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School Calendar

April 3 2019

Term Dates:
Term 1: 31 Jan-5 April
Term 2: 23 April-28 June
Term 3: 15 July-20 Sept
Term 4: 7 Oct -20 Dec

School Camps
Year 4: Camp Oasis 1-3 May

Upcoming Events

School Tours
Weekly school tours are being held
every Wednesday morning.
Bookings can be made via the
school office on 9857 9762.

Thurs 4 Apr: Excursion NGV & State Library (Year 6)
Thurs 4 Apr: Buddy Teddy Bear Picnic
Fri 5 April: Inter School Sport v Mont Albert PS
Fri 5 Apr: End of Term 1 (finish 2.30pm)
Assembly 1.50pm

Uniform Shop

Second hand uniform
and art smock sales
Wednesday’s 3pm—3.30pm
Friday’s 9am—9.30am

Wed 24 Apr: Anzac Day Service Box Hill Service
Senior School Students
Tues 30 April: House Cross Country
Thurs 2 May: CERES Excursion (Year 3)
Thurs 9 May: Alliance Française Poetry Competition
Fri 10 May: Mother’s Day Breakfast and Stall
13-24 May: Year4/6 Swimming
Wed 22 May: Maths Olympiad
Thurs 30 May: Light and Colour Workshop (Year 5)

Andrew Searle, the new
Richmond full-back

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Fun Run
Wind, rain and sun…………..the day had it all, but it didn’t affect the students’ ability to run an amazing
amount of laps. With many teachers and parents also joining in, the lap count for many became personal bests
on last year’s efforts. Congratulations to all of the students (and teachers and parents) for doing such an
amazing job and participating so enthusiastically on the day. The carnival atmosphere with the music pumping
and the large crowd of supporters, made for a fantastic morning. Your support of the event was very much
appreciated. To date over $18 000 has been raised with this figure rising on a daily basis. This is a wonderful
amount of money and is going to assist greatly towards the cost of new fencing for our artificial surface
redevelopment. Prizes are to be awarded to the students at the first assembly next term in Week 2. I would like
to acknowledge and thank Miss Knell for once again organising another fantastic event. Her hard work and
exceptional organisational skills ensured that everything ran like clockwork and everyone had a great time.

Easter Raffle
The PFA will happily accept donations for this year’s Easter raffle up until tomorrow morning. Thank you to
those who have generously donated prizes as once again we have a huge array of items to give away. Raffle
tickets will be drawn at this Friday’s assembly commencing at 1:50pm. Thank you to the PFA for coordinating
this fundraising event and organising tickets, donation collection, and the raffle draw and prize allocation.
Your hard work and dedication is very much appreciated.
Harmony Day
The day commenced with a smoking ceremony being performed by Uncle Ian in the grassed area next to the
stadium. The ceremony set the scene for the day as it was a great way for the students to begin their learning
on Koorie culture. The students participated in a range of activities throughout the day that focussed on
cultural diversity and inclusion. They were also treated to some extraordinary didgeridoo playing as part of the
incursion from the visitors. The Harmony Tree was also created and decorated with the hands that the students
produced. This can be viewed in the corridor in the Year 3/4 building. The students also looked great with
many in traditional costumes or wearing the harmony day colour of orange. Thank you to Miss Marino for
organising and coordinating this wonderful day, as well to Suzy and the volunteers in the canteen for the
wonderful special lunch that they provided.
Year 5 Camp
I had the pleasure two weeks ago of spending the day with the teachers, parents and students at Sovereign Hill
as part of the Year 5 camp. The highlight for me and many of the students was panning for gold and finding
many small pieces along with buying confectionary in the lolly shop. After the Sovereign Hill visit they all
headed to Log Cabin Camp near Creswick for the remainder of the days. The students had a great time on the
zip-line, trampolining, raft building, crate stacking, and hut building and challenging themselves in all
activities that the camp offered. A huge thank you to Mr Pertz, Miss Wallace, Mrs Eva, Mrs Kondoleon, Miss
Ginevra and Kirsten Hall for spending three days away from home to ensure that the students had a fantastic
time. Thank you also to the parents who attended; Scott Dawes, Dario D’Alessandro, Richard Didelis, Andrew
Millar and Gary Ziebarth, as they too spent time away from home to be part of the team to ensure that the
camp was such a success.
Working Bee
Despite the inclement weather, a small but dedicated group of volunteers attended the working bee held on
Saturday, March 23. The main objective for the day was achieved when all of the building debris was cleared
away that was adjacent to the oak tree. Thank you to Frank, Ali and Eddy Robb, Yelka Moloney, Peter and
Marcus Bousioutas and Duncan Exton for their hard work on the day.

