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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Halloween Disco 
Over 200 students had a fantastic time on Saturday night at the annual PFA Halloween Disco. Once again the 
PFA did a magnificent job in organising and coordinating this event. The Hall looked amazing with the themed 
decorations and those who attended had a fantastic time dancing to the DJ’s music mix, enjoying the food and 
drinks as well as the showbags that they received. Sincere thanks to all members of the PFA for the many, many 
hours they spent organising marketing, ticketing, food, drinks, Hall decorations and attending on the night to 
supervise and coordinate the event. Thank you also to those who assisted with the BBQ and other tasks. Your 
hard work to create a wonderful experience for the students is appreciated by us all. The event also raised an 
additional $1500 for the school.  
 
State Athletics  
Congratulations to Jack M and Zara P for the results they achieved last Monday competing in the State Athletics 
Championships. It is an outstanding achievement from both of these students to reach this level of competition. 
Zara competed in the triple jump and placed 11th, with Jack competing in the 1500m race, placing 5

th
. It was a 

wonderful experience for them both and they represented Greythorn with pride and distinction.  
 
P-2 House Athletics 
The weather was perfect for yesterday’s P-2 House Athletics carnival. In what has now become an annual event, 
the students participated in a wide range of track and field activities including; hurdles, 100m, 400m, Vortex 
throw, long jump, tunnel ball and relays. The carnival is a wonderful way to introduce the students to these 
events utilising a proper track in a competitive but friendly environment. Congratulations to Woods for being the 
winning House! 

Thank you to the staff for their work to ensure the 
day was so successful, as well to the parents 
who attended to cheer the students on and assist 
with events. A huge thank you and 
acknowledgement to Claire Knell for her hard 
work in preparing the students so well and the 
many hours she spent organising the event to 
ensure that everything ran like clockwork. 



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

ICAS Awards 
Congratulations to Sean P (412), Jessica L (507) and Byron Z (606) for being awarded the 
Principal’s Award in this year’s ICAS Mathematics test. This is an outstanding achievement from 
these three students with their results being in the top 1% of all participants. They were presented 
with their awards at assembly on Monday.   
 
2019 Class Placement 
A wide range of planning and preparation is well underway for the 2019 school year including the 
formulation of the 2019 classes. The teachers spend many, many hours working on this crucial 
task and take into consideration many factors to ensure that the needs of every student is taken 
into consideration. Factors taken into consideration include but are not limited to; gender balance, 
as well as academic, social and behavioural needs.  
 
If any parent would like to submit relevant information to assist with the placement of their child/
children for next year, then this must be submitted in writing and addressed to me. Any 
correspondence must be received by this Friday (Nov 2). It is not appropriate to request specific 
teachers, but this will be taken into consideration based on individual needs. 
 
GPS Parents and Friends’ Association 
Since the school opened in 1953, Greythorn, has had a long history of having a very proactive 
PFA. Over many decades dozens of parents have been involved in organising and coordinating 
fundraising and social activities and events. The PFA has raised countless additional dollars for the 
school and organised many events that provide opportunities for the students and parents to enjoy 
themselves in a social setting. 
 
The PFA is run as a committee and subsequently appoints members into executive positions such 
as President, Secretary and Treasurer. Many current PFA members have been involved with the 
committee for long periods of time and will be moving on over the next few years as the last of their 
children finish at Greythorn. Therefore, we are starting to look long-term at recruiting new members 
and in particular those interested in being office bearers to continue their great work. I would like 
you to consider joining the PFA over the next 12-18 months. The committee meets once a month to 
organise and coordinate its annual events. The workload is spread amongst the members to 
ensure that all tasks don’t fall on a few people. With everyone having busy lives, volunteering any 
amount of time is and would be greatly appreciated. Please take time to talk to myself or one of the 
current PFA members if you would like to find out more about the role of the committee and 
expectations on its members. 
 
Allergic Reactions 
Many students at Greythorn suffer from allergic reactions to foods, in particular nuts and dairy 
products. A reminder to please refrain from sending nuts and nut based products to school to help 
minimise the risk of contamination. 

Animato Music Festival 
I had the pleasure of attending the Animato Music Festival last week to watch our Senior Choir and 
Taiko Group perform. The festival was held at St Bede’s Catholic Church with students from 
Deepdene, Balwyn and St Bede’s Primary Schools also performing. Though not a competition, an 
adjudicator was present to provide written feedback on each performance. 
 
