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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Fun Run 
 
The school’s moto of Working Together was certainly exemplified throughout last term’s highly successful Fun 
Run fundraising event. The entire school community was brilliant in working together to achieve the 
extraordinary result of raising over $36 000. An outstanding effort that far exceeded expectations. I would like 
to thank each and every one of you for your support throughout this special effort as the result would not have 
been possible without it. 
 
The students were magnificent prior to the event in their enthusiasm for collecting sponsors as well as 
preparing themselves thoroughly by attending the weekly training sessions at Greythorn Park. On the day it 
was wonderful to see every student pushing themselves to complete as many laps as possible and 
supporting each other along the way with their endeavours. The event had a carnival atmosphere that was 
enhanced with the music pumping and family and friends cheering everyone along. Thank you to those who 
attended on the day for your support, along with a big thank you to all of the staff for their support and hard 
work leading up to and during the event. 
 
The generous donation of prizes from the Greythorn community along with local businesses enabled us to 
have 299 prize packs on offer for the raffle along with approximately 30 other prizes. With one raffle ticket 
being awarded for every $10 raised it ensured that every student had a very good chance of winning a prize. 
Other prizes were also given to students who raised the highest amounts of money or completed the most 
laps in respective age groups. All of the prizes were awarded at last Monday’s assembly with congratulations 
going to all of the winners. A special mention to Maddie B (508) who won the GoPro camera for raising the 
highest amount individually $1050. 
 
I would like to acknowledge the wonderful support of GPS families and local businesses with their generous 
donations of prizes. In particular Andrew Parker, who operates several Athlete’s Foot stores, as he donated 
hundreds of dollars of items including shoe laces, socks, back packs, balls and runners. Other generous 
donations came from: 
 

Monica Creedon – Big Blue Beard Party Supplies 
Bakers Delight - Balwyn 
Ben The Butcher 
MCG Tours 
Greythorn Falcons Football Club 
Blue Gum 



Apart from gaining sponsorship many students also raised additional money by holding lunchtime 
stalls last term. Thank you to the Year 5 girls for their cake stall along with the Year 1 boys who 
held a second-hand toy stall. I would also like to acknowledge the work of our School Captain, 
Sienna M and her mother Rachel, as they spent many hours of their own time lobbying local 
businesses for sponsorship and prize donations. 
 
The success of this fundraising effort would not have been possible without the ongoing hard 
work from our Phys Ed teacher, Claire Knell. Claire created the concept of the fun run and from 
the outset, she was magnificent with her planning, preparation and coordination of every aspect 
of the event. She worked tirelessly to create a format that was going to maximise the outcome, 
she inspired the students with her training sessions and enthusiasm and she secured many 
donations and spent dozens of hours in her own time preparing prize packs. On behalf of the 
school community Miss Knell, we congratulate and thank you for all that you did to achieve such 
an outstanding result. 
 
The new fans were installed in the stadium in the holidays. I would like to thank Mr Darby for 
organising this to occur so quickly and also for supervising the contractors during the installation 
process. It was wonderful for the staff, students and parents to see the fans at assembly on 
Monday and be part of the ceremonial ‘switching on’ by Miss Knell. They are certainly going to 
make a huge difference for Claire and the students participating in Phys Ed lessons inside 
stadium on warm days, as well as for all other users of this space throughout each year. 
 
Congratulations again to everyone for this wonderful achievement!    



Easter Raffle 
 
Last term’s annual PFA Easter raffle was a huge 
success with over $2000 being raised from it. I 
would like to sincerely thank the PFA for their work 

in organising and selling tickets, collecting and 
wrapping prizes as well as coordinating the raffle 
draw. With dozens of items on offer, a large number 
of students went home with smiles on their faces 
after winning a prize. Thank you also to those who 
generously donated items to ensure such a large 
number of prizes were on offer. 

House Cross-country 
 
The weather was stunning for last Wednesday’s House Cross-country event at Greythorn Park. 
This made for perfect running conditions for all of the students and a great day for all who 
attended. Congratulations to all of the students for the determined and positive manner in which 
they participated, as well as for the spirited manner in which they supported and encouraged the 
members of their respective Houses. Congratulations to Allen house for winning the Cross-Country 
trophy. The last win for Allen was in 2012. Congratulations also goes to the students who finished 
in the top 10 places in their events (Years 3-6) and will now represent Greythorn at the upcoming 
District cross-country carnival at Macleay Park on Friday, May 18. We wish them well for this.  
 
