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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Term Dates: 
Term 1: 31 Jan-5 April  

Term 2: 23 April-28 June  
Term 3: 15 July-20 Sept  
Term 4: 7 Oct -20 Dec  

 
School Camps 

Year 5: Sovereign Hill  Mar 20-22 
 

Upcoming Events 
Mon 25 Feb: District Swimming 

(Yr3-5 Selected Students) 
 

Fri 1 Mar: Inter School Sport v Balwyn North PS 
 

Tues 5 Mar: School Photo Day 
 

Mon 11 Mar: LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY 
 

Tue 12 Mar—15 Mar: Year 6 Portsea Camp 
 

Wed 20 Mar—22 Mar: Year 5 Sovereign Hill Camp 
 

Thu 21 Mar: Walk to Maranoa Gardens (Yr3) 
 

Thurs 29 Mar: Musica Viva (Prep-Yr6) 
 

Fri 19 Apr—End of Term 1 

Victorian School Term Dates 
 
Click here for the 2019 - 2025 Victorian 
school term dates. 

PFA Welcome BBQ 
Last Friday was a perfect afternoon for the PFA Welcome BBQ. It was 
great to see such a large number of parents and students attending to 
enjoy an afternoon of games, activities and fun. Everyone enjoyed the 
sausage sizzle and drinks with the ice-cream van proving to be  
extremely popular.  The children were kept entertained with face  
painting as well as games and football skill activities provided by the 
Greythorn Park Junior Football Club. Sincere thanks to all members of 
the PFA for organising and coordinating this wonderful event. It was a 
great way to welcome new families to our school as well as for all others 
in our community to socialise. 
 
Curriculum Day 
Friday, March 8th has been designated as our next curriculum (student 
free) day. All staff will be undertaking the Cultural Understanding and 
Safety Training (CUST). The purpose of the training is to increase  
understanding of Koorie culture, history and experience to ensure a 
strong foundation for culturally inclusive practices. Training also aligns 
with the Framework for Improving Student Outcomes, including the 
state-wide priority of positive climate for learning. The Department has 
mandated that all teachers must complete this training by 2020. Staff 
from Deepdene and Belle Vue Primary Schools will undertake this  
training with us on the day. Students will not be required at school on 
this day. 
 
Boroondara Active and Safe Schools (BASS) 
Thank you to all families for your support in completing the BASS  
survey last week. The information provided will assist the coordinator, 
Tara Watson, to tailor the program and activities to our community  
context and needs. I know that many of you took the opportunity to meet 
and talk with Tara last Thursday at her pop-up stall in the yard. A group 
of students has also been selected to work with Tara on the promotion of 
the program and organisation of activities and events. 
 
School Council Nominations 
The nomination period for school council membership remains open 
until 4pm this Friday. Nomination forms are available from the office. 
Vacant positions are available for those interested in joining council. 
The school council has particular functions in setting and monitoring the 
school’s direction as listed below. Being a council member is a great 
way to have a direct impact on school governance and decision making 
and I urge you to consider becoming a member. Council meets on the 
third Tuesday of every month at 7pm.  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/datesterm.aspx?Redirect=1
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/datesterm.aspx?Redirect=1


PRINCIPAL’S REPORT Continued.  

Andrew Searle 
Principal 

School councils have three main responsibilities: 
finance: overseeing the development of the school’s annual budget and ensuring proper records are kept of the 
school’s financial operation 
strategic planning: participating in the development and monitoring of the school strategic plan 
policy development and review: developing, reviewing and updating policies that reflect a school’s values and 
support the school’s broad direction outlined in its strategic plan. 
 
Other key functions of school councils include: 
raising funds for school related purposes 
maintaining school grounds and facilities 
entering into contracts 
reporting annually to the school community and the Department 
creating interest in the school in the wider community 
representing and taking the views of the community into account 
regulating and facilitating after-hours use of school premises and grounds 
 
PFA Annual General Meeting 
The PFA AGM is being held tonight at 7:30pm in the meeting room. Greythorn Primary School is very  
fortunate to have such a proactive PFA and they are always looking for new members to join. The PFA organise 
many fundraising and social events and activities throughout the year. The school relies heavily on the  
additional funding that is raised each year by these activities and events.  
I urge you to consider joining the team as it a great way to get to know other parents as well as being able to 
have a direct and positive impact on the school and the programs and resources that we can offer. I understand 
that we all lead very busy lives, but even if you are only able to assist for limited hours or only at certain times 
of the year, the PFA would love to have you on board.   
 
