
Greythorn Primary School No. 4694        Reading Avenue, North Balwyn. 3104            Telephone: 9857 9762   Fax: 9857 8175 
Website: http://www.greythornps.vic.edu.au            Email: greythorn.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au             OSHCLUB   0411 392 707 

Principal: Andrew Searle 

Edition 3. March 6 2019 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Victorian School Term Dates 
 
Click here for the 2019 - 2025 Victorian school 
term dates. 

Fun Run 2019 
It’s on again………the great Greythorn Fun Run - Monday, March 25. 
Last year’s event was a huge success with over $38,000 being raised. 
This money was used to purchase and install the fans in the stadium, 
with excess money being used to purchase the soccer goals and other 
P.E. resources. 
 
We aim to raise the same amount or more than last year with the money 
to be used to install a high fence along the Loma Linda Ave side of the 
oval, as well as to assist with the cost of the artificial play space  
redevelopment through our Pick My Project grant. Once again many 
prizes will be on offer across all year levels with one raffle ticket being 
awarded for every $10 raised. This year’s major prize of a top-range 
scooter will be awarded to one girl and one boy for raising the most  
individually. So save the date and come along to Greythorn Park to  
support your children and all the students in their endeavours. A coffee 
van will be onsite for refreshments.   
 
Curriculum Day 
A reminder that this Friday is a curriculum day and therefore a student 
free day.  
 
GPS Golf Day 
This year’s golf day has been rescheduled for a week later than  
originally advertised. It is now being held on Sunday, March 31.  
Bookings can be made at: https://www.trybooking.com/BBACW by 
March 15. Places are limited so book early. 
 
District & Division Swimming Finals 
Congratulations to our District Swimming team who competed at the 

event on Monday, February 25. All of the students performed extremely 
well with many outstanding achievements. The team placed second 

overall and was only 7 points in arrears of the winning team. An effort 
that they should all be very proud of. Seventeen members of the team 

qualified for the Divisional final that was held yesterday at the Monash 
Aquatic Centre. Again all of the the students achieved outstanding re-
sults and they can all be very proud of their performances. As a result, 

the following students will be competing at next week’s Regional finals: 
Oscar D (603) Breaststroke & Freestyle, Heidi C (510) Breaststroke and 

the Boys relay team of Oscar D (603), Joshua L (604), Jack G (605) and 
Kieran S (604) competing in the Medley and Freestyle events.  

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
  

Term Dates: 
Term 1: 31 Jan-5 April  

Term 2: 23 April-28 June  
Term 3: 15 July-20 Sept  
Term 4: 7 Oct -20 Dec  

  
School Camps 

Year 6: Portsea Mar 12-15 
Year 5: Sovereign Hill Mar 20-22 

Term 2, Year 4: Camp Oasis May 1-3May 
  

Upcoming Events 
  

Fri 8 Mar: CURRICULUM DAY 
  

Mon 11 Mar: LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY 
 

Mon 18 Mar: Cyber Safety Evening 
 

Wed 20 Mar: Carey Sports (Yr3) 
 

Thurs 21 Mar: Harmony Day Indigenous Incursion 
 

  Thurs 21 Mar: Walk to Maranoa Gardens (Yr3) 
 

Fri Mar 22: Ride to School Day 
 

Mon 25 Mar: School Fun Run 
 

Thurs 28 Mar: Musical Viva (Prep-Yr6) 
 

Fri 29 Mar: Inter School Sport v St Clement of Rome PS 
 

Mon 1 Apr: Carey Sports (Yr4) 
 

Thurs 4 Apr: Excursion NGV & State Library (Yr6) 
 

Fri 5 April: Inter School Sport v Mont Albert PS 
  

Fri 5 Apr: End of Term 1 (finish 2.30pm) 
Assembly 1.50pm 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/datesterm.aspx?Redirect=1
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/datesterm.aspx?Redirect=1
https://www.trybooking.com/BBACW%20by%20March%2015
https://www.trybooking.com/BBACW%20by%20March%2015
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Andrew Searle 
Principal 

Congratulations to these students and we wish them well for next week. Thank you to Miss Knell for the time 

that she puts into managing the team and all administrative tasks for these events. 

