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School Calendar 
  

Term Dates: 
Term 3: 15 July-20 Sept  
Term 4: 7 Oct -20 Dec  

  

TERM 3 
Week 3 

Tue 30 July: Soccer Divisional Final 
Fri 2 Aug: T-ball Divisional Finals 

Tue 30 Jul - Fri 2 Aug: Snowsports Camp  
 

Week 4 
Tue 6 Aug: Yr 4 Democracy/Community  

& Me Incursion 
Fri Aug 9: Hockey 7’s Regional Finals  

 
Week 5 

Tue 13 Aug: Yr 5/6 Morris Gleitzman Visit Incursion 
Fri 16 Aug: Yr 2 Museum Excursion 

Fri 16 Aug: Yr 5 Scienceworks 
  

Week 6 
Fri 23 Aug: Curriculum Day 

  
Week 7 

Aug 26 to Sept 5: Yr 3/5 Swimming  
  
  

PRINCIPALS’ DAY 
This Friday, 2nd August is Principals’ Day. At 
Greythorn Primary School we are very  
fortunate to have two wonderful and  
professional leaders in Andrew Searle and 
Duncan Exton. As Principal and Assistant  
Principal they are responsible for a myriad of 
roles. From the daily running of the school 
with curriculum, student achievement,  
progress and wellbeing. They play a major 
part in promoting staff wellbeing and morale, 
and oversee the staff roles within our school. 
They support parent involvement, plus  
answer any parent questions or concerns. 
They also deal with unending emails, persons 
responsible for countless works and  
educational programs, hosting events and 
meetings, and conducting numerous tours to 
promote our school.   
The staff at Greythorn wish to say thank you 

to Andrew and Duncan and acknowledge 

their hard work which is always done in a 

positive manner, usually with a smile (and a 

joke!).  



 
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  

Lion King 
What a triumph last week’s performances were. The singing and acting by 
the students was outstanding and they all did a magnificent job on stage. 
Along with the incredible costumes and props and sets, everything combined 
magnificently to create the memorable performances that the audiences 
were privileged to see. A brilliant two nights for everyone! 
The production was such a huge success because of some incredibly hard 
work by the staff and students, as well as many parents. The students spent 
many hours rehearsing lines, dances and staging, while the staff spent  
hundreds of hours making costumes, sets and props and supervising dozens 
of rehearsal sessions. Congratulations to everyone involved as it truly was a 

team effort.  
In particular I would like to thank and acknowledge the Production Committee for their outstanding work. 
They have worked industrially since the start of the year to ensure that the Lion King was the success that it 
was. In particular I would like to thank and  acknowledge Mrs Odou for producing and directing the  
production. She put in a huge amount of work, that was more often than not in her own time at night and on 
weekends, overseeing all aspects of the Lion King, with the result a credit to her creativity and vision. I would 
also like to thank and acknowledge Miss Latorre for her amazing work to produce the incredible sets and 
props, as well as Mrs Woods for her tireless work on the amazing and spectacular costumes. Thank you also 
to every staff member for their hard work on all aspects of the production. In particular Jen Tarulli and Kylie 
Batten for spending dozens of hours making and creating the elephant, rhinoceros and other animals. Finally, 
thank you to the many parents who assisted. Many of you attended the working bee weekend last term to 
assist with sewing, painting and creating items. With many also taking home costumes to sew or props to 
complete. Sincere thanks to those who assisted in this way.  
 
The Production Team is as follows: 

 Mrs Odou – Producer/Director 
 Mrs Woods – Costumes 
 Miss Latorre – Sets/Props 
 Mrs Browne – Sets/Props/Costumes 
 Miss Bentley – Choreography 
 Miss Ginevra – Choreography 
 Miss Rymer – Tickets/Stage Management 
 Miss Gibson – Logistics 
 Mr Price – Logistics 
 Mr Mays – Logistics 
 Mr Exton - Photography 

 
State Cross-country 
Congratulations to Lacey I (411) and Jack M (606) for their efforts 
at the State Cross-country Championships held in the first week 
of this term. It was an outstanding achievement from them both 
to progress to this level of competition. They both performed 
admirably with Lacey placing an excellent 16th and Jack placing 
75th in their respective races. It was an outstanding effort from 
Lacey to place so highly against a large field of high quality  
runners. Unfortunately Jack carried an injury into this event that 
severely hampered his running, but he did extremely well to 
complete the race under the circumstances.   
 