Meet The Teacher 
Thank you to those of you who took the opportunity this week to schedule times to meet your child’s/children’s 
teacher/s for 2019. A positive home-school partnership is vital for all children and their education and we value 
this highly at Greythorn. Having the opportunity to meet with the teachers and discuss your child/children is the 
first step in creating a positive partnership.   
 
Library Mascot Competition 
Congratulations to Maddie B (606) who won the recent library mascot design competition. Maddie’s design 
features a book and is called Elly The Extraordinary Book. As the winner she won a book and a ‘W’ shaped 
chocolate. Thank you to Mrs Kenos for organising another great library competition.  
 
GPS Golf Day 
The third GPS Golf Day is being held at Freeway Golf on Sunday, March 24 at 1pm. The number of  
participants continues to grow each year and with limited places, booking early will be essential. The cost of 
$40 per person includes 9 holes of Ambrose Golf, a sausage sizzle as well as prizes. All details including the 
Trybooking link will be published shortly. David Axup is once again coordinating this event and I thank him for 
his time in organising this great social activity. 
 
Pick My Project 
Since being awarded the grant money last year to redevelop and extend our outdoor artificial surface and play 
space, work has continued on the project and is progressing well. The work so far has included completing  
required documentation on budgets, scope of works and design elements. We have also been liaising with  
Department personnel as well as the VSBA (Victorian School Building Authority) to fulfil permission and  
planning requirements. The selection of a project manager is almost complete and will enable us to move into 
the final design stage and subsequent tender process.  



ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Duncan Exton 
Assistant Principal 

Cybersafety 
The students are continuing to discuss cybersafety issues at school during their library sessions.  The themes 
include keeping your personal information to yourself, privacy, building a trust network of friends,  
cyberbullying and its consequences, as well as maintaining a positive digital reputation. 
As part of our focus on cybersafety we have invited The Cyber Safety Project to our school to share an evening 
with the parents about maintaining a balance -  where positive digital behaviour is encouraged whilst being 
managed effectively.  This presentation will be on March 4th from 7-8.30pm in the hall.  We encourage parents 
to come and learn about this increasingly prominent part of our lives. 
 

Learning 
I have seen so many positive and great learning experiences going on around the school in the first 3 weeks.  

One of my favourites was the Year 3 & 4 technology/problem solving rotations.  Each teacher had planned and  

created a session and every class rotated through that session.  There was using plastic cups to build the largest 

structure you could come up with,  collaborative problem solving games, illustrating your peers with your eyes 

shut, making a structure with only spaghetti and marshmallows and using your shoes in your group to make the 

tallest structure. 

Professional Learning 
All the staff were involved in a professional learning session with Trish Fahey who is a Educational   
Improvement Leader in Literacy with the Education Department.  She led us through a session in the best use of 
data that informs planning and teaching.   
She helped to define areas of need within literacy learning in order to better plan for both cohorts and   
individuals.  She will be back early next term to lead our year level teams in more specific conversations around 
the data that we collect.  As in all fields of industry, we are always looking to use the data that we collect, to 
better inform our planning and teaching practice.  
The school is moving its data repository across to Google Apps this term.  All staff will be using Google Apps 
For Education from midway through Term One.  This means a shift in the way we collaborate through  
planning, it means we have accessibility all the time and it provides us with a learning management system for 
sharing with students that is easy to use, cuts down on paper and encourages collaboration.  GPS staff have 
been introduced to Google at school through professional learning sessions.   
 

Technology 
Every teacher in the school now has an iPad with keyboard, the same as the students.  Everyone is now able to 
use their large TV screen wirelessly through their Apple TV.  In the Year 3 & 4 classrooms every student is 
able to access the TV and share their work via the Apple TV via their 1:1 device.   
Starting from this week we will be joining the students in Years 3 & 4  to their Google accounts so that they 
will be able to access learning content in a more personalised manner through their device.  They will be able to 
publish their classroom work in a number of ways.  They will be able to articulate their ideas in a number of 
ways.  They will be able to experience collaboration in the cloud and give and receive feedback in this way.  
They will develop their understanding of cloud computing with the suite of apps made available to them. 
You may have seen the giant screen now housed in the stadium.  On the opposite side of the stadium we now 
have a laser projector that will project images even in bright light.  From now on you will see images and  
videos at assembly, PE classes will have the use of this technology, aftercare and potentially other community 
events.  It is a movie sized screen. 

https://www.cybersafetyproject.com.au/


LIBRARY NEWS 

        
Welcome to 2019. We are very excited that the students will be having weekly library lessons throughout the 
entire year. The library captains for 2019 are Marianna Freesz and Isaac Huang and they are very excited 
about starting Library Club and running competitions.  
 