Cyber Safety Forum 
The forum has been rescheduled as is now being held on Monday, March 18 from 7-8:30pm in the Hall. This 
promises to be a valuable session for all parents as it will provide up-to-date information on all cyber safety 
issues. 
 
PFA Easter Raffle 
The PFA is once again holding its annual Easter raffle. Ticket books will be sent home to all families tomorrow. 
Donations for the prizes will be greatly received and can be left in the donation box near the office or left with 
class teachers. Prizes will be drawn on the last day of term when we will be holding an assembly at 1:50pm. 
 
Lost Property 
The lost property cupboard has been relocated and revamped. Lost property can now be found in the Hall foyer. 
Clothing is now being hung on racks making it much easier to look for items. Other lost property has also been 
reorganised into categories for ease of  viewing. One of our E.S. staff, Kylie Batten has been responsible for this 
reorganisation and I thank her for the time that she has put into this. Phoebe C (604) has had significant input 
into changing and revamping the old system. Found property leaders have been appointed to oversee the  
management of these items.  
 
Year 5 & 6 Camps 
The Year 6 students and teachers will be attending their annual camp at Portsea next week from Tuesday to 
Friday. We wish them well and look forward to hearing about their experiences. The Year 5 students and staff 
attend their camp the following week. They will spend three days at Log Cabin Camp near Creswick and we 
also wish them well for their time away.  
 
School Tours 
Weekly school tours commence on Wednesday, March 6. Bookings can be made via the school office on 9857 
9762. 

Fun Run 2019  
 

Monday,  March 25 



ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Cyber safety 
 
The Cyber Safety Project has been rescheduled to visit Greythorn Primary School on Monday, March 18.  The 
aim of this session is to share an evening with the parents about maintaining a balance - where positive digital 
behaviour is encouraged whilst being managed effectively.  We encourage parents to come and learn about this 
increasingly prominent part of our lives. 
 
During library sessions, students are continuing to discuss cyber safety issues at school.  The themes include 
keeping your personal information to yourself, privacy, building a trust network of friends, cyberbullying and 
its consequences, as well as maintaining a positive digital reputation. 
See you there. 
 

Education Committee 
 
The Education Committee is a subcommittee of School Council that discusses all elements of learning within 
the school including curriculum and programs, reviewing school policies, school data and strategic plans.  The 
committee is made of parents and staff.  We usually meet the week before School Council.  Meeting times will 
be from 5pm on a Monday.  This committee is open to any parents who are interested in the school and its  
programs.  You do not need to a member of school council in order to participate. It is a great opportunity to 
come and discuss what goes on in the school.  Any parents who are interested are encouraged to let me know 
via email or come along to the meeting: greythorn.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
The first meeting will be held in the meeting room next to the library at 5pm next Monday, March 11.   
Subsequent meetings will be held the Monday before school council 
 

Learning 
 
The Science Club started with a bang this week.  There seemed to be a lot of students outside the Art room 
during lunchtime and it proved to be a line up for the Science Club’s first iteration of 2019. 
 
Around 45 students walked through the door after the bell.  The Science Leaders Jess and Tiana have been 

feverishly planning their lessons over the past few weeks.  The first session involved a prepared dough 

wrapped in cling wrap for each student and dinosaur footprints.  The students flattened their dough like a   

pikelet and chose from a variety of dinosaurs to create fossil footprints.  There were completed versions of the 

hardened dough to demonstrate and all the elements of the session had been carefully planned and conceived 

by the leaders.  It was a quick but fun activity and everyone will be looking forward to the next instalment  

of Science Club in anticipation of another fabulous experiment. 

 

 

https://www.cybersafetyproject.com.au/


Duncan Exton 
Assistant Principal 

Professional Learning 
 
The staff and students have been learning about Google Apps for Education.  All students in Years 3-6 have 
now been registered with their Department of Education hosted Google account.  All staff at Greythorn are 
now beginning to use Google Apps for Education as their main point of collaboration with fellow staff and 
will increasingly use it with their students as a learning management and workflow system. 
Various staff members have attended professional learning to support their increased understanding of  
individual student needs in the classroom. 
 