Golf Day
Twelve keen golfers had a great afternoon at Freeway Golf last Sunday. Teeing off at 2:00pm, they competed
in an Ambrose competition that included prizes for the longest drive and closest to the pin. This was followed
by a BBQ and drinks. Thank you to David Axup for once again organising and coordinating what has now
become an annual GPS event. A great afternoon for everyone involved!
School Production
The excitement amongst the students is already building even though this year’s production of the Lion King is
being performed in Term 3. Auditions for speaking parts have commenced with dozens of students studiously
learning lines hoping to secure a part. It promises to be a wonderful event with the well-known visual and
musical elements of this favourite story. Term 2 is going to be a busy time for Mrs Odou, the production team
and all staff and students as we prepare for this. So save the dates, Monday July 22 and Tuesday July 23, in
preparation for what will be a memorable event.
Snowsports Camp
The first information session for parents was held last night about this year’s new snowsports camp. With the
success of last year’s snowsports team, Jane Marino is organising a four day camp to Mt Buller for students
from Year 4-6. This is an optional activity that parents can consent to their child/children participating in and it
will provide the students with an opportunity to develop their skiing or snowboarding skills. No experience on
the snow is necessary as all levels of skill from beginner to advanced, will be catered for. To date 36 students
have signed up to attend with only 12 places remaining.
Term 1
It has certainly been another busy term with many activities and events being held throughout the last 10
weeks. Thank you for your support with your children and their education, as well as for your support within
the Greythorn community and all that we do. I wish you all a happy Easter and a restful break from the rigors
of daily school life. A reminder that school finishes at 2:30pm this Friday and the students commence next
term on Tuesday, April 23.

Andrew Searle
Principal

Camps, Sports and Excursion
Fund (CSEF)
If you hold a health care card you may be eligible for the Camps,
Sports and Excursion fund (CSEF). This is a payment of $125 for
primary school children made once a year to the school and helps pay
for camps, excursions and sports events.
If you think you may be eligible please ask for an application form at
the office and bring your health care card with you. Applications close
on 21st June 2019.
If you have any questions about this please arrange to see the Business
Manager Aisha Ali.

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S
REPORT
Cybersafety
This week the Year 3 and 4 classes had a visit from the Boroondara Police Community Safety section. Two
officers attended including Constable Garrison who has worked in the space of cybersafety for many years. He
is a fantastic presenter and provides a powerful message about behaviour on the internet and any future
behaviours in online platforms. It is great that the police provide these sessions free of charge so that they can
help to educate students before they join online platforms.
Another part of our school’s program to build student understanding in cybersafe behaviours is a platform
called Skooville. Skooville was created to introduce children from the age of 9 and up to online environments,
similar to a social network, so that they can learn to behave in a virtual environment. It is a fully mediated
platform with strong filters developed around the types of conversations that take place between students and
the type of information that they can publish safely. It provides a real world context where they can chat safely
with friends and visit other users’ pages with the understanding that the information shared is appropriate.
Appropriate information in this context means not sharing personal information and understanding what is
reasonable to share with the community.
We think that Skooville offers a great opportunity for students to learn and develop understanding in this space.
Learning
I visited Year 5 camp in Creswick. There were heaps of fantastic team
building and personal challenge activities offered to all students.
Students built rafts and had to row across the lake, pick up a teammate
and row back (without sinking). There was a double flying fox where
you could try and throw a ball between the participants as you flew
through the air. There were initiative games.
There was an obstacle course including pulling a tyre on a rope down a
dirt track at the end. There was hut building. Perhaps the coolest
activity was milk crate stacking where there were 2 groups vying to
build the tallest milk crate tower. One person was harnessed on a rope
and pulley which half the team pulled up and down to get the higher
crates into position. The other half of the team were down the bottom
with long poles passing the crates to the person on the pulley. It was the
best collaborative team activity I have seen in a camp before.
All team members were required to play roles in
order to fullfill the objective.
Technology
The school is beginning to acquire equipment that will allow
students to make and create and problem solve with Lego
robotics with Lego WeDo 2.0 sets. These sets will allow
students in Years 2-4 to make and create models and use basic
robotics in order to code objects to move and react. The
younger year levels will be experimenting and creating with
Lego Learn to Learn sets.
We are purchasing 3D printers that will eventually be housed in
the library so that students and community members can view
the prints as they happen. These printers are basic 3D printers
that heat a plastic filament into the forms that students have
designed in a CAD design program. We will be supporting
students to conceptualise and design objects that can be 3D
printed in order to support their learning experiences.

