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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Year 4 Camp 
Despite the inclement weather that the students and staff experienced at Camp Oasis last week, they all had a 
wonderful time participating in all of the activities on offer as well as enjoying the magnificent environment that 
the camp is set in. A range of the activities that they were involved in included; flying fox, archery, candle 
making, initiative games, reptile centre and the climbing challenge. 
 
I had the pleasure of visiting the camp on Thursday and spent time with the students during their activity rotation 
timetable. I would like to congratulate all of the students for the positive manner in which they were participating 
in their activities and the manner in which they encouraged and supported each other through their outstanding 
teamwork. Their positive attitude and conduct ensured that everyone enjoyed themselves and were able to 
complete the more challenging activities. 
 
I would like to sincerely thank staff members Catia Durante, Beck Birch, Tara Kapoor, Max Mays, Denise 
Hartigan, Leesa Morris and Kylie Batten for their willingness to attend the camp and ensure that it was a positive 
experience for all the students. Thank you also in particular to Catia, Beck and Tara for their many hours of 
planning and preparation in the lead-up to the camp. 
 
I would also like to sincerely thank the four parents who attended the camp; Heidi Pilipasidis, Allison McInerney, 
David Williams and Mark Mallamaci.  We appreciate you giving up work and family commitments to attend and 
be willing participants to also ensure that the students had a great time. 
 
Education Week 
This year, Education Week is being held from Monday, May 22 to Friday 26. As in past years, we will be 
celebrating the week with Grandparents Afternoon on Wednesday, May 24. All grandparents or special friends 
are invited to visit the school from 2pm and enjoy a tour of the school and classroom visits, followed by an 
afternoon tea in the Hall. We ask on the day that all grandparents and visitors please sign in at the Hall when 
they arrive prior to visiting classrooms and touring the school. 
 
AFL 9’s 
Last Friday the school fielded 3 teams (2 boys and 1 girls) in the network AFL 9’s round robin competition. AFL 
9’s is a modified version of AFL and the matches were played at Gordon Barnard and Hislop Reserves.  
The 3 teams competed in 7 matches with all of them winning several of their matches. The Boys A team were 
undefeated and subsequently played in the final where they lost to Mont Albert. Congratulations to all of the 
students for their participation in this competition and for being outstanding ambassadors for Greythorn Primary 
School with their sportsmanship and exemplary behaviour. 
 
Thank you to Claire Knell for organising the teams and coordinating them on the day. Thank you also to Mr Pertz 
and Ms Karvela for attending to coach the students. Several parents also attended and we appreciated them 
being there to support the students and assist where necessary. 



Andrew Searle 
Principal 

NAPLAN 
The Year 3 and 5 students will be completing the annual NAPLAN tests next week. NAPLAN is a 
measure through which governments, education authorities, schools, teachers and parents can 
determine whether or not young Australians are meeting important educational outcomes in literacy 
and numeracy. The tests provide parents and schools with an understanding of how individual 
students are performing at the time of the tests. 
 
It is important to remember that NAPLAN tests are one aspect of a school’s assessment and 
reporting process; they do not replace the extensive ongoing assessments made by teachers about 
each student’s performance. 
 
The tests next week will be held on: Tuesday, May 9 (Language Conventions & Writing), 
Wednesday, May 10 (Reading) and Thursday, May 11 (Numeracy). All tests will be administered 
during the pre-lunch sessions from 9:00am – 12:50pm. 
 
Peer Mediators Program 
The Peer Mediators program is a program that has been implemented in a large number of primary 
schools throughout Victoria and Australia-wide in recent times. The program trains Year 5 students to 
mediate minor conflicts between students when they are playing in the yard at recess and lunch time. 
The peer mediators work in pairs and intervene where required or requested to resolve conflicts. 
They are trained to use a prescribed text and process to deal with conflicts.  
 
Last Thursday, the year 5 students who had nominated to participate in the program completed a day 
of training. The intensive training taught them about why we need to resolve conflicts as well as the 
process and procedures that they will follow as peer mediators when dealing with other students. 
 
Our Wellbeing coordinator, Narelle Sime, has initiated the implementation of the program and she is 
being ably assisted by Kristina Danko and Rachel Wallace. Further information about the program is 
to be relayed during upcoming assemblies and the commencement date of the program will be 
advertised once all training and administrative requirements have been fulfilled. 
 
2018 Prep Enrolments 
Plans are well underway for the enrolment of next year’s prep students. A Prep Information Session 
is being held next Tuesday, May 9 at 7:00pm in the Hall and for those unable to attend next 
Tuesday’s session, a second session is being held on Saturday, May 13 at 9:30am. We are also 
holding Story Time sessions in the Library on Wednesday, May 17 and Monday, May 22. On both 
days we have two 45 minute sessions at 9:15am and 2:30pm. With limited places, bookings are 
required for the children attending with booking details on the school website. 
 
If you have enrolled your child for 2018 or are considering enrolling your child, then I urge you to 
attend one of the information sessions on offer. We also offer weekly school tours which can be 
booked via the school office (9857 9762). 
 
Mrs Narelle Sime is our Prep transition coordinator and she spends many hours liaising with our local 
kindergartens and preparing enrolment information as well as sessions such as the upcoming Story 
Time for our new students. Narelle is more than happy to chat with you if you have any enrolment or 
transition questions, as are all of the current prep teachers. 
 