 



 
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT CONTINuEd 

Berthe Mouchette Competition 
Each year a large number of students from Years 3-6 compete in the poetry reciting competition organised by 
Alliance Francaise de Melbourne. The students learn a poem and recite it in French to an external assessor. 
The assessor scores each student on a wide range of elements during their performance. The competition 
enables the students to put their French skills to the test and progress to a higher level if they impress the 
assessor accordingly.  
This year we have seven students who have progressed to the Finals. Congratulations to Meera I (318), Oliver 
N (316), Evan L (412), Ryan M (414) Samantha N (413), Lily P (414) and Ella M (606) for progressing to this 
year’s finals. A fantastic achievement by them all. We wish them well for the Finals being held on Sunday, 
August 18. 
Thank you to Madame Kennedy for organising and overseeing the involvement of the students in this year’s 
competition.   
  
Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences 
This year’s parent/teacher/student conferences are being held next week. If you have not as yet scheduled a 
time for the conferences then I encourage you to do so as soon as possible. This can be completed via  
Compass. 
As was the case last year, the format for the conferences includes the students. So your child/children will be 
involved during your time with the teachers. The students from Prep to Year 6 have this week been preparing 
what they will be sharing and discussing during the conferences. This is a wonderful opportunity for them to 
share their current and future learning.  
 
Snowsports Camp 
We currently have 40 students, along with four staff and four parents, 
at Mt Buller enjoying Greythorn’s inaugural Snowsports camp. This is a 
wonderful experience for them as they spend their time together  
honing their skiing and snowboarding skills. So far they have enjoyed 
sunny conditions that look like holding for the remainder of the week. 
We look forward to hearing of their experiences when they return on 
Friday, with a comprehensive report on the camp to be include in the 
next newsletter.   
 
Day of The Notables 
Last Friday the Year 6 students held their Day of Notables in the library. This was a culmination of work that 
they had been carrying out during their library lessons. Each student had chosen a notable person in history 
to study. The range of people chosen by the students was wide and eclectic including, Nelson Mandela,  
Madame Curie, George Washington, Princess Diana, Amelia Earhart, Charlie Chaplan, Rosa Parks and many 
more. The students all dressed in costume and presented the study of their chosen notable person on a large 
poster. Congratulations to all of the students for the work that they put into this as they all looked magnifi-
cent in their costumes and their knowledge of their chosen person was commendable. It was great to see 
many parents attend the afternoon and interact with the students to celebrate their work. Thank you to Mrs 
Kenos for creating and overseeing this excellent event.    
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Searle 
Principal 



Cybersafety 
As part of our ongoing commitment to promoting Cybersafety Greythorn will be hosting a ThinkUKnow 
presentation on Tuesday 27th August from 6-7.30pm in the Hall and all parents, carers and teachers are  
encouraged to attend. 
ThinkUKnow Australia is a cyber safety education program that educates parents, carers and teachers of how 
people are using technology, the challenges they may face online, and how to help them overcome these in a 
safe and ethical way. 
ThinkUKnow Australia is a partnership between the Australian Federal Police, Microsoft Australia, Datacom 
and the Commonwealth Bank. The program is delivered in collaboration with policing partners New South 
Wales Police Force, Northern Territory Police, Queensland Police, South Australia Police, Tasmania Police, 
Western Australia Police, as well as Neighbourhood Watch Australasia. 
The presentation will be delivered by a local law enforcement member and an industry volunteer. The  
presentation covers issues relating to children and young peoples’ privacy and security online, their  
relationships with other users and their online reputation. It provides insight into the devices young people 
are using, as well as the popular websites, apps and social networking sites they are accessing. 
This is a fantastic opportunity for you to learn more about young people and the online environment, and 
how you can help them to be safe and responsible users of technology. 
For more information, you can visit www.thinkuknow.org.au or contact Duncan Exton at school. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sustainability 
Keep reminding your children the importance of using the appropriate bins for their rubbish.  During the  
production period we have had some lethargy in regards to choosing the appropriate bins.  It is hugely  
important to choose the correct bin otherwise the separation is compromised and it can’t be recycled.  For 
example Coles may not take the plastic if it is not correctly separated.   
We will be reminding everyone at assemblies in the coming weeks.  Another important component of rubbish 
management is simply to have less waste and we continue to encourage all community members to bring less 
waste to school by providing ‘nude food’ for your children as often as possible. 
 