Duncan Exton
Assistant Principal

GPS Parents and Teachers Golf Day 2019
The 3rd Annual GPS Golf Day was held on Sunday 31st March and a big thanks to all those
who played and helped make it a great day. Congratulations to Garry Cayzer who
Captained the winning team with Alan Herlihy and Justin Hone - it was back to back titles
for Garry!!
Special thanks to Andrew from Cash’s Awards and Promotion Solutions for donating the
trophies and medals and to Sara and Graeme from Project Clothing for donating the prizes.
We will be back to do it all again next year so there’s plenty of time to hit the driving range!!
Dave Axup

SPORTS—Girls' Softball
On Friday we played against St Clement's of Rome at
Marcellin College. We played two innings. The final score
was 12-5. We won! Peggy was great at pitching and
Miko's first time as catcher was really good. We are
looking forward to our last game against M.A.P.S. If we
win then... we are the Division Champs. By Cleo.

Bakers Delight Balwyn, 377 Whitehorse Road, Balwyn
Since 2015, Greythorn Primary School has participated in the Dough Raiser Program at Bakers Delight
Balwyn.
How the Dough Raiser Program works
Each time a family makes a purchase of any Bakers Delight product with Bakers Delight Balwyn, simply
tell the bakery staff AT THE START OF THE TRANSACTION that they are from Greythorn Primary so that
the sale can be recorded electronically. The sales attributed to our school are totalled at the end of
each year and 5% is then given to the school via cheque or electronic payment.
To help kick things off Bakers Delight Balwyn have very generously supplied for Term 1 a voucher for
each Prep family which has been sent home already.
This is a great fundraising opportunity for Greythorn Primary and we appreciate the support of our
local school community by Bakers Delight Balwyn.—Greythorn Primary PFA

STUDENT BANKING – EVERY WEDNESDAY
EXCEPT THE LAST WEEK OF TERM.
Thank you to all our student bankers for another fantastic term of
school banking.
We look forward to new reward items being available in Term 2.
Please note school banking will return on Wednesday, week 1 of

Term 2.
We would also like to thank Michelle D’Alessio from the Commonwealth Bank for conducting an account opening session under the oak
tree last week in addition to organising for over 50 drink bottles to be
donated by the Bank as prizes for the recent fun run.
Congratulations to 220 who was the winner of the School Banking
Trophy for last week.
Tanya, Jacinta and Kate
School Banking Co-ordinators (klocke@iinet.net.au)

RECYCLE SHOP
Sincere thanks to Carolyn D, Caroline J, Maylin, May Ching,
Linda M and Harini who continue to generously volunteer
their time in the Recycle Shop and have ploughed their way
through an avalanche of donations from the start of this
year.
A big thank you to all those families who continue to donate
goods and to our loyal customers.
Donations may be left at the Recycle Shop during opening
times
(Wednesday 3-3.30pm and Friday 9-9.30am) or at any time
at the Office. If you have any queries, please contact Kate
on klocke@iinet.net.au

