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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Art Show 
Next week’s Art Show promises to be a wonderful event for the school community. Students’ work from Prep to 
Year 6 will be on display, showcasing their artistic and creative talents and skills. Opening night is next Tuesday 
(Nov 20), 5:30-7:30pm in the Hall. The exhibition can also be viewed from 8:30-9:30am, Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday, as well as in the afternoon from 3:15-4:30pm Wednesday and Thursday. Entry is via a gold coin 
donation. We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Father/Daughter Camp 
Forty families attended this year’s Father/Daughter camp held last weekend at Camp Manyung, Mt Eliza. It was 
another fantastic weekend with the beautiful weather allowing everyone to participate in the myriad of outdoor 
activities on offer. All those who attended had a brilliant time, allowing fathers and daughters to spend time 
together in the lovely environment that this beachside camp offers. The camp was organised by PFA member, 
Patricia Ingram and she did an outstanding job behind the scenes with all of the administrative tasks ensuring that 
everyone had a great time. Thank you Patricia for the time and work you put into organising this event.   
 
Family Leave 
Mrs Beck Birch and Ms Amber Shepherd have both commenced their respective family leave recently. We wish 
them well in the coming weeks during this exciting time for themselves and their families. Beck is expecting her 
first child, with Amber expecting her second. I would like to acknowledge and thank both of them for their 
wonderful work at Greythorn. Amber has done an outstanding job as the EAL teacher during the past 4 years. She 
has worked tirelessly to develop and deliver a highly effective program to the students with English as their second 
language. Beck has utilised her outstanding leadership skills to lead both the Prep and Year 3/4 teams over many 
years and she is an outstanding classroom practitioner. 
 
We welcome Mr Matt Vogel who will be teaching 413 for the remainder of the year, along with Mrs Debbie Henson 
who will be teaching EAL for the remainder of the year. 
 
Junior School Landmark Expo 
This week the Year 1 and 2 classes held an expo in the Hall displaying the work they had completed this term on 
Australian natural and manmade landmarks. Their impressive models and dioramas showcasesd the features of 
their chosen landmark, with written information also included in their presentations. Congratulations to all of the 
students for their outstanding work that featured such landmarks as; Wave Rock, Great Barrier Reef, Uluru, 12 
Apostles, Sydney Harbour Bridge and Luna Park. Thank you to the many parents who took the opportunity to 
attend the expo and view the work. Thank you also to the Year 1 & 2 teachers for providing the students with this 
opportunity to display and discuss their work.   
 
ICAS Science Award 
Congratulations to Jessica L (507) for being awarded the Principal’s Award in this year’s Science competition. To 
be presented with this award, students must achieve in the top 1% of results. An outstanding achievement from 
Jess.     
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Great Greythorn Bike Ride   
The excitement is building towards next week’s Great Greythorn Bike Ride. Thirty two students will 
be participating in the ride accompanied by four staff and twelve parents. This promises to be a great 
challenge for those participating, with forty kilometres of riding to be covered each day from Lilydale 
to Warburton and back. We wish everyone well and hopefully a tailwind each day. We look forward to 
hearing about your experiences on return.     
 
Christmas Concert 
Our annual Christmas concert is being held on Thursday, December 13, commencing at 5:30pm. 
Everyone is invited to enjoy a picnic on the Tiger turf and then sit back and relax and watch 
performances from the Choir, all year levels as well as a special item from the teachers. A coffee and 
ice-cream van will be onsite for those wishing to purchase refreshments. 
 
Congratulations Mrs Anwin 
Rebecca Anwin has secured herself a new position as Business Manager at Dandenong West 
Primary School. Rebecca commences there in a few weeks on November 26. We congratulate her 
on securing this new position and acknowledge her for her work at Greythorn during the past 3 years. 
Rebecca has been an integral member of the office team utilising her skills across general 
administration as well as financial management tasks. We wish her well in this new endeavour. 
 
Election Day BBQ 
The PFA is holding a fundraising sausage sizzle on the upcoming election day from 10am to 3pm. 
Assistance is required with this so if you are able to volunteer some time it would be greatly 
appreciated. Details of the volunteer sign up page can be found further in the newsletter.  
 
Oxfam Concert 
The Choir and Taiko group will be performing this Thursday night in the annual Oxfam concert that is 
held in the Box Hill Town Hall. These groups have been performing for many years in this annual 
event. They always perform in an outstanding manner and are wonderful ambassadors for the 
school. Thank you to Joy Odou for the work she has put into preparing the students for the concert 
and for attending on the night to conduct and supervise all who attend.    