The success of this event was again due to the organisation and coordination skills of Miss Knell. 
She prepared the students thoroughly through regular training sessions and organised the day to 
run like clockwork. Thank you to all of the staff for their hard work on the day to ensure the success 
of the event. Thank you also to all of the parents, family and friends who attended to support the 
students.  

Holiday Works 
 
Several maintenance tasks were carried out during the holiday period. Our landscape gardener, 
Andrew Wickes, constructed a retaining wall with capped seating along the north wall of the lower 
building. This has provided the students with additional seating and will also allow us to redevelop 
the entire garden bed. 



Year 4 Camp 
 
The Year 4 students and staff will be attending their 3 day camp next week at Camp Oasis in Mt 
Evelyn from Wednesday to Friday. We wish them well during their time away and look forward to 
hearing about their experiences. 
 
Year 6 Leadership Conference 
 
The Year 6 students and staff are attending the Grip Leadership Conference this Thursday at 
Moonee Valley Racecourse. The conference is a memorable experience for the students as it 
teaches them about their potential as current and future leaders and allows them to interact with a 
large number of students from many different schools. Thank you to our Student Wellbeing 
Coordinator, Miss Karvela, for organising the students to attend this event. 
 
Prep/Foundation Information Sessions 
 
You may have noticed the new advertising board at the front of the school (as well as in other 
neighbourhood locations) advertising the upcoming Prep/Foundation information sessions. These 
sessions are being held on Tuesday May 8 (7pm) and Saturday May 12 (9:30am). I encourage you 
to attend one of these sessions if you thinking of enrolling your child at Greythorn next year, and 
also to encourage others to attend that you may know who are considering choosing the school. 
 
I would like to thank Juliette Brown for creating the design (including the great photo) and 
organising the printing and installation of the boards. 
 
AFL 9s Competition 
 
Last Friday was again a beautiful day for the students and teachers who attended the AFL 9s 
competition at Hislop Reserve. Greythorn entered four teams (2 girl and 2 boy) in the competition 
with each team consisting of students from Years 3 & 4. Each team played 5 games and all 
progressed to their respective finals. Both Girls teams won their finals with both Boys teams losing 
by narrow margins. Congratulations to all of the students who participated for the positive manner 
in which they represented our school. The students were also wearing the new football tops that 
Claire had recently purchased and they looked fantastic in these. 
 
Thank you to Miss Knell for organising the students to attend this event and experience such a 
wonderful day and also to Miss Haidamous, Miss Mason and Miss Karvela for attending to coach 
and assist the students.  
 
PFA Bake Sale 
 
The PFA is holding its first bake sale for the year this Friday. Families from Years 3 and 4 are 
providing the baked items and we’re looking forward to purchasing the treats that will be on offer. 
The sale is being held outdoors in the covered area between the top and bottom buildings and will 
commence just prior to the 3:30 bell. 

NAPLAN 
This year’s NAPLAN tests will be administered on May 15, 16 & 17. The Year 3 and 5 students will 
complete the Writing, Reading, Spelling & Punctuation and Maths tests across the three days.  

Andrew Searle 
Principal 

Greythorn Primary School 
 

Parents who wish to enrol 
siblings of existing GPS students 

 For Prep 2019 
 

 PLEASE DO SO NOW 
  
  

Please visit the office for an enrolment form  



Music News 

Boroondara Eisteddfod 
 
The Senior Choir will be singing at the Boroondara Eisteddfod on Tuesday 22

nd
 May at the Hawthorn Arts Centre.  

Parents and friends are most welcome to attend.  There is a small entry fee for audience members ($11.00 Adults, 
$5.50 Concession, $20.00 Family). The venue address is 360 Burwood Road Hawthorn and the session begins at 
10.30am. Choir members will wear their choir uniform for this performance and these are currently being distributed 
to new choir members. Students will travel by bus and an excursion permission form will be available on Compass 
shortly. 
 
The Gypsies 
 
Our school orchestra, the Gypsies rehearse after school on Tuesdays from 3:40 – 4:40pm in the school hall.  The 
Gypsies is open to anyone who has some experience playing an orchestral instrument.  If you are interested in 
joining this term, please see myself or the school office for an enrolment form.   
 