The first competition for the year was finding a mascot for the library. Our beloved ‘Bubbles’ was eager to 
retire so we needed a replacement. The winner of our competition was Madeleine Brown from 606. Our new 
GPS mascot is Elly the extraordinary book. Keep your eyes opened for our mascot in the coming weeks. 
 
Our library is a very busy place. There is always something exciting happening and lots of new books to 
check out, so please visit us during our opening hours. Please make sure to look after our books and return 
them on time. If you lose or damage a book you will need to pay for it or replace it but we really hope we will 
not have to issue any of these notices. So remember to take care of our library books! 

 
 
Quote of the week:    ‘A child who reads will be an adult who thinks.’ 
 
 

Library Times: 
 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday – 1:00pm – 1:25pm (1st half lunch) 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday - 3:30pm – 3:45pm.  

Library Club: Wednesday 1:00pm – 1:25pm 
Mrs Nopi Kenos and Mrs Brooke Walling 

 
 

 
Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF) 

 
If you hold a health care card you may be eligible for the Camps, Sports and Excursion fund 

(CSEF). This is a payment of $125 for primary school children made once a year to the school and 
helps pay for camps, excursions and sports events. 

 
If you think you may be eligible please ask for an application form at the office and bring your 

health care card with you. Applications close on 21st June 2019.   
 

If you have any questions about this please arrange to see the Business Manager Aisha Ali. 
 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi51OaFm8ngAhXQXCsKHZyRD1cQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.irishexaminer.com%2Flifestyle%2Fhealthandlife%2Fparenting%2Fstudy-shows-kids-get-more-benefit-from-
https://requestreduce.org/image/children-with-books-clipart/23894.html


SOCIAL SERVICE 

Greythorn Primary School is very excited to announce that it 
has become a supporter of an organisation known as “Boots for 
All”. 
 
Based in Melbourne, Boots for All seeks to break down barriers 
to sport participation and strengthen  
communities by collecting and distributing quality, new and 
near-new sports equipment to vulnerable  
Australians. 
 
So how can you help …… 
 
Shortly, a Boots for All box will be located near the office.  
Please donate any sports equipment and clothing that you may 
have that is in good, reusable condition.   Specific donation 
items include: 
 

 football boots (all codes) 
 basketball shoes 
 sneakers/running shoes 
 sports balls 
 sports bags 
 cricket bats, pads, gloves, helmets 
 softball & baseball bats & gloves 
 shin guards 
 team uniforms 
 active wear 
 general sportswear 
 general fitness equipment 
 
Once our box is full, we contact Boots for All who collect the 
items.  They are then sorted and sent to  
community groups, indigenous communities and in need teams 
and organisations. Some items may also be sold by Boots for 
All in their shop. 
How great will it be that all that sports equipment and clothing 
that you have at home that you no longer use or doesn’t fit can 
now be donated and may allow someone less fortunate to play 
in a sports team for the first time in their life? 
 
We thank the Greythorn community for their support in this 
initiative. 
 
Cleo and Will 
Social Service Captains 



STUDENT BANKING 

SCHOOL BANKING – EVERY WEDNESDAY EXCEPT THE LAST WEEK OF TERM.  
School Banking tokens – what you need to know. 
 
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT TOKENS 
One silver Dollarmites token will be issued for every School Banking deposit 
made (maximum of one per week). You need to have made 10 School Banking 
deposits to redeem a reward. Tokens do not expire.  If you don’t have enough  
tokens at the end of any year, you can save them for the next year, until you have 
10 tokens to redeem for a reward item. Tokens cannot be pooled between, or  
given to, siblings or friends to get rewards faster.  The School Banking rewards 
program is designed to reward individual savings. All rewards are available to 
order from the term listed and are offered only while stocks last.  Your deposit/
token count is electronically tracked by School Banking so it doesn’t matter if 
you lose your Silver Dollarmites tokens.  
 
You can also track your tokens on our new, fun, easy to use CommBank Youth 
App (visit www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking for more details).  
If you forget to put your School Banking in one week, you are unable to make 2 deposits the following week 
for 2 tokens.  Maximum of one deposit/one token per week.  
 
HOW TO REDEEM YOUR TOKENS FOR A REWARD ITEM 
To redeem your reward item from School Banking: 
Complete a Rewards Card slip by writing in your details and ticking the item you would like to redeem  
Place the slip in your yellow Dollarmites wallet with your 10 Silver Dollarmites tokens;  
Hand it in with your School Banking Deposit on School Banking Day. 
 
Thank you for supporting the School Banking program and remember, School Banking day is every  
Wednesday. 
 
