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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Welcome Back! 
A warm welcome back to you all to the 2019 school year. I trust that 
you enjoyed a relaxing time with family and friends over the 
Christmas and holiday period. A special warm welcome to all new 
families who have joined us this year. I am looking forward to 
getting to know our new families and I encourage you from the 
outset to become involved in all aspects of our wonderful school 
community. 
 
New Staff 
It is my pleasure to welcome the following new staff to Greythorn 
Primary School: 

Peter Sartori – Year 6 
Mathew Vogel – Year 4 
Tali Eades – Year 3 
Antoinette Kennedy – French (3 days) 
Bronwyn Kenney – Office Administration 
 

We also welcome back Brooke Walling who is teaching Library two 
days a week and Bec Banez who is teaching one day a week in class 
414. Fairlie McDonald is also now working two days a week in the 
office on a permanent basis. 
 
Congratulations Ms Shepherd and Mrs Birch 
Amber Shepherd gave birth to a boy, Jack, on Dec 21st, with Bec 
Birch giving birth to a girl, Sienna, on Christmas Day. They are all 
doing well and we congratulate them and their families during this 
exciting time and look forward to their first visit to school. 
 
PFA Welcome BBQ 
The annual PFA Welcome BBQ is being held on Friday, February 
15th. Sausages and drinks will be provided and an ice-cream and 
coffee van will also be onsite. The event commences at 3:30pm and 
is being held on the netball court in front of the Hall. All families are 
invited to attend with a special invitation to our new Prep families 
as well as other new families who have joined Greythorn PS this 
year. Games and activities will also be provided for the children who 
attend. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Term Dates: 
Term 1: 31 Jan-5 April  

Term 2: 23 April-28 June  
Term 3: 15 July-20 Sept  
Term 4: 7 Oct -20 Dec  

 
School Camps 

Year 5: Sovereign Hill  Mar 20-22 
 

Upcoming Events 
Fri  8 Feb: Chinese New Year Lunch & Lion Dance 

(11.15am Stadium) 
 

Fri 15 Feb: Inter School Sport v Boroondara PS 
 

Fri 15 Feb : GPS Welcome BBQ 3.30-5.30pm 
 

Mon 25 Feb: District Swimming 
(Yr3-5 Selected Students) 

 
Fri 1 Mar: Inter School Sport v Balwyn North PS 

 
Tues Mar 5: School Photo Day 

 
Fri 8 Mar: Inter School Sport v St Bede’s PS 

 
Mon 11 Mar: LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY 

 
Thurs 29 Mar: Musica Viva (Prep-Yr6) 

Victorian School Term Dates 
 
Click here for the 2019 - 2025 Victorian 
school term dates. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/datesterm.aspx?Redirect=1
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/datesterm.aspx?Redirect=1


PRINCIPAL’S REPORT Continued.  

Chinese New Year 
To celebrate Chinese New Year this week, the students will be attending a Lion Dance in the stadium on  Friday at 
11:15am. This has been organised by the PFA with the assistance of Mrs Kenos. We ask that the students provide a gold 
coin donation on Friday and they can also dress in red or traditional Chinese costume. Suzy is also providing a special 
lunch on the day and we thank her sincerely for that. 
 
First Aid/Sickness 
The Administration staff, as well as teachers, do a wonderful job on a daily basis dealing with sick students and medical 
issues. If your child/children require medication at school for such conditions as asthma or anaphylaxis, then please  
ensure that it has been handed in at the office and is accompanied by the required treatment plan. All staff are diligent 
when dealing with any medical or first aid issues so your cooperation with this would be greatly appreciated. Also, we do 
at times get students attending school who are clearly unwell and should be at home recovering. This is often the case 
when a student has had a bout of diarrhoea or vomiting the night before. In these cases, children should be kept at home 
for at least 24 hrs to allow them to recover properly and ensure that infections are not passed on. 
 
Food Allergies 
We have many students at school who suffer from allergic reactions to a wide variety of food stuffs. In some cases for 
some students, the reaction, if affected, is severe and can be life-threatening. I ask that you be conscious of this and assist 
where necessary in not sending to school particular foods. Though we cannot ban foods, assisting to eliminate exposure in 
some classes would be greatly appreciated. Please discuss this issue with your child’s/children’s teacher/s as they will be 
able to indicate to you if there is an issue in any class.  
 
