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 Term Dates 
Term 3: 15 July-20 Sept  
Term 4: 7 Oct -20 Dec  

 

 Dates To Remember 
Tues 29 Oct - Whole School Photo 

 
Week 10 

Fri 20 Sept: Footy Day 
 

TERM 4 
Week 1 

Wed Oct 9: Boroondara Divisional Athletics 
Fri Oct 11: Ian Huntington Cup -  

Yr 5/6 District Gala Day 
Fri Oct 11: Yr 3/4 Coach Approach Workshop 

Fri Oct 11: Divisional Volleyball Finals 
Fri Oct 11: The Big Sister Experience 

 
Week 2 

Fri Oct 18: Yr 3/4 District Cricket Gala Day 
Fri Oct 18—Dec 6: Senior School Summer Cup 

 
Week 3  

Wed Oct 23: Yr 5 Bike Hike 
Fri Oct 25—Dec 13: Middle School Summer Cup 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  

Pick My Project 
The redevelopment work on the outdoor play space commences next Monday. Site preparation was  
completed this week with the removal of the basketball towers as well as several trees. The large lemon 
scented gum that stood on the Reading Ave fence-line was removed as it was going to impact on the  
redevelopment works, but also as it was assessed by the arborist to be in poor condition. In fact during the 
removal process a large limb snapped off that narrowly missed the contractors. Once the project is completed 
we will be planting new trees in appropriate positions to enhance the school environment. 
As mentioned previously, the site will be fenced off with no access to school personnel or the general public. 
If you have any questions or queries during the project please do not hesitate to contact me. Or if you need to 
contact the contractors for any reason, I will be able to assist with this. We are all very excited by the prospect 
of this work and look forward to an official opening ceremony that will be scheduled for late  
November.      
 
District Athletics 
Congratulations to Miss Knell and the athletics team for their success at the 
recent District Athletics Carnival. The team placed equal first with  
Boroondara Park PS, which was an outstanding result. Last year we placed 
second behind Mont Albert PS by a mere point, so to go one better and 
place first was testament to the students and their commitment to the 
training program that Miss Knell devised and coordinated in the lead-up to 
the event. The training included school-based as well as external sessions at 
Greythorn Park and Box Hill Athletics Track. Many teachers were also  
involved as they assisted at all of the training sessions. Thank you to Miss 
Knell for her ongoing work in preparing the team so thoroughly, as well for 
completing all of the administrative work required in the lead-up to the 
event. Twenty three students qualified to compete at next term’s Division final being held next Term on 
Wednesday, October 9. We wish all of these students well in this competition and look forward to hearing of 
their results. 
 
Working Bee 
The working bee held on Saturday, September 7 was extremely successful with over 50 parents and students 
attending. They completed planting and mulching of the garden bed along the Greythorn Rd fence-line  
adjacent to the netball court, as well as work on other garden beds around the school. The lure of 500 House 
points for Woods and Allen Houses for every person attending appeared to have the desired effect. 
Thank you and much appreciation to Jane Marino and Yelka Moloney for their hard work to prepare for the 
day, including the purchasing of appropriate plants, as well as the coordination of the work on the day.  
 
Planned Maintenance Program 
The State government recently announced an injection of funds for school maintenance totally $515 million 
dollars. I was notified last week that Greythorn Primary School was to receive $406,034 from this funding. 
This figure reflects the maintenance issues identified in the Rolling Facilities Evaluation and Conditions Audit  
carried out late last year by the Department. The school has a long list of maintenance issues that we will be 
tackling with this funding including, painting, timber work, roof work and carpet repair. We also hope to direct 
some of the funds towards the upgrade of the Junior toilet block.  



 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT CONT. 

Footy Day 
Footy Day is this Friday. Students can come dressed in their AFL team  
colours or other colours if they follow rugby or soccer. A parade is to be 
held in the stadium after recess at 11:15 and all are welcome to attend. 
Please note that this is NOT a gold coin donation event. Thank you to Suzy 
in the canteen for organising and providing the special lunch menu for the 
day. 
 
