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TERM 1 
End of Term: Fri 27 March 2020 

 

TERM 2 
Start of Term: Tues 14 April 2020 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  

COVID-19 Update 
Many of you would have heard the address to the nation this morning by Prime Minister, The Hon. Scott 
Morrison on the COVID-19 pandemic and the latest Government’s measures to contain the spread of the 
virus. During the address, the Prime Minister spoke at length about school closures. He continued to assert 
that schools would and should remain open around the nation at this point in time and in the foreseeable 
future. This message has been a consistent one for many weeks from both Federal and State leaders, Chief 
Medical Officers, The Department of Education and Training as well as the Department of Health and Human 
Services.  
 
The Department of Education and Training has continued to take advice on dealing with the pandemic from 
all relevant authorities and continues to update principals and schools on a daily basis. As I mentioned to you 
all in a recent Compass communication, the Department last week indicated to schools for the first time that 
we should prepare for possible closure. Since this directive, the teachers at Greythorn have been working 
very hard to produce work for home learning in the advent of a closure. The work being prepared includes 
hard copy worksheets, online learning or a combination of both. I commend the teachers for their work and 
their professionalism during this climate of uncertainty. Ongoing planning in how we can best cater for home 
learning in the advent of an extended closure is also taking place.  
 
Additionally, the school continues to remain vigilant with hand washing and personal hygiene habits with the 
students. They are being given multiple opportunities each day to wash their hands thoroughly, especially 
before eating and after specialist classes. All camps, excursions, incursions, assemblies and PFA events have 
been cancelled until further notice. We have also divided recess and lunch times so that less students are 
interacting in the yard during these breaks. We continue to endeavour to maintain all teaching and learning 
in a safe and comfortable environment for the students. The staff and I appreciate your ongoing support  
during this unprecedented event.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or queries 
regarding the school’s or Department’s position on the pandemic.  
 
School Council AGM 
Tonight is school council’s Annual General Meeting for 2020. During this meeting this year’s office bearers 
will be elected. These positions include President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary. I will update you 
in the next newsletter as to whom this year’s office bearers are.  
Part of school council’s role is to form and operate sub-committees. The sub-committees include; Finance, 
Buildings & Grounds, Education and Canteen. Each committee has a role to play in overseeing certain aspects 
of the school’s operations. Committees meet on a monthly basis and report directly to council on the work 
they have been doing. Any parent in the Greythorn community can be a member of a sub-committee. In the 
next newsletter, this year’s committee convenors will include a piece on their committee and the role that it 
plays. You may have an interest in joining one of these committees and I strongly encourage you to do so, as 
feedback and input from a wide variety of community members is invaluable for any committee. 
 
State Swimming Finals  
Congratulations to Olivia Y (412) who last week qualified for the State finals by winning her 50m backstroke 
race at the Regional finals. This is a fantastic achievement by her to reach this level of competition and a  
testament to her training regime that consists of five sessions per week. At this stage with most large scale 
events being postponed or cancelled, we do not know when the finals will be held.    
 
Andrew Searle 
Principal 
   



Professional Learning & Technology 
Staff have been discussing the kinds of environments that could be 
suitable for online learning if schools were to close because of the 
coronavirus.   
 
All students from Years 3 -6 are set up with Google Apps For Education.  
Using Google Classroom, teachers will be well placed to provide any 
curriculum content online, including video, images, documents or  
weblinks and push it out to their students quickly and easily.  Students 
can also submit work through Google Classroom, receive feedback and post comments about learning.  
Google Classroom combines with other Google Apps like Google Drive for managing files, Google Docs for 
word processing, Slides for presentations, Numbers for spreadsheets, Youtube for hosting video,  Photos for 
managing photos and video and Google Hangouts for classroom chats or video calls.  Google Hangouts and 
Google Meet (video conferencing) might become important in the possible event that schools do close.   
Compass has an online module that allows for work to be published which would probably suit the younger 
year levels at Greythorn.  It will allow teachers to publish documents and weblinks that could be accessed by 
students and their families.   
 
Duncan Exton 
Assistant Principal 
 
 

 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 



PFA NEWS 
 

It’s been a hard start for us all this year. As all events for PFA have been postponed, we just 
would like to thank all for their hard work in organising welcome BBQ to only be postponed. We 

will reschedule at a later date and no doubt we will all want to come out to be with our  
community again.  

 
 

If you could please return your Easter tickets by this Friday as there is a lot of work that needs to 
happen behind the scenes.  

 
Please keep your donations for Easter eggs coming for this week also. Whilst your queuing up for 

that golden toilet paper roll, grab some Easter eggs for our raffle! 
 
 

Mary Chrisant 
The PFA team 

STUDENT BANKING  

 
EVERY WEDNESDAY EXCEPT THE LAST DAY OF TERM 

 

The winner of the banking trophy for this week was 606- again! Well done.  

 
Also redeem your tokens for your term 1 gifts. This term you can get : Terry Denton activity 

book or a mini soccer ball. Get you orders in before they are no longer available.  
 

Jacinta, Mary and Janene 
School Banking Co-ordinators jmosbauer@yahoo.com 



Olivia Yang makes the state swimming 
finals in the Under 10 backstroke event.  

Congratulations Olivia! 

CSEF News 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians 
 

The Camps Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) is available to eligible families to help pay towards the 
costs of excursions, camps and swimming. To determine eligibility please see link:  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/CSEF-Application-Form-
2020.docx 
 

If you are eligible please complete the 2020 application form and bring it to the school office along 
with a valid concession/healthcare card. Applications will not be accepted without a valid 

healthcare/concession card. Applications close 26 June 2020. 
 

If you were in receipt of the CSEF in 2019 it is not necessary to complete another application form 
unless your circumstances have changed. However, please inform the school that you would like to 

apply for CSEF in 2020. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/CSEF-Application-Form-2020.docx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/CSEF-Application-Form-2020.docx




HOODIE DAY 
 

GPS  Hoodie Up for Autism Day 

 

Tuesday April 21 
 

Simply wear your favourite hoodie to school, and at 11am, everyone puts their  
hoodies up! 

 

This is to show some understanding of how we can support people with autism and cele-
brate the diversity they bring to our world. 

 

Gold Coin Donation : Amaze (Autism Victoria) 
 

Why Hoodies? 
 

Some autistic people become overwhelmed by sensory stimuli in their surroundings. 
They can calm down and feel safe by lifting up their hoodies and dampening down the 

bright lights or intrusive sounds. 