In the last 2 weeks I have witnessed some great learning across the school.  Of particular note was 
the Landmarks projects in year 2. It was great to walk into those classrooms and to see the students 
busily collaborating with their peers and creating their landmark.  I saw several MCGs, Uluru, the 
Great Barrier Reef and the Sydney Harbour Bridge amongst others. 



1:1 Devices in Years 3 & 4 in 2019 
 
The results from our 1:1 survey for future years 3 and 4 students have come in. Overwhelmingly the 
families have voted for a 1:1 device program in 2019.  We had a 94% agreement to begin next year. 
Only 7 out of the 137 responses were negative. 
 
Families were given the option of either a Windows tablet or an iPad including a keyboard.  The 
choice of device was the iPad at around 60% to 40% of responses. 
 
Many people expressed their desire to be able to bring in a device that they already had at 
home.  This seemed to be the decisive contributing factor. 
 
Therefore the community has decided and the 1:1 program will begin in both years 3 & 4 in 2019 
using iPads. 
 
The school believes that either device would have worked well within the curriculum and enabled 
students to broaden their ability to present work, articulate ideas and capture learning. 
 
The iPad will connect to Google Apps For Education and students will be able to facilitate any word 
processing, spreadsheets or presentations as Google Docs, Sheets and Slides. 
 
The iPad makes it easy to learn coding through the Scratch Jr App, present work in Book Creator 
and Keynote, or use the Show Me App to articulate their ideas or show their understanding. 
 
We know we will have some people who are disappointed about the choice and who would have 
liked to have seen a Windows device.  This was inevitable under the circumstances and I would say 
to those members of the community that we will be trying our best to provide the best learning 
circumstances for your children with the technology that we have.  We would also say that it is not 
the device that is important but how it is used to improve learning. 
 
There is pretty strong evidence that technology itself has only a mild effect on student learning.  John 
Hattie (Globally recognised Melbourne Uni Meta Data Analyst) scores ICT as having a .47 effect on 
student learning improvement.  The baseline is 0.4 in this case, so anything lower than that would not 
count as having a positive effect. So 0.47 is in positive territory but not earth shattering. 
 
We do not advocate technology for technology's sake.  The teacher and the way they teach is the 
greatest measure for effect on learning.  The technology is a tool, like books and pencils, and it 
provides students with the opportunity to broaden their capacity to publish and present their 
knowledge.  The camera is the key component of this technology as it allows for capturing moments 
of learning and a unique capacity to reflect. A great example as a classroom teacher is the ability to 
share student work on a screen in the classroom via a simple wireless method.  That ability to quickly 
share and provide feedback is an enormous advantage for a classroom teacher. Feedback ranks as 
0.7 with Hattie and is hugely important in any coaching/tutoring/teaching. 

We also believe it is important to become digitally literate in cloud based environments and we will 
be aiming towards all students managing and using Google Apps For Education with their device. 
 
The school will provide iPads to all Greythorn teachers.  We will then continue to provide learning 
experiences for teachers and make sure that we plan in teams to use the device during regular 
classroom practice.  We don't want devices to be used just because they are available. The 
technology is there for teachers to utilise when appropriate learning circumstances take 
place.  Some days would not involve technology and some days would involve a lot. 

Best teaching practice should integrally involve technology as current workplaces do.  In order to do 
this we need to provide teachers and students with the tools to allow this to happen. 
 
Now that we have chosen a device our focus is on how to best use it in a sustained way over the 
next 3-4 years by supporting teachers to plan and use it with best effect for student learning. 
 
Staff Professional Learning 
 
Ms Miller And Ms Kapoor have been at the Literacy Leadership course.  They also visited Ashburton 
Primary School in order to view their writing program. They continue to bring back research and 
evidence to support our literacy programs at Greythorn.  The Literacy Team led a staff professional 
learning session at yesterday’s staff meeting. 
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Ms Kapoor and Ms Wallace were involved in a FISO (Framework for Improving Student Outcomes) 
Network meeting in order to frame professional learning for our network schools in 2019. 
 
Ms Knell has been busy organising a 3-6 swimming event.  Ms Latorre is busy organising the 
Student Art Show that is coming up next Tuesday night November 20th from 5.30pm with the help of 
lots of parent volunteers.  Ms Karvela has been supporting a group of RMIT pre service teachers 
who are at Greythorn for 4 weeks. Ms Mason and myself attended an ICT Planning workshop in 
order to create a school plan for the next 3 years.   

