April 24 2019
School Calendar
Term Dates:
Term 1: 31 Jan-5 April
Term 2: 23 April-28 June
Term 3: 15 July-20 Sept
Term 4: 7 Oct -20 Dec

Upcoming Events
Thurs 25 Apr: Anzac Day Holiday
Fri 26 April: AFL 9’s GALA Day (Year3/4)
Tues 30 April: House Cross Country
Year 4: Camp Oasis 1-3 May
Thurs 2 May: CERES Excursion (Year 3)
Fri 3 May: Inter School Sport v St Clements
Tues 7 May: Prep 2019 Information Evening 7pm
Thurs 9 May: Alliance Française Poetry Competition
Fri 10 May: Inter School Sport v St Bedes
Fri 10 May: Mother’s Day Breakfast and Stall
13-24 May: Year 4/6 Swimming
Wed 22 May: Maths Olympiad
Sat 11 May: Prep 2019 Information Morning 9.30am
Thurs 30 May: Light and Colour Workshop (Year 5)
Fri 31 May: Inter School Sport v Balwyn North PS

Greythorn Primary School
Reading Avenue, Balwyn. North 3104
Tel: 9857 9762
Website: www.greythornps.vic.edu.au
Email: greythorn.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Term 2
Welcome back to Term 2. I trust that you enjoyed a relaxing break over Easter with family and friends. We
have another busy term ahead with a major focus being the work associated with next term’s production of the
Lion King. This is an exciting time for the students and staff which I’m sure you will hear a lot about at home
over the next 10 weeks.
PFA Easter Raffle
The annual PFA Easter raffle was once again a huge success. With the generous donations of dozens of items
from our supportive community, a large number of very happy students went home on the last day of term with
one or multiple prizes. Thank you to all of you for your support with selling the raffle tickets and donating so
many prizes.
Sincere thanks goes to all members of the PFA for their organisation and coordination of this fundraising
activity. Over $2600 was raised through their hard work which was an outstanding result.
Fun Run
Donations from last term’s Fun Run are still coming in with the final figure getting closer to $24 000. This is
an amazing result and an amount that is going to have a significant impact on the funds that we will have
available for the artificial surface redevelopment. This project is in the final phase of design with cost
estimates to be released very soon. This will then lead into the tender process and commencement of the
redevelopment. As mentioned last term, all prizes associated with the Fun Run are being presented at next
week’s assembly.
House Cross-country
Our House cross-country carnival is being held next Tuesday at Greythorn Park. All students from Prep to
Year 6 will be competing in their respective races. The first race commences at 10am with the Prep to Year 2
students competing first. You are invited to attend to support and encourage your child/children and all who
are participating. A coffee van will be onsite for refreshments.
Year 4 Camp
The Year 4 staff and students (and parents) will be attending their camp next week from Wednesday to Friday.
We wish them well at Camp Oasis in Mt Evelyn and look forward to hearing about their experiences.
ANZAC Commemoration
Our School Captains, Anne and Joshua, presented an ANZAC
commemoration ceremony via the PA system this morning.
The ceremony included a reading of the poem In Flanders
Fields as well as The Ode. The Last Post was played, followed
by a minute’s silence. This was a special moment as the Last
Post was played by Year 6 student Joshua L (604), who is an
accomplished trumpet player. Josh recorded this during the
holidays to be played today. This is a difficult piece to play for
any trumpeter and Josh is to be congratulated for his flawless
performance.
As part of our commemoration and recognition of the
ANZACs, the students each created a poppy flower in their
classrooms that now form the display in the office corridor.
The words, LEST WE FORGET and some additional wreaths
were created from the poppies. Thank you to Mrs Kenos and
Kylie Batten for creating this evocative display.
Many of our Year 5 and 6 students also attended an ANZAC ceremony today held at the Box Hill RSL. This
was a wonderful opportunity for them to participate in such a ceremony to pay their respects as representatives
of Greythorn Primary School.
Election Day Sausage Sizzle
With the impending Federal election on May 18, the PFA will be holding an election-day sausage sizzle and
cake stall. This will commence in the morning and run for several hours, so any assistance on the day that you
can give will be gratefully accepted. Further information regarding this is included on the flyer in this newsletter.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT CONTINuEd
Prep Information Sessions
Planning and preparation for next year has commenced with upcoming tours scheduled every Wednesday and
two prep information session being held in the next few weeks. The sessions provide parents with information
about Greythorn as well as specifically the Prep curriculum and programs. Parents can choose to attend either
Tuesday, May 7 (7pm) or Saturday, May 11 (9:30am). This information is contained on the new advertisement
boards that have been erected in the neighbourhood to promote the school. You may have already seen one of
these boards that look magnificent. Thank you to the Prep team of Andy Bentley, Jane Marino and Terry Price
as well as our Art teacher, Bernadette Latorre for their work on the board design. Bernadette used her graphic
design skills to create the stunning layout that you now see.
Parent Payments
As you would be aware, any payments required for a camp, excursion or incursion has an associated cut-off
date when it is posted on Compass. The cut-off date is required so that the processing and payment for any
camp, excursion or incursion can be completed by the office staff prior to an event taking place. I urge you to
adhere to advertised dates as late payments cannot be accepted due to the accounting and administrative
requirements for events requiring any payment. Your attention to this would be very much appreciated.