Technology 
 
The stadium screen and projector were used for the first time to see Raff’s (507) marvellous Moomba design 
on Monday.  Even though it was in the afternoon and an extremely bright day, everyone could see the screen 
clearly.  It will be amazing to start seeing student work and action around the school via the screen. 
 
All students from Years 3-6 and staff are now registered users with the Department of Education hosted 
Google accounts.  Each class was taken through the process of registering and then introduced to the idea of 
cloud based accounts and why they might be useful.  We discussed their Google Drive and managing content 
with folders, collaborating or sharing documents with other students or their teacher and the ways that  
teachers can easily share content with their students via Google Classroom.  This is just the first step in  
understanding cloud computing and the many ways and services that are provided to each of the students and 
their teachers via these accounts. 
 
The 1:1 iPad program continues to function very successfully with all students having access to an individual 
device in order to use as a learning tool for school.  Students are connecting to their Google accounts and are 
now able to receive content like documents, web links and videos via Google Classroom from their  
classroom teacher. They are beginning to see more and more uses for the various apps including the use of 
Popplet for mind mapping, Book Creator to publish written work and various Google Apps to share and view 
content. 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT Cont. 

School Production 2019 
 
We’re very excited to let you know that this year we will be having a School Production.  It will be 
held over two nights in Term 3, Monday, July 22 and Tuesday, July 23 at The Besen Centre in  
Burwood, which is the same theatre we used for our last concert two years ago.   We have  
applied for a special license and I am delighted to say that our application has been successful and 
the Musical Production we will be performing this year is – The Lion King Jnr! We’re sure this will 
be a fabulous experience for our students and look forward to sharing more details with you in the 
coming months.  
 
Joy Odou, Music Teacher 

MUSIC NEWS 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiW252IqezgAhVEr48KHQDRCTUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnyparkour.com%2Ftraining-with-without-music%2F&psig=AOvVaw0hI4Hpz4RW0Qp237nSCOnm&ust=1551920284770649


Girls’ Softball 
On Monday 4th March the GPS Girls' Softball team A.K.A ‘The Mighty Thorns’ played against St 
Bede's. They had a few players who could not play but they still tried hard. Charlotte hit a home 
run and pitched well. Emma did well filling in as catcher as well. The final score was an amazing 
14-4.   By Peggy and Jamie.  
 
Girls’ Softball  
On the 1st March, the Greythorn Girls' Softball team played a home match against Balwyn North 
PS. We played two innings and won 14-1. Special mention to Peggy for doing a great job with her 
first time pitching. Thank you to Liddell for taking the equipment bags and Mr Pertz for coaching 
us.   By Alison and Cleo 
 
Boys’ Softball Won 21-1 
This week in softball we played 3 & a half innings. The 1st innings we chose to field first, after 
Ben won Rock Paper Scissors. The first person from Balwyn North came to bat & he got their  
only home run for the game. Campbell & Kieran did well catching. Levi & Will did a great job on 
first base. Balwyn North PS took a couple of good catches. Will also did well pitching.  
With a lot of stealing bases, we got 7 home runs for every innings, which is the maximum allowed 
for each innings. Many of our batters hit themselves home, including Campbell, Josh M, Will, Ari, 
& Kieran.  By Kieran, Levi & Elijah 
 
Boys’ Softball Report  
Monday March 4 - Greythorn V St Bede’s 
While it was a different day of the week, our performance was still very good as we won 14-0 on 
Monday March 4 against St Bede’s in Boys’ Softball. Special shout out to all of the Year 5s who 
never went out during the match. Levi took a great catch at centerfield. Kieran’s and Campbell’s 
catching was on point. Our team is looking forward to the challenge of our coming matches 
against St Clements of Rome and Mont Albert.   By Will 
 
Hot Tennis Report  
Friday, March 1—We played Balwyn North PS 
Boys’ score: 6-2 in sets 
Boys’ doubles score: 1-2 in sets 
Girls’ score: 8-0 in sets 
Girls’ doubles score: 2-1 in sets 
We had an excellent time, all our players played fantastic. Special mention to Mrs Eva for  
coaching us and training us. Another special mention to Isaac in Year 5 for replacing Neil as he 
was away. 
 