"Thanks for supporting the  
Mango Fund Raiser” 

 
Thank you for supporting 2018 Greythorn 
Primary Mango Fundraiser, we sold exactly 
the same amount as last year!! 
We have raised over $900 which will go 
towards school projects. 
 
Delivery date is estimated to be the first 
week in December, this is dependent on the 
havest period. 
 
You will be advised separately via email the 
pick up times. 



Wednesday 14 November  Chess Club #4 
Jnr School presentations 

Thursday 15 November Yr 5 YLead Leadership workshop  
Oxfam Music Festival Choir & Taiko 

Friday 16 November  Yr 6 Cake Stall 

Monday 19 November Yr 6 Graduation photo 
Regional Cricket finals 
Foundation transition session #5 2.20pm -3.20pm 

Tuesday 20 November Yr 6 Tech kids incursion 
Art show in the Hall 5:30-7:30pm 

Wednesday 21 November  
 

Prep 

Chess Club #5 
Bike It 
Tech kids 

Thursday 22 November Yr 6 Bike Camp 22/11 to 23/11 

Monday 26 November  Foundation transition session #6 2.20pm -3.20pm 
Jnr All Star Hooptime State Finals 

Tuesday 27 November Prep 
Yr 4 

Zoo excursion 
Techkids Inc 
 

Wednesday 28 November  Chess Club #6 

Thursday 29 November Yr 5 
Yr 3 

2019 Student leadership speeches 
Tech Kids 
Jnr Future Techkids Inc 

Friday 30 November Yr 3 Tech Kids 

Monday 3 December  French Day 

Tuesday 4 December Yr 2-6 House swimming carnival 
Foundation orientation day—Meet the teacher 
Book collection day 

Wednesday 5 December Yr 6 Market day 

Thursday 6 December F-6 Musica Viva incursion 

Monday 10 December  Student leaders announced at assembly 

Tuesday 11 December  Parent helpers morning tea in the Hall 10:30-
11:30am 

Wednesday 12 December  Science Club—wind car competition 

Thursday 13 December  2018 & 2019 student leaders handover 

Tuesday 18 December Yr 6 Graduation 

Victorian School Term Dates 
 

Click here for the 2018 - 2025 Victorian school term dates. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/datesterm.aspx?Redirect=1


Music News 



Boys Tennis Finals 

On Wednesday 14
th 

November we participated in the Eastern Region Boys Tennis Finals at 
Pinewood Tennis Club, hoping to be the regional champions. Due to the rain, all the singles matches 
were cancelled and we played doubles games only. 
 
In our pool we won 2 games against Doncaster Gardens and Upwey South Primary School. 
Unfortunately we lost to Templeton Primary School in the final game but were lucky enough to make 
the semi-finals. 
 
Our semi-final was against Mt Waverly Primary School and despite our best efforts we came up short 
losing the 4 games. We were then placed to compete for 3

rd
 and 4

th
. 

 
Overall, our team came 4

th
 (out of 9) losing the third place match to St Peter’s. All the boys tried their 

best and we all had a great time being involved in the finals. 
 
Thank you to Yelka, Clarissa and Rebekah for driving us to and from the venue. Special thanks to 
Mrs Miller for training and coaching the team and Ms Nitsos for attending and supervising us on the 
day. 
 
Tom 604 Callum 605 



Lost Property  

A reminder to please ensure all items of clothing and lunch boxes are clearly named. 
There are a large number of items in the lost property cupboard. 
 
Please encourage children to visit the cupboard if they are missing any jumpers/hats/lunch boxes. 



Greythorn Primary School 
 

Parents who wish to enrol 
siblings of existing GPS students 

 For Prep 2019 
  

PLEASE DO SO NOW 
 





The Greythorn Primary School community appreciates the opportunity 
we have had to have publicity on the site of Koonung Heights Uniting 
Church (located on the corner of Belmore and Winfield Rds).  The 
church is now inviting our school community to attend their second-hand 
market on Saturday, 1 December, 9 am until noon.  Sausage sizzle, 
cake stall, Devonshire tea, Christmas-themed activities for children, and 
plenty of Christmas gift ideas for people of all ages.  Details on the 
church’s website:  https://koonungheights.unitingchurch.org.au/  

https://koonungheights.unitingchurch.org.au/


Student Banking 



 





 





 