Andrew Searle
Principal

Camps, Sports and Excursion
Fund (CSEF)
If you hold a health care card you may be eligible for the Camps, Sports
and Excursion fund (CSEF). This is a payment of $125 for
primary school children made once a year to the school and helps pay
for camps, excursions and sports events.
If you think you may be eligible please ask for an application form at the
office and bring your health care card with you. Applications close on
21st June 2019.
If you have any questions about this please arrange to see the Business
Manager Aisha Ali.

School Tours
Weekly school tours are being held
every Wednesday morning.
Bookings can be made via the
school office on 9857 9762.

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S
REPORT
Welcome back to Greythorn for Term 2. I hope all students had a restful and excellent break away from school
and that everyone is ready for lots of learning this term. This term we look forward to AFL 9s for Years 3 & 4
this week, the Year 4 camp and whole school cross country in Week 2, Mother’s Day breakfast in week 3,
Years 4 & 6 swimming, Years 2 & 3 netball clinics, and of course preparing for the Lion King production in
early Term 3.
Technology
At the staff meeting yesterday I introduced another part of Google Apps For Education and that is Google My
Maps. Google My Maps is an app where you can create customised maps that follow a travel pathway either
nationally, internationally or locally. You can easily share this with others and customise the map with photos
and videos, either from the internet or your own. There are many applications for this learning within the
classroom, for example mapping somewhere you would like to go or plotting a map for travel you have already
undertaken, mapping a school excursion or creating a local scavenger hunt. The example I was shown was
reproducing the Alison Lester book “Are We There Yet?’ which is a story where a family travels around
Australia visiting prominent parts of the country. The map reflects the travel in the story including stills from
the book and real photos from the places they visit. The students could include text from the book or their
reflections of the text inside the map.
Last term I outlined various purchases the school has made recently. The focuses for purchasing are around 3
themes in technology and they are coding/robotics, making/problem solving and design/conceptualisation &
3D printing.
In this regard we have acquired Lego Learn To Learn sets for years F-1 and Lego WeDo 2.0 sets for years 2-4.

We have also acquired Flashforge Adventurer III 3D printers that will be hosted in the library. These will be
set up early in term 2 and we will begin some printing projects using Tinkercad software soon afterwards.

Duncan Exton
Assistant Principal

Softball
On Friday April 5th the Greythorn Thorns played against M.A.P.S in softball.
We won 18-10. We are the District Champions! Miko did a very nice hit and
it sailed out of the park! Jamie was good on first base getting three people out.
Well done to all the girls! By Charlotte

Rounders
The rounders season went well for both the girls and boys. The girls’ team
were undefeated finishing on top of the ladder. The boys’ team also finished
on top of the ladder even though they lost one game. We played Mont Albert to end off our season. We saw good
teamwork and skills from all team members. The boys won 23 to 5 and the
girls won 19 to 4. We would like to thank Ms Karvela for
coaching and refereeing our games. A very successful season, well done to
all members and emergencies of the Rounders Team 2019.

STUDENT BANKING – EVERY WEDNESDAY
EXCEPT THE LAST WEEK OF TERM.
WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL BANKING FOR TERM 2, 2019

Rewards Program Update

Available in Term 2, we have two new reward items from our 2019 Polar Savers
range for students to redeem: Yeti Fluffy Notebook and Icicle Slapband Ruler.

Congratulations to 414 for winning the school banking trophy for week 1.
Tanya, Jacinta and Kate
School Banking Co-ordinators (klocke@iinet.net.au)

Uniform Shop
Second hand uniform
and art smock sales
Wednesday’s 3pm—
3.30pm