Student Safety 
For all of us at school the safety of your child/children is our number one priority. To assist us with  attendance data and 
the whereabouts of every student on a daily basis, I ask that you sign your child/children in at the office if they are late for 
school. This means anyone arriving after 9am. It is not appropriate to send your child/children in on their own to the 
office if they are late. A parent must accompany anyone to sign the late notice and accompany them to their classroom. 
Your attention to and assistance with this matter will be very much appreciated.  
 
Parking/Pick-up & Drop-Off 
I urge everyone again this year to follow all road rules during drop-off and pick-up times when within the  
vicinity of the school. The safety of all students is paramount during the congested before and after school periods. I also 
urge everyone to consider the local residents and be courteous when parking in the surrounding streets. 
 
Parent/Teacher Meetings 
As is the case each year in Term 1, Parent/Teacher meetings will be scheduled to enable you to meet your child’s/
children’s new teacher/s and discuss the year ahead. These meetings are being held in Week Four on Tuesday 19th and 
Wednesday 20th February. Meeting times can be booked via Compass. 
 
Boroondara Active and Safe Schools (BASS) 
Greythorn Primary School has been selected to participate this year in the Boroondara Active & Safe Schools program. 
The program is designed to promote active travel to and from school such as walking and riding and the associated health 
benefits and community involvement. The project leader is Tara Watson who will be working within the Greythorn PS 
community this term and for the remainder of the year. Tara met with staff yesterday afternoon to outline the objectives 
of the program and the planned activities.  
 
All students will be taking home a survey on Monday to complete and we ask that these be retuned on Tuesday for the 
students to complete the associated class activity. Tara will also have a pop-up stall in the yard next Thursday afternoon 
so that parents can have their say and discuss the program with her. I look forward to your support of the planned  
activities and events that the program will offer.  
 
Free Concrete Pavers  
We have approximately 52 concrete pavers (600 x 600 x 50mm) that are available for free to anyone interested in them. 

They were removed from the shed that was demolished adjacent to the oak tree last year. Please contact the office if you 

are interested. 

Andrew Searle 
Principal 



ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Cybersafety 
In the first few weeks of school we are focusing on cyber safety.  As part of Safer Internet Day on 5th  
February all classes participated in classroom activities relating to using the internet safely and  
understanding  behaviour online.   
GPS has a school wide cyber safe curriculum that will build the understanding of all students.   

It begins with keeping personal information to yourself and having a trust network of adults if you feel  

unsafe online.  It builds into understanding privacy settings and an awareness of other participants in online 

worlds and games.  There is an emphasis on understanding what it means to be cyberbullied including the 

consequences for all participants.  Finally there is a great deal of discussion around the idea of audience and 

what it means in social media and online environments. 

The following link will take you to a video that emphasizes the idea of audience in relation to cyberbullying.  
We will show this video to students in Years 5 & 6.   
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bdQBurXQOeQ&list=PLE0D6CDFD9CEADD31 
 
Professional Learning 
The first official teachers day at school was last Tuesday and Greythorn teachers were part of a professional 
learning session with 3 other local schools.  This session was hosted by Glen Pearsall, an outstanding  
educational consultant and presenter.  The presentation largely focused on Effective Assessment and  
specifically around more effective questioning.  He provided teachers with loads of practical strategies and 
ideas in regards to ongoing assessment and feedback. These strategies align very closely to the  
Department’s HITS (High Impact Teaching Strategies).  There are 10 HITS, number 7 is questioning and  
number 8 is feedback.  The HITS are evidenced based strategies that promote the most effective  
improvement in teaching practice, largely based around the work of John Hattie’s Visible Learning.  All staff 
were provided a copy of Glen Pearsall’s book ‘Fast and Effective Assessment’ to further their development in 
this area. 
 
Technology 
The 1:1 device program has been introduced to the Year 3 & 4 cohort.  Students have brought their own 
devices and have been connected to the Department’s Wi-Fi.  Students now have a new tool to publish their 
work, to research and to capture and reflect on their learning.   
 