Joy Odou 
Music Teacher 



Wednesday 25 April  ANZAC DAY PUBLIC DAY 

Thursday 26 April Yr 6 Leadership Conference 

Friday 27 April  Yr 3 and 4 Cake Stall 3:25pm 

Wednesday 2 May Yr 4  Camp 2/5—4/5 

Monday 7 May Yr 1 & 2 Swimming 7/5—17/5 

Tuesday 8 May  Foundation information session in the Hall 7:00pm 

Wednesday 9 May  Chess Club #1 

Tuesday 15 May Yr 3&5 NAPLAN 

Wednesday 16 May Yr 3&5 NAPLAN  Chess Club #2 

Thursday 17 May Yr 3&5 NAPLAN 

Friday 18 May  District Cross Country (selected students) 

Tuesday 22 May  Boroondara Eisteddfod—Senior Choir 
Junior School  Light and Sound Incursion all day 

Wednesday 23 May  Maths Olympiad Competition  1/5 
Foundation storytime in the library 9:5—2:30pm 
NAPLAN  Chess Club #3 

Wednesday 30 May  Chess Club #4 

Thursday 31 May  Musica Viva—Mora Incursion 

Monday 4 June Yr 2 Excursion Heritage Village  

Wednesday 6 June  Chess Club #5 

Thursday  7 June  Divisional Cross Country (selected students) 

Monday 11 June  Queens Birthday Public Holiday 

Wednesday 13 June  Chess Club #6  Maths Olympiad Competition 2/5 

Friday 15 June Yr 5/6 Hockey 7’s (selected students) 

Tuesday 19 June  Regional Cross Country 

Wednesday 20 June Yr 4 Hoop Time 

Thursday 21 June Yr 6 Transition visit to Balwyn high School 9:00am—11:15am 

Victorian School Term Dates 
 

Click here for the 2018 - 2025 Victorian school term dates. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/datesterm.aspx?Redirect=1


Thursday 26th April Kate Locke 

Friday 27th April Yelka Maloney 

Monday 30th April Carolyn Baker 

Tuesday 1st May Junko Ichimura 

Wednesday 2nd May  

Thursday 3rd May Carolyn De Jong 

Friday 4th May Stacey Mc Cabe 

Monday 7th May Monique 

Tuesday 8th May  

Wednesday 9th May Linda Muir 

Canteen Bites 

New on the menu 
 
Butter Chicken and rice  (available Wednesday only) 
Baked potato with baked beans and cheese 
New Sipahh straw flavours available 
 
Birthday Corner 
 
If your child is celebrating a birthday you can now order cup 
cakes to share with your  class . 
(GF available ). Your choice of chocolate or vanilla flavour 
and icing colour. 
 
Please consult with your class teacher re ALLERGIES  
 
 Min order 12 ($9.80)     
 
2 days notice   
Please contact  me during canteen hours, text mobile or email 
 
Price Increase 
Pizzas, honey soy chicken and butter chicken up by .50 c 

Help required on 2nd, 3rd and 4th Tuesday of the month.  Any time you can spare is welcomed. 
 
Suzy 

http://www.sunsmart.com.au/


Bake Sale 

Student Banking 

The Greythorn PFA will be running its first Bake Sale for 2018 on Friday 27th April from 3.25pm. 
 
Donations for this sale are coming from the Grade 3’s and 4’s however, if you are a keen baker we 
would be very grateful to receive donations from other grades as well.  Donation plates can be 
brought to the hall kitchen on the morning of Friday 27 April, or straight to the stall before 3.00pm. 

The stall will run in the walkway between the Prep/Year 1 building and the Year 2/3/4 building. 
 
Please refer to the Bake Sale flyer appearing in this newsletter. 



Bake Sale 

The Greythorn PFA will be running its first Bake Sale for 2018 on Friday 27th April from 3.25pm. 
 
Donations for this sale are coming from the Grade 3’s and 4’s however, if you are a keen baker we 
would be very grateful to receive donations from other grades as well.  Donation plates can be 
brought to the hall kitchen on the morning of Friday 27 April, or straight to the stall before 3.00pm. 
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Please refer to the Bake Sale flyer appearing below. 









 