The choir sang two songs titled, In Flanders Fields and J’entends Le Moulim and they did a 
magnificent job. Their pitch and harmony were perfect and the audience appreciated the quality of 
the singing. The Taiko Group performed two pieces titled, Tabi and Tenma. They also did a 
magnificent job and thrilled the audience with their energetic and precise drumming and 
choreography. Congratulations to all of the students for their outstanding performances. 
 
Sincere thanks goes to Mrs Odou for preparing the students so well and giving them the opportunity 
to perform at such an event and represent Greythorn with pride and distinction. Thank you also to 
Miss Wallace, Mrs Kondoleon and Kirsten Hall for attending to assist with the students. 

Andrew Searle 
Principal 



Assistant Principal News 

Duncan Exton 
Assistant Principal 

In the last 2 weeks I have been involved in heaps of great learning and activities at Greythorn.  I 
attended and coached a team at the year 4 cricket gala day that involved many schools from the 
area and was run by Cricket Victoria.   
I witnessed some great performances at Regional Athletics in Nunawading. 
I participated in the F-2 Athletics Carnival at Doncaster Athletics Club.  What a great day for the 
students and everyone involved. 
I witnessed some of the great learning in the school during the Learning Expo last Wednesday and 
Thursday.  I spent heaps of time with the Foundation students looking at their magnificent bridge 
constructions and speaking to them about what makes the bridge more stable. 

We had new phones installed at school, moving on from the beige coloured older units.  The office 
staff now have fancy headsets, making moving around the office and speaking on the phone much 
easier.  We also have walkie talkie phones for yard duty thus increasing our ability to quickly respond 
to incidents in the yard. 
 
We had Prep transition in the Artroom and I got to help the new Foundation students make a 
miniature Greythorn student complete with uniform.  Thanks Miss Lattore. 
 
We have had many student teachers (pre service teachers) working at Greythorn over the first 4 
weeks of this term, both from Deakin and RMIT, providing heaps of extra learning opportunities for 
students in the classrooms. 
 
Many Greythorn teachers have been taking opportunities to further develop their professional 
learning.  Tali attended a Google Conference to explore the use of Google Apps For Education.  
Juliette, Lorraine and Elidia attended a workshop around formative assessment in the Early Years.  
Helen and Alex continued their learning and preparation around student leadership. 
Andrew and I attended the Inner East Principal’s Forum (about 350 schools) and looked at the best 
ways to implement and monitor our school’s goals. 
 
Megan and the science team delivered professional learning to all our staff around the best use of 
the Discovery Centre and science learning in classrooms across the school. 
 
1:1 Device in 2019 
We are currently surveying future years 3 & 4 students’ parents for 2019 about a 1:1 program for 
2019. 
We are asking 2 questions.  The first is whether parents support a 1:1 Device program at Greythorn.  
The second question regards what type of device if there is enough support for a program to begin. 
We have narrowed our device options to 2, both are tablets.  Tablets are great in primary schools for 
2 main reasons: price and flexibility - specifically the camera. 
One option is Microsoft Go which is a Windows device with a magnetically connected keyboard.  The 
other option is the iPad. 
Both devices used in conjunction with a keyboard can allow teachers to plan and deliver appropriate 
curriculum to the students. 
Our intention is to choose 1 device that parents can either lease or purchase and keep that device 
until the end of primary school. 



Wednesday 31 October  Chess Club #2 

Thursday 1 November P - Yr 6 Music Count us in 
First Aid training 
Regional Softball Finals 

Friday 2 November  Snr Future Stars Hooptime finals 

Tuesday 6 November  Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 

Wednesday 7 November  Chess Club #3 

Friday 9 November  Snr All Stars Hooptime Finals 

Saturday 10 November  PFA Father and Daughter Camp 

Monday 12 November  Foundation transition session #4 2.20pm -3.20pm 

Tuesday 13 November  Junior School presentations—hall 

Wednesday 14 November  Chess Club #4 
Jnr School presentations 

Thursday 15 November Yr 5 YLead Leadership workshop  
Oxfam Music Festival Choir & Taiko 

Friday 16 November  Yr 6 Cake Stall 

Monday 19 November Yr 6 Graduation photo 
Foundation transition session #5 2.20pm -3.20pm 