As of the first day of school every classroom in the school has a very large TV monitor as a learning tool.  
In the coming days teachers will be receiving an iPad to use in conjunction with the TV monitors so that they 
can wirelessly connect and have increased flexibility to connect in the classroom. You may have seen the 
new projector screen in the stadium above the French room door.  The projector infrastructure is all set up 
and we are waiting for delivery of our laser projector that will enable displays in the stadium during  
assemblies and other school events. 

Duncan Exton 
Assistant Principal 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bdQBurXQOeQ&list=PLE0D6CDFD9CEADD31


STUDENT BANKING 

STUDENT BANKING – EVERY WEDNESDAY EXCEPT THE LAST WEEK OF TERM 
WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL BANKING FOR TERM 1, 2019  

 
New School Banking rewards now available! 

 
Exciting new Term 1 Polar Savers rewards are now available, while stocks last! 

 
         Scented Stackable Highlighters              Snowy Origami Set 
 
For every deposit made at school students will receive a silver Dollarmites token. Once students have  
individually collected 10 tokens they can redeem them for exclusive School Banking reward items in  
recognition of their regular savings habits. There are two new items released each term so be sure to keep 
an eye out for them! 
 
Thank you for supporting the School Banking program and don’t forget that Wednesday is School Banking 
day! 
Congratulations to 411 for being today’s winner of the first banking trophy for 2019. 
 
Tanya, Jacinta and Kate 
School Banking Co-ordinators (klocke@iinet.net.au) 

                
               

    

mailto:klocke@iinet.net.au


GREYTHORN PRIMARY SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
LISTING OF GOODS AND SERVICE PROVIDERS 

 

Greythorn Primary School is fortunate to have within its community many parents operating their own  
businesses or involved in businesses that provide goods and services that may be of interest to all parents 
within the School. 
 

These goods and services could include cafes and restaurants, florists, hairdressers, dog grooming, plumbers, 
mechanics, doctors, dentists, builders, landscapers, financial planners, rental  
accommodation, real estate agents etc. 
 

In 2018, the PFA created a voluntary listing of these businesses.  If you wish to add your business to the 
listing, there is no expectation that you would be asked to quote or provide goods or services at anything 
other than commercial rates.  It merely aims to give parents an option to say call a plumber for a quote who 
may also be a school parent.  It may also allows the PFA or School to call you for a quote. 
 

If interested, please complete the details below and return to the PFA via the office or return online to  
greythornpfa@gmail.com.  The listing appears on Compass at regular intervals and is  
always accessible on the School’s website and Facebook page. 
 

 

BUSINESS NAME: 
  

  
  
  
  

BUSINESS CONTACT DETAILS: 
(please include both an email address 
and website address if appropriate) 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF GOODS AND/OR 
SERVICES PROVIDED: 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

ANY OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION:   
  
  
  
  
  

SCHOOL FAMILY NAME AND CLASSES:   
  
  

PFA NEWS 

mailto:greythornpfa@gmail.com


Senior Choir 
Senior Choir rehearsals are held on Wednesday mornings at 8:15am in the school hall.  Senior 
Choir members had their first rehearsal for the year on Wednesday 6th February.  Please note that 
there will be no choir rehearsals for the next two weeks (13th & 20th February).  Rehearsals will 
resume on Wednesday 27th February.  We look forward to a wonderful year of performances. 
 
Instrumental Lessons   
Instrumental lessons are available after school in 2019 on a range of instruments including violin, 
viola, flute, clarinet and saxophone.  Please see myself, or the school office for details if you are 
interested.  Additional instruments are offered from an external provider and details are available 
from the school office. 
 
GYPSIES 2019 
The GYPSIES is our school orchestra and is open to anyone who has some experience playing an 
orchestral instrument.  This year, rehearsals are held on Thursdays from 3:40 – 4:40pm in the  
Music Room.  The first rehearsal for the year is on Thursday 7th February.  Loren Brealey is our 
orchestra conductor.  If you are interested in joining or continuing in the GYPSIES, please see  
myself or the school office for an enrolment form.  Thank you. 
 
A reminder to families whose children participated in Gypsies in 2018 to ensure 2018 invoices 
have been paid.  
 
Joy Odou 
Music Teacher 

Music 