2020 Prep Enrolments 
If you are a Greythorn family with a Prep age child for next year and as yet have not enrolled them, it would 
be appreciated if you were able to do so as soon as possible. Planning is well underway for the 2020 school 
year and it is important for us to have an indication of final Prep numbers well before the end of the year. Our 
friendly office staff can assist you with this process, so please feel free to drop in and consult with them  
anytime. 
 
Term 3 
This term was certainly extremely busy with many wide and varied activities occurring on a daily basis. The 
Lion King was certainly a highlight in Week, 2 with this being followed by; Snow-sports Camp, Science Week, 
Book Week, Swimming programs, ICAS Tests, Pyjama Day, Maths Olympiad and a plethora of incursions and 
excursions and sport activities.  
I would like to thank and acknowledge the staff for their ongoing commitment and dedication to offering the 
students across all year levels so many additional opportunities and activities. I would also like to thank you, 
the parents of our students, for your ongoing support of your children and all that the school offers. We 
would not be able to offer or carry out all that we do without your wonderful assistance and support.      
 
End Term 3 
As is the case at the end of each term, the students will be dismissed at 2:30pm this Friday. 
 
Andrew Searle 
Principal 
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Technology 
Year 3s have continued designing their rockets for the exploding science experiment.  We had a 4 week block 
of learning together and the students will continue working on their models this week before printing.   
A couple of students have completed their 2D drawing, 3D design in Tinkercad, exported their design and had 
it printed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Professional Learning 
Staff have been looking at the 4 proficiencies of mathematics.  The 4 proficiencies are fluency, reasoning, 
understanding and problem solving.  The staff read an article about the 4 proficiencies, as did Education  
Committee, and were asked to have conversations around the importance of each proficiency and how often 
they appear in the classroom curriculum.  It is generally recognised that you can not have one proficiency  
without the others and that they are closely linked. 
In the past it would be fair to say that fluency, or what is considered fluency, was the mainstay of primary 
school maths curriculum.  It is broadly understood now that fluency is a proficiency as important as reasoning, 
understanding and problem solving.  Fluency is not about being fast but it is about being efficient and flexible 
with numbers.  It is about being able to draw on multiple strategies to solve a problem and efficiently use the 
best strategy for that particular problem.  In the past, speed in computation meant you were ‘good’ at maths.  
The current education thinking is around efficiency and flexibility and the ability to articulate why and how 
you choose the strategy.  Jo Boaler (2015) notes that ‘fluency comes about when students develop number 
sense, when they are mathematically confident because they understand numbers.’  The Bastow course for 
leading maths, that Greythorn is participating in, supports the idea of numeracy learning where: 
 
 Everyone is a maths learner, not just the fast ones 
 Mistakes are valuable 
 Questions are really important  
 Maths is about connections and making connections 
 Value depth over speed 
 
 



One of my favourite quotes from our learning at Bastow last week was from George Polya who was Stanford 
professor in maths from 1940-1953 and is considered one of the great maths thinkers of the C20th.  ‘It’s 
better to solve one problem 5 different ways than to solve 5 different problems.’ 1949 
 
First People’s Expo 
This term the Year 2s have been learning about Australia’s First People.  Last Thursday each Year 2 classroom 
hosted a different activity relating to First Peoples.  There was dot painting on rocks and the creation of  
dili bags as well as other activities.  Parents will be able to visit the classes this Thursday and check out the 
student’s work. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Duncan Exton  
Assistant Principal 

 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT CONT. 