Monday, March 4 —We played St Bede’s 
Boys’ score 11 to nil 
Girls’ score 11 to nil 
We had a convincing wil against St Bede’s. Good job to Nick and George, and Anne and Emma 
for playing excellent singles and doubles games. Great job to whole team. 
By Eugene and Alannah 

SPORT NEWS 



SPORT NEWS Cont. 

Lawn Bowls 
At the beginning of the Term 1 senior school  
students were asked if they would like the  
opportunity to participate in lawn bowls. 20 of us 
were quick to sign up! We were all new to lawn 
bowls but after Paul, the instructor, came to 
Greythorn Primary, we built up our knowledge, 
skills, confidence and techniques in this unique 
sport.  
 
Recently, we went to the North Balwyn Bowls 
Club with Ms Nitsos. We met Paul there and the  
president Bill. This time we were able to practice 
our skills on a real green. We played a number of  
interesting games.  
 

     
 
This experience has been a new challenge for us all.  Lawn bowls is 
a great way to meet new people and it has encouraged us to play in 
the future. We would definitely recommend this sport to anyone 
who would like to try something different. 
Archie 510, Tahlia 507, Anneliese 604  

http://www.northbalwyn.bowls.com.au/site/index.cfm?fuseaction=display_main&OrgID=18437
http://www.northbalwyn.bowls.com.au/site/index.cfm?fuseaction=display_main&OrgID=18437




 
Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF) 

 
If you hold a health care card you may be eligible for the Camps, Sports and Excursion fund 

(CSEF). This is a payment of $125 for primary school children made once a year to the school and 
helps pay for camps, excursions and sports events. 

 
If you think you may be eligible please ask for an application form at the office and bring your 

health care card with you. Applications close on 21st June 2019.   
 

If you have any questions about this please arrange to see the Business Manager Aisha Ali. 
 

 
If you haven't ordered your 
school photos, you can still  

order them online only until 
Sunday March 10th.   

Unfortunately we cannot  
accept cash payments at the 

office, as this option was only 
available on photo day. 

 
Please see the  flyer for details. 

PHOTOS 

 
 

The Cyber Safety Project  
   rescheduled to visit Greythorn Primary School on  

Monday, March 18.   

https://www.cybersafetyproject.com.au/
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi4i57P1ezgAhUIS30KHQRDAq8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.emergingedtech.com%2F2012%2F06%2Fcybersafety-a-lesson-plan-outline-in-internet-safety%2F&psig=AOvVa




STUDENT BANKING 

STUDENT BANKING – EVERY WEDNESDAY EXCEPT THE LAST WEEK OF TERM.  
 

 
 

We are very pleased to introduce two Grade 6 students, Anneliese and Ella, who have been selected 
to act as Banking Monitors and assist with the School Banking Program.  
 

Each Assembly, Anneliese and Ella will announce the winner of the school banking trophy.  They 
will also make sure that the banking trophy is delivered to the winning class each week. 
 

We are very pleased to have Anneliese and Ella’s support and thank them for all their help.  

Congratulations to 220 who is the winner of the School Banking Trophy for week 5 and Week 6.    
 
Tanya, Jacinta and Kate  
School Banking Co-ordinators (klocke@iinet.net.au) 

SCHOOL BANKING ACCOUNT OPENING DAY 
 

THE COMMONWEALTH BANK WILL BE HOLDING AN ACCOUNT OPENING DAY 
AT OUR SCHOOL FOR ANYONE WISHING TO JOIN SCHOOL BANKING AS  

FOLLOWS:  

 

Date:  Wednesday 27 March   

Time:   From 3.00pm 

Location:  Under the Oak tree in the Prep area 

 

 
If you are interested in opening a Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account for your child you can visit 
commbank.com.au/school banking and click on the link to open a Youthsaver  account. A School  
Banking representative will be available at the Account Opening Day to show you how you can do this.   
 