Professional Learning 
The Bastow Maths team attended a day last week.  They will take this learning to their colleagues during 
Terms 3 & 4 during staff professional learning meetings.  The learning is around the key characteristics of 
maths learners and how to create a culture that best supports these characteristics in the classroom. 
The Bastow Literacy team is continuing their learning next week. 
Trish Fahey (Education Improvement Leader - Eastern Region) again visited Greythorn this week and hosted a 
staff learning session around writing and specifically the Writer’s Workshop.   
 

Pick My Project 
The tendering process has taken slightly longer than first thought and should be completed by next week.  We 

are still wrangling with getting the entire project into our budget scope which is not easy with such a large 

area.  The Pick My Project committee hope to have negotiated this very soon.  The intention is that the build 

will begin as soon as the tender is chosen and that it will take around 8 weeks to complete. 

 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

http://www.thinkuknow.org.au/


Notables 
Year 6’s have been working on their Notables project for quite some time.  Each student chose a notable  

person from history and produced a poster and dressed up as that person.  We had several Muhammad Alis, 

Amelia Earharts and Steve Jobs’.  There was Gandhi, Elvis, Rosa Parks, Maria Teresa, Nellie Melba, Charlie 

Chaplin, to name a few. 

Lion King Jr 
A magnificent performance by the students, teachers and community members who helped to bring the Lion 

King Jr performance to life.  Come in and check out the display opposite the front office. 

 

 

 

 

Snow Camp 
Looks like the Snow Camp participants, including the teachers, are having a terrible time. 

 

 

 

 

 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT CONT. 









School Tours 
Weekly school tours are being held 

every Wednesday morning at 
9.15am. Bookings can be made via 

the school office on 9857 9762. 

 
 

Bakers Delight Balwyn, 377 Whitehorse Road, Balwyn  
 
Since 2015, Greythorn Primary School has participated in the Dough Raiser Program at Bakers 
Delight Balwyn. 
 
How the Dough Raiser Program works 
 
Each time a family makes a purchase of any Bakers Delight product with Bakers  
Delight Balwyn, simply tell the bakery staff AT THE START OF THE TRANSACTION that they are 
from Greythorn Primary so that the sale can be recorded electronically. The sales attributed to 
our school are totalled at the end of each year and 5% is then given to the school via cheque or 
electronic payment. 
 
To help kick things off Bakers Delight Balwyn have very generously supplied for Term 3 a 
voucher for each Year 3 and 4 family was distributed and sent home.   
 
This is a great fundraising opportunity for Greythorn Primary and we appreciate the support of 
our local school community by Bakers Delight Balwyn. 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Meetings 

Third Tuesday of the month 
at 7.30pm.  All welcome. 

The PFA voluntary listing of businesses operating within our 
school community is growing!  The listing is available for your 
viewing on both the school website (click on the icon as shown 
at left) and via a link on the school  
Facebook page.  The listing will also appear on Compass once a 
term and is able to be updated or added to at any time by  
contacting the PFA at greythornpfa@gmail.com 

STUDENT BANKING – EVERY WEDNESDAY EXCEPT THE LAST WEEK OF TERM  
 
Just a remind the Term 3 Polar Savers rewards are:                      Older reward items still available while stocks lasts: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to 606 for winning the banking trophy in Week 2 and to F26 for being today’s winner for 
week 3. 
 
Tanya, Jacinta and Kate Ella and Anneliese (Banking Monitors) 
School Banking Co-ordinators (klocke@iinet.net.au) 

mailto:klocke@iinet.net.au