STUDENT BANKING EVERY WEDNESDAY 
 EXCEPT THE LAST DAY OF TERM 

 

Thank you to all our student bankers for another fantastic term of school banking. We 
look forward to new reward items being available in Term 4.  Please note school  
banking will return on Wednesday, Week 1 of Term 4.  During Term 4, we will  
welcome new banking co-ordinators – Mary and Janene – who will continue to  
operate the banking program with existing co-ordinator Jacinta.  We cannot thank 

these new volunteers enough as they will enable the program to continue to run which would not otherwise 
be possible.  Any questions about school banking should be forwarded to the new email  
address shown below.   Congratulations to 414 who was the winner of the School Banking Trophy for week 
9. Ella and Anneliese (Banking Monitors) Jacinta, Janene and Mary 
School Banking Co-ordinators (jmosbauer@yahoo.com) 

THANK YOU FROM THE YEO FAMILY 
 

Jon and I would like to voice our gratitude to the parents of Greythorn Primary School for supplying our  
family with dinners for the last 4-6 weeks during this trying period, as I had no support from TAC.   It was 
lovely to see the meals coming every night, not knowing exactly what we were getting and I loved them, 
mind you this was probably because I didn’t have to cook them.   This allowed Jon time to get organised for 
the coming weeks now that he had to do everything!  I would also like to thank the parents who have been 
transporting my children to and from school and sports events, as I am not able to drive.  A big thank you to 
the PFA for organising the roster and supporting our family.  Just to give an update - One arm is nearly back 
to normal, although still not weight bearing very much.  The other will take considerably longer due to the 
nerve palsy, however any positive gains are great at this point in time, even holding a piece of toast to 
butter it.  You don't realise how much you use something until it is gone!!!!! 
From Leeanne 

Second Hand Uniform Shop 
Sincere thanks to Carolyn, Caroline, Maylin, May Ching, Linda and  
Harini who have continued to volunteer in the Recycle Shop during 
Term 3. We say goodbye to Carolyn at this time who has been a long 
serving volunteer with our thanks.  We have been fortunate in  
receiving offers of help from new volunteers in the last few weeks and 
look forward to adding these volunteers to the roster in the near  
future.  New volunteers are welcome at any time.  A big thank you to 
all those families who continue to donate goods and to our loyal  
customers.  Donations may be left at the Recycle Shop during opening 
times (Wednesday 3-3.30pm and Friday 9-9.30am) or at any time at the Office.  If you have any queries or 
would like to volunteer, please contact the new co-ordinators of the Recycle Shop – Maylin or May Ching on 
mchyl@yahoo.com 

Thank you—Bake Sale 
Thank you to all our Grade 3 and 6 families for providing such an 
amazing range of items for the second PFA Bake Sale for 2019 
which was held on Friday 6 September.  Due to your efforts over 
$775 was raised which will go towards digital technology  
resources.  The Bake Sale for Term 4 will be supplied by Grades 
Prep, 1 and 2 on a date to be finalised.   
Greythorn PFA 
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Year 6 Parents  

Save the Date 

 
Graduation Night for Year 6 2019 will be held on Tuesday, 17 December, 2019 in the school’s sports  
stadium.  Year 6 students will need to be at school by 5.30pm that evening to enjoy a Graduation Dinner 
with their teachers in the hall before being joined by their parents for a Graduation Ceremony  
commencing at 8.00pm.  Please let your class teacher know if you are unable to attend Graduation.  
Further information to follow closer to the event. 
Year 6 Teachers 

Neighbourhood Watch in our area next year 
We need help from fellow-residents who are willing to put a little time in maintaining our NWH group.  
Overall, we now live in a safe Area and Neighbour Watch plays a valuable continuing role in achieving this.  
However, we need new committee members to fill the shoes of those who are about to retire.  The  
workload is not enormous and the roles are very fulfilling.  These positions would be formally filled at Our  
Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 19 November.  Nominations can be made at, or prior to, the AGM. The  
Committee is able to decide the patterns of meetings, forums, guest speakers, etc. to suit participants.  
A small commitment is all that is required. Greater involvement is a personal option.  The danger is that  
without new blood we would see our area without NHW.  
Please ring any of the following local NHW members to have a chat about what is involved: 
 
Marla Trautman-Pasquini 0409 684 406 David Percival 9857 9290 
Ian Hundley 9857 9588  Frank Martin 9857 8213 
 
NWH has been providing personal and community safety programs in our neighbourhood continuously since 
1985 – it would be a real loss for current and future families in our area if this was to cease.   
Please consider helping. 
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