School Banking Co-ordinators 

mailto:klocke@iinet.net.au


As you may be aware, the PFA collates a voluntary listing of businesses 
operating within our school community that may be of interest to all  
parents. 
 
The listing is growing and is available for your viewing on both the school 
website (click on the icon as shown at left) and via a link on the school 
Facebook page.  The listing will also appear on Compass once a term and 
is able to be updated or added to at any time. 
 
Thank you to those families who have already forwarded their details for 
inclusion.  Should you wish to add your details to this listing, a copy of the 
relevant form is also attached. 

LIST OF GOODS SERVICES 

GREYTHORN PRIMARY SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
LISTING OF GOODS AND SERVICE PROVIDERS 

 

Greythorn Primary School is fortunate to have within its community many parents operating their own  
businesses or involved in businesses that provide goods and services that may be of interest to all parents  
within the School. 
 

These goods and services could include cafes and restaurants, florists, hairdressers, dog grooming, plumbers, 
mechanics, doctors, dentists, builders, landscapers, financial planners, rental accommodation and real estate 
agents etc. 
 

In 2018, the PFA created a voluntary listing of these businesses.  If you wish to add your business to the list-
ing, there is no expectation that you would be asked to quote or provide goods or services at anything other 
than commercial rates.  It merely aims to give parents an option to say call a plumber for a quote who may 
also be a school parent.  It may also allows the PFA or School to call you for a quote. 
 

If interested, please complete the details below and return to the PFA via the office or return online to  
greythornpfa@gmail.com.  The listing appears on Compass at regular intervals and is  
always accessible on the School’s website and Facebook page. 
 

BUSINESS NAME: 
  

  
  
  
  

BUSINESS CONTACT DETAILS: 
(please include both an email address and 
website address if appropriate) 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF GOODS 
AND/OR SERVICES PROVIDED: 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

ANY OTHER RELEVANT  
INFORMATION: 

  
  
  
  
  
  

SCHOOL FAMILY NAME AND  
CLASSES: 

  
  
  

mailto:greythornpfa@gmail.com










Dear parents and families, 
 
Hope you are having a great week! 
 
For those who are new to Greythorn, I am Lucas the coordinator of Greythorn OSHClub. I have been at 
Greythorn oshclub for just over 2 years now and have loved every second of it. Please feel welcomed to call 
our service number provided below or just pop into our room located in the junior building if you have any 
questions about our service. 
 
This week we will be are enjoying the last week of summer and the warm weather. We will be outside a lot 
with our hats and sunscreen on and maybe even enjoying an icy pole! We are also getting back into our 
routines, helping each other with our oshclub rules, and showing any new students how to follow them.  
Those who do choose go outside love to play sports they enjoy such as cricket and football whilst also  
playing in the sand pit and on the playground!  
Children that wish to stay inside enjoy maximising the space left by those outside to play with our many 
new board games! We have also made a new craft wall; the children are enjoying making arts and crafts to 
display on this wall! 
 
Please note we are experiencing a jump in the number on walk-ins (children without a booking). We are 
required by the Department of Education to have one staff member to fifteen children. We understand that 
unforeseen circumstances mean that children may need to come when not booked in, if you could contact us 
as soon as circumstances chance that would be greatly appreciated. We are also required to follow up  
children that are booked in and do not come to the program, please let us know via phone call or text  
message if your child will not be attending.  
 
We in Greythorn oshclub are really excited for the year ahead and all the new memories we are going to 
make! We have so many awesome excursions and activities planned this year that are just too good to miss. 
So make sure you are coming along and enjoying these experiences with us. If we don’t see you then we 
look forward to seeing you around in the school yard or at school function 
Have a great week and we cannot wait to see you soon!                
 
Kind regards, Lucas  
 

OSHCLUB NEWS 






