has seen the introduction of a new morning bell time. The first bell of the day now rings at 
8:50am. When this bell rings, all students are expected to enter their classrooms and prepare for the start 
of the day. They do not line up outside prior to 9 o’clock anymore. This procedure ensures that all students 
can organise their bags, books and any other requirements for the day so that teaching can commence at 
9am.   
 
Assembly 
 
During Term 1, the Assembly schedule has also changed. It is to be held weekly on a Monday morning at 
9am. The format will be reduced to limit the time to approximately 20 minutes each week. The first 
Assembly for the year is to be held next Monday, February 13. 
 
P.A. System 
 
A new P.A. system was installed in the school last week. It is a fully automated system with bells ringing 
and music playing at designated times. Announcements made over the new P.A. are now much clearer 
than compared to the old system, which is beneficial to the teachers and students in the classrooms as well 
as to parents in the yard. 
Thank you to Ken Darby for organising and coordinating the instalment of this new system. 
 
2017 Family Contributions 
 
Please log into Compass to pay the annual Family Contributions. 



Communication 
 
Open and positive communication between the school and home is an integral part of the education 
process for all students. Email is one form of communication that many teachers choose to use with 
parents. If you are communicating via email then the expectation with the teachers is that they will 
reply within 24 hours. The school day is an extremely busy time for all teachers and their focus is of 
course is teaching their students. Therefore, they will reply to emails as soon as time permits. I 
appreciate your understanding with this matter. 
 
First Aid/Sickness 
 
The Administration staff, as well as teachers, do a wonderful job on a daily basis dealing with sick 
students and medical issues. If your child/children require medication at school for such conditions as 
asthma or anaphylaxis, then please ensure that it has been handed in at the office and is 
accompanied by the required treatment plan. All staff are diligent when dealing with any medical or 
first aid issues so your cooperation with this would be greatly appreciated. Also, we do at times get 
students attending school who are clearly unwell and should be at home recovering. This is often the 
case when a student has had a bout of diarrhoea or vomiting the night before. In these cases, children 
should be kept at home for at least 24 hrs to allow them to recover properly and ensure that infections 
are not passed on. 
 
Meet The Teacher 
 
The annual Meet the Teacher sessions have been scheduled for  Monday 13 and Thursday 16 
February.  These sessions are an excellent opportunity for you to meet your child’s/children’s teachers 
and discuss any issues or concerns early in the year with them. Therefore, I urge you to take up this 
opportunity and book a time to meet. 
 
Holiday Works 
 
A wide range of maintenance tasks were completed throughout the school during the holiday period.  
This work included; crushed rock being laid around the rear of the senior building, the Discovery 
Centre being painted internally and externally, carpet maintenance being carried out throughout the 
school including new carpet in the Administration area, air-conditioner maintenance and cyclic tree 
pruning.  
 
Ken Darby organised and coordinated these works and I thank him for spending many hours and 
several days in the school during the holidays overseeing these tasks. 
 
New Classroom Tables 
 
The school received the delivery of 130 new classroom tables for the Year 2, 3, 4 & 5 rooms at the 
start of the year. Not only do they look aesthetically pleasing in the classrooms with their vibrant blue 
tops, but they are also very practical with individual tubs underneath for the students to store their 
books and stationery items, as well as being height adjustable to suit the different year levels. 
 
The school was able to purchase these new tables with money raised through PFA fundraising events 

and we sincerely thank them for the work that they carry out each year to enable such purchases to be 

made. This purchase also highlights how your support of PFA fundraising activities has a direct and 

positive impact for the students throughout the school.  

Parking/Pick-up &Drop-Off 
 
I urge everyone again this year to follow all road rules during drop-off and pick-up times when driving  

within the vicinity of the school. The safety of all students is paramount during the congested before 

and after school periods. I also urge everyone to consider the local residence and be courteous when 

parking in the surrounding streets. I have already had several frustrated neighbours contact the school 

this year when their driveways have been blocked by parked cars for lengthy periods. 



Wednesday 8 February  Chess Club session #1  

Monday 13 February  Meet the Teacher sessions (book on Compass) 

Wednesday 15 February  Chess Club session #2 

Thursday 16 February  Meet the Teacher sessions (book on Compass) 

Friday 17 February  PFA Welcome BBQ 3:30-6:00pm GPS Netball Court 

Tuesday 28 February Yr 3 Grade 3 Swimming until 10/3 

Wednesday 22 February  PFA AGM 7:30pm  
Chess Club session #3 

Wednesday 1 March  Chess Club session #4 

Wednesday 8 March  Chess Club session #5 

Friday 10 March  School photos 

Monday 13 March  Labour day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 14 March Yr 6  Grade 6 Camp 14/3 -17/3 

Wednesday 22 March Yr 5  Year 5 Camp 22/3 - 24/3 

Monday 27 March Yr 3 & 4 Carey Sports 10:45 -12:00 

Andrew Searle 
Principal 

Welcome BBQ 
 
The PFA has organised a Welcome BBQ for Friday, February 17 from 3:30 – 6:00pm. All are invited to 
this event, especially those new to the school. The PFA will be providing sausages and cordial and you 
will also be able to purchase items from a coffee and ice-cream van. You are asked to BYO snacks and 
drinks. Games will also be available for everyone to participate in. I look forward to seeing you there on 
the day. 
 