Staff Professional Learning 
The staff at Greythorn Primary School are continually involved in a wide variety of professional 
learning activities. These activities range from whole-school sessions dealing with such issues as 
curriculum development, program implementation, student wellbeing or ICT skills. Staff also 
participate in individual learning activities with many teachers undertaking external or on-line courses 
that focus on building their knowledge and capacity as teachers or developing leadership skills.  
 
Greythorn is involved in a FISO (Framework for Improving Student Outcomes) network with several 
local schools including; Blackburn, Parkmore and Roberts McCubbin Primary Schools. The teachers 
attended a FISO network meeting on Tuesday afternoon with different year levels meeting at these 
schools. The current focus for the FISO network is data literacy. i.e. how teachers collect data and 
how they utilise data effectively to monitor student growth and direct their teaching . 
 
Furthermore, a curriculum day is being held on Tuesday, August 8 when the staff will be working with 
education consultant, Tracey Ezard. This day was originally to be Friday, May 12 but was changed 
due to administrative reasons. 



Thursday 4 May Yr 1 Swimming 2/5—12/5 

Friday 5 May  PFA Mothers Day stall 

Tuesday 9 May Yr 3 - 6 Naplan 
Prep Information Evening in the Hall 7pm 

Wednesday 10 May Yr 3 - 6 Naplan 

Thursday 11 May Yr 3 - 6 Naplan 

Friday 12 May  District Cross Country 

Saturday 13 May  Prep 2018 Information morning 

Monday 15 May  Boroondara Eisteddfod—Senior Choir 

Wednesday 17 May  Story Time (Transition) in the library 
 

Sunday 21 May  Eisteddfod Final  

Wednesday 22 May  Story Time (Transition) in the library 

Tuesday 23 May Yr 2 Year 2 Swimming until 2nd June 

Wednesday 24 May  Grandparents and special friend day 2pm 

Friday 26 May  3:30 Parent cake stall after school 

Tuesday 30 May Yr 5 – 6 ICAS—Science Test 

Monday 12 June  Queen’s Birthday public holiday 
 

http://www.sunsmart.com.au/


Canteen Bites 

Please find below the roster for Canteen duty for Thursday 4th May to Wednesday 17th May 
2017.  
 

New item 
 

Hot MILO now available for $2:00 
 
Suzy  
Canteen Manager 

Thursday 4th May Carolyn De Jong 

Friday 5th May Fiona Casey 

Monday 8th May Young 

Tuesday 9th May Grace (9-11am) 

Wednesday 10th May HELP NEEDED 

Thursday 11th May Katie 

Friday 12th May Monica Creedon 

Monday 15th May Young 

Tuesday 16th May Grace (9-11am) 

Wednesday 17th May Young 

Working with Children Check - a reminder for all parents: 

The WWC Check is a minimum checking standard set by the Working with Children Act 2005 for those 
who work with children, either on a paid or voluntary basis. 

All parent helpers in the school, as well as attending excursions and swimming, are now required to 
have a current Volunteer Working with Children Check and provide the details to our office.  
 
The application process is available online. For more information, or to apply, see our website under 
the Parent Information tab. 

  

  

Greythorn Primary School 
  
  
  

Parents who wish to enrol 
siblings of existing GPS students 

  
For Prep 2018 

  

PLEASE DO SO NOW 
  
  
  

Please visit the office for an enrolment form  



Sport News 

Music News 

The House Cross Country results are below.  Well done to all of the participants.! 
 

                                             1
st

. Wright – 1140 
                                             2

nd
 Allen 810  

                                             3
RD

 Woods 700 
                                             4

th 
Gardiner 650  

 
Claire Knell  
PE teacher 

                                Coming Up! 
 
The Senior Choir will be performing at Assembly next 

Monday 8th May 
            

         Choir students need to be in the stadium to  
             rehearse beforehand at 8:30am. 

 
     Students will wear their normal school uniform  

         for this Assembly performance. 

 
Boroondara Eisteddfod 
 
The Senior Choir will be singing at the Boroondara Eisteddfod on Monday 15

th
 May at the 

Hawthorn Arts Centre.  Payment and consent on Compass is open until Wednesday 10
th
 May - 

thank you to those parents who have already done so.  Parents and friends are most welcome to 
attend.  There is a small entry fee for audience members ($10.00 Adults, $5.00 Concession, 
$18.00 Family). The venue address is 360 Burwood Road Hawthorn and the session begins at 
10.00am. Choir members will wear their choir uniform for this performance and these are currently 
being distributed to new choir members. We’re looking forward to a wonderful performing 
experience. 
 
Joy Odou 





Greythorn Entertainment Book 2017 
 
The new Entertainment Book will be available for pre-orders soon. If you’ve enjoyed the savings 
from the book this year, why not pre-order to qualify for the bonus vouchers. There are limited 
numbers available, and you need to pre-order before 31 March to qualify, however it’s first in, first 
served! 
 
Simply save the link below as a favourite & look out for the launch coming soon. 
Greythorn receives 20% from the sale of every book & digital membership, so jump in and support 
your school. 
 
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/1896r19 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/1896r19
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Disclaimer: 
We endeavour to ensure that the information in this newsletter is correct and current at the time of publication, but take no 

responsibility for any error, omission or defect. Greythorn Primary School does not endorse the products or services of any 

sponsor or advertiser and no responsibility is accepted by the school for accuracy of information contained in their entries. 