Congratulations to 318 who was the winner of the School Banking Trophy for Week 3 and to 220 who is the 
winner for Week 4.    
 
Kate, Tanya and Jacinta 
School Banking Co-ordinators (klocke@iinet.net.au) 

http://www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking


As you may be aware, the PFA collates a voluntary listing of businesses 
operating within our school community that may be of interest to all  
parents. 
 
The listing is growing and is available for your viewing on both the school 
website (click on the icon as shown at left) and via a link on the school 
Facebook page.  The listing will also appear on Compass once a term and 
is able to be updated or added to at any time. 
 
Thank you to those families who have already forwarded their details for 
inclusion.  Should you wish to add your details to this listing, a copy of the 
relevant form is also attached. 

LIST OF GOODS SERVICES 

GREYTHORN PRIMARY SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
LISTING OF GOODS AND SERVICE PROVIDERS 

 

Greythorn Primary School is fortunate to have within its community many parents operating their own  
businesses or involved in businesses that provide goods and services that may be of interest to all parents  
within the School. 
 

These goods and services could include cafes and restaurants, florists, hairdressers, dog grooming, plumbers, 
mechanics, doctors, dentists, builders, landscapers, financial planners, rental accommodation and real estate 
agents etc. 
 

In 2018, the PFA created a voluntary listing of these businesses.  If you wish to add your business to the list-
ing, there is no expectation that you would be asked to quote or provide goods or services at anything other 
than commercial rates.  It merely aims to give parents an option to say call a plumber for a quote who may 
also be a school parent.  It may also allows the PFA or School to call you for a quote. 
 

If interested, please complete the details below and return to the PFA via the office or return online to  
greythornpfa@gmail.com.  The listing appears on Compass at regular intervals and is  
always accessible on the School’s website and Facebook page. 
 

BUSINESS NAME: 
  

  
  
  
  

BUSINESS CONTACT DETAILS: 
(please include both an email address and 
website address if appropriate) 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF GOODS 
AND/OR SERVICES PROVIDED: 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

ANY OTHER RELEVANT  
INFORMATION: 

  
  
  
  
  
  

SCHOOL FAMILY NAME AND  
CLASSES: 

  
  
  

mailto:greythornpfa@gmail.com


INTERSCHOOL SPORT 
 
Rounders 
15th February was a special day for our boys rounders team. This day was our first match as we were against 
Boroondara Primary school. It was a spectacular game with the ending scores in Greythorn’s favour, 8 – 18. 
We’ve learnt we need to practice our fielding skills and different positions from Boroondara’s phenomenal 
balling. Overall both schools could take something away from this match, win or lose. 
Jack G 605, the Rounders Captain 
 
Girls Hot Shots Tennis Team 
The scores 10 to 1 set and 1 draw 
It was a great game we played well and we had fun. A special mention to Tianna, Ebony, Lauren, Aliesha 
and Michelle for their first time playing, good job. 
By Alannah 606 
 
Boys Hot Shots tennis team 
The scores were 9 to 3 sets. 
Good job for the boys for showing great sportsmanship. The played excellent game. A special mention 
Yong Hao, Ethan, Jayden, Sean and Neil. You guys did an amazing job on your first game. 
By Eugene 605 
 
Softball 
This week in boy’s softball we played Boroondara Park Primary School. The first innings we played really 
well and scored 7 home runs – the maximum allowed in one innings. Our fielding was terrific and we only 
conceded three runs. Jakub, Josh and Kieran all took amazing catches to stop Boroondara Park in their 
tracks. Our hitting was the best aspect of our game, with us scoring 26 runs in total. Special mentions to 
Campbell D for great catching and Josh and Will for their accurate pitching. We can’t wait for our next 
match!  
By Levi and Kieran 
 
Cricket 
On the 15th of Feb we played Boroondara P.S. for Inter-School cricket. Some of us met some of our   
teammates from our cricket club (KHCC) which was exciting. Also the pitch was double booked, so we only 
had one pitch to play on, so as a result some of us didn’t get to ball or bat.  We got 15 runs in the first  
innings, in the second we took at least 2 wickets but they got 66 runs. Disregarding that we lost, we all had a 
terrific game and had some much needed oranges and snakes at the end. And big thanks to Mr Sartori for the  
coaching. By Kim 603 
 
Girls' Softball Report 
The Mighty Thorns played against B.P.P.S on Friday in a great softball match. We played an amazing game 
of two innings. The final score was 14-7. Sanulee played well in her first game and Alison was great as 
catcher. We are excited about our next game and well done to B.P.P.S.  
By Jamie and Peggy  

SPORT NEWS 