Swimming Trials 
 
With the swimming trials being postponed last Monday due to the weather, Tuesday turned out to be a 
perfect day for the event. Congratulations to all of the students who took part. They all competed to the 
best of their abilities and conducted themselves with great sportsmanship. 
 
Thank you to the staff and parents who attended and assisted with marshalling, timing and crowd control, 
as well as to the parents who attended to support their child/children.  A special thank you goes to Claire 
Knell for organising and coordinating this event to run so seamlessly in such a short space of time. 
 
The swimming team will be announced in the coming days with a presentations being made at next 

Monday’s assembly.  



Canteen Bites 

Online ordering only from Term 1 2017 
 

At the start of next year all lunch orders will need to be ordered online using My 
School Connect. For more information on how to register please see the attached 
flyer in the newsletter. 
 

Please contact Suzy on 0422 588 731 or email suzyd33@gmail.com if you are able 
to 
assist.  
 

Please find below the roster for Canteen duty for Thursday 9th February to 
Wednesday 22nd February 2017.   

Thursday 9th February  

Friday 10th February HELP NEEDED 

Monday 13th February  

Tuesday 14th February  

Wednesday 15th February  

Thursday 16th February Lydia Winstanley 

Friday 17th February Fiona Casey 

Monday 20th February  

Tuesday 21st February  

Wednesday 22nd February  

Working with Children Check - a reminder for all parents: 

The WWC Check is a minimum checking standard set by the Working with Children Act 2005 for those 
who work with children, either on a paid or voluntary basis. 

All parent helpers in the school, as well as attending excursions and swimming, are now required to 
have a current Volunteer Working with Children Check and provide the details to our office.  
 
The application process is available online. For more information, or to apply, see our website under 
the Parent Information tab. 

http://www.sunsmart.com.au/




Recycle Uniform Shop News 

Music News 

School Concert 
 
At Greythorn Primary we have a whole school Concert every three years and this year is a concert 
year.  We now have our dates confirmed and the Concert will be held in Term 3 on the evening of 
Tuesday 1

st
 August and Wednesday 2

nd
 August at the Besen Centre in Burwood.  Please note which 

performance(s) your child will be involved in:- 
 
Students in Years 4, 5 and 6 will perform on both evenings  
Students in Years 1 and 3 perform on the Tuesday evening 
Students in Prep and Year 2 perform on the Wednesday evening 
The school’s performing ensembles will perform on both evenings. 
 
We look forward to another fabulous Greythorn production! 
 
Senior Choir 
 
Senior Choir rehearsals are held on Wednesday mornings from 8:15 to 8:55am.  Senior Choir 
members have their first rehearsal for the year on Wednesday 8

th
 February.  We look forward to a 

wonderful year of performances. 
 
Instrumental Lessons   
 
Instrumental lessons are available after school in 2017 on a range of instruments including violin, 
flute, clarinet and saxophone.  Please see myself if you are interested. 
 
GYPSIES 2017 
 
The GYPSIES is our school orchestra and is open to anyone who has some experience playing an 
orchestral instrument.  Rehearsals are held on Mondays from 3:40 – 4:40pm in the school hall.  The 
first rehearsal for the year will be held on Monday 13

th
 February.  Julian Banks is our orchestra 

conductor.  If you are interested in joining or continuing in the GYPSIES, please see myself or the 
school office for an enrolment form.  Thank you. 
 
Joy Odou 
Music Teacher 

Thank you to all the Recycle Shop volunteers who have committed to another year of service! 
 
Thank you also to the many families who have already donated items this year, in what has proved 
to be a very, very busy start to the year. 
 
To families that are new to the school, the Recycle Shop aims to provide good quality, used school 
uniform items of clothing, in addition to hats, bags and satchels etc.  The majority of our items sell 
for $5 with stock being subject to the number of items donated.  In addition, we are the only seller of 
the School’s art smocks, which are all new, and come in a variety of colours and patterns in small, 
medium and large sizes.  Please feel free to come in and say hello – we are located behind the hall 
next to the EAL classroom, just near the Art building. 
 
If anyone currently has any short sleeve polo shirts in any sizes but particularly, size 8, 10 and 12, 
we would love to receive them. 
 
Donations may be left at the Recycle Shop during opening times (Wednesday 3-3.30pm and Friday 

9-9.30am) or at any time at the Office.  If you have any queries or wish to volunteer, please contact 

Kate on klocke@iinet.net.au 

mailto:klocke@iinet.net.au


Do you want to play netball? 
Koonung Heights Netball Club is forming new teams for year 4, 5 and 6 girls and boys to play netball in 2017.  
Beginners and experienced players are equally welcome. 
 
Year 4 teams train at Balwyn High School 4-5pm Tuesdays and play games on Fridays 4-6pm at the Boroondara 
Netball Centre, Macleay Park. 
 
Year 5 & 6 teams train at Balwyn High School 5-6pm Tuesdays and play games on Saturdays 8-10am at the 
Boroondara Netball Centre, Macleay Park. 
 
You can find more information about the club and register on the club website www.khnc.org.au. 
If you have any questions, please email us at khnc@khnc.org.au 
 
Thankyou 
Brendan Clennett 

http://www.khnc.org.au
mailto:khnc@khnc.org.au








 





 