Tuesday 20 November Yr 6 Tech kids incursion 

Wednesday 21 November  
Prep 

Chess Club #5 
Bike It 
Tech kids 

Thursday 22 November Yr 6 Bike Camp 22/11 to 23/11 

Monday 26 November  Foundation transition session #6 2.20pm -3.20pm 
Jnr All Star Hooptime State Finals 

Tuesday 27 November Prep 
Yr 4 

Zoo excursion 
Techkids Inc 
 

Wednesday 28 November  Chess Club #6 

Thursday 29 November Yr 5 
Yr 3 

2019 student leadership speeches 
Tech Kids 
Jnr Future Techkids Inc 

Friday 30 November Yr 3 Tech Kids 

Monday 3 December  French Day 

Victorian School Term Dates 
 

Click here for the 2018 - 2025 Victorian school term dates. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/datesterm.aspx?Redirect=1


Thursday 1st November   Help needed 

Friday 2nd November Stacy McCabe 

Monday 5th November CANTEEN CLOSED 

Tuesday 6th November CANTEEN CLOSED CUP DAY 

Wednesday 7th November  

Thursday 8th November Marla 

Friday 9th November Monica Creedon 

Monday 12th November Carolyn Baker 

Tuesday 13th November  

Wednesday 14th November Linda Muir 

Canteen Bites 

NEW ITEM 
 
Twisted Frozen Yoghurt $2.50 
(100% Australian ,Low fat greek yoghurt with real fruit and live probiotics ) 
 
Please note ALL frozen items need to be picked up from the canteen . 
 
CANTEEN CLOSED  
 
The canteen will be closed on Monday 5th November  
 
Roster below. 

Student Banking 



Music News 

Animato Music Festival - Taiko Group and Senior Choir  
Last Thursday the Senior Choir and Taiko group performed at the Animato Music Festival in North 
Balwyn.  Four schools participated with a range of items from choirs and instrumental items.  It was 
great to hear other school performed and it was very exciting for us to share our items with others. 
The audience certainly loved the choir and the dynamic Taiko playing finished of the program.  We 
did a wonderful job representing our school. 
 
Thank you to Mrs Odou for all her work preparing us for the performance and to our accompanist Mr 
Ed Chan.  Thanks also to Miss Wallace, Mrs Kondoleon  and Mrs Hall for helping out on the day and 
to the parents who came to support us. 
 
Selina C and Byron Z 
Music Leaders 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oxfam Music Festival for Schools 
 
Following our very successful performance at the Animato Festival, the Senior Choir and Taiko 
Group will next perform at the 51

st
 Oxfam Music Festival for Schools on Thursday 15

th
 November.  

This annual event features performances from local schools and is a fundraiser for Oxfam Projects 
both within Australia and overseas. The Festival will be held at Box Hill Town Hall and will start at 
7:00pm.  Tickets are available online through TRYBOOKING https://www.trybooking.com/YIJF - $15 
per adult/$10 concession and children/students are FREE.  When you click on the link you will see 
the dates listed, so you will need to select the night we are performing – Thursday 15

th
 November.  

Senior Choir and Taiko members need to return their confirmation of attendance form this week.  
Looking forward to another fabulous performance! 
 
Music Count Us In 
 
Its now just one more sleep away until Music: Count Us In! 
 
We’ve learnt the words, we know the tune, and now we just have to sing the song, together with 
thousands of students around Australia at 12:30pm on Thursday 1

st
 November.  This nationwide 

initiative celebrates the importance of music education for every student and the valuable role music 
plays in our lives.  This year’s song is called ‘One Song’ and it is very uplifting and uniting.  Don’t 
forget to watch the evening news coverage on Thursday to see how Music: Count Us In is being 
celebrated around Australia. 
 
Joy Odou 
Music Teacher  
 

https://www.trybooking.com/YIJF


Sports Pics 



Greythorn Primary School 
 

Parents who wish to enrol 
siblings of existing GPS students 

 For Prep 2019 
  

PLEASE DO SO NOW 
 



Lost Property  

A reminder to please ensure all items of clothing and lunch boxes are clearly named. 
There are a large number of items in the lost property cupboard. 
 
Please encourage children to visit the cupboard if they are missing any jumpers/hats/lunch boxes. 














