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Week 3
Mon Feb 10-Feb 14:Yr 3&4 Life Skills Program
Week 4
Mon Feb 17: School Photos
Week 5
Mon Feb 24: District Swimming Competition

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Welcome Back!
A warm welcome back to you all to the 2020 school year. I trust that you enjoyed a relaxing time with family
and friends over the Christmas and holiday period. A special warm welcome to all new families who have
joined us at Greythorn this year. I am looking forward to getting to know our new families and I encourage
you from the outset to become involved in all aspects of our wonderful school community.
Noval Coronavirus
We continue to follow the directions and advice from the Department of Education and Training in relation to
the Noval Coronavirus. The Department is continuing to monitor the evolving situation in conjunction with
the Department of Health and Human Services, Commonwealth Chief Medical Officer as well as Victoria’s
Chief Medical Officer.
We continue to be vigilant at school with personal hygiene, encouraging all students across all year levels to
wash their hands at appropriate times throughout the day, as well as encouraging good habits to cover
mouths if coughing or sneezing. The latest update and advice from the Department was sent via on Compass
on Monday morning.
Pick My Project
Work on the project was completed on the very last day of term last year, though access to the space was
not possible until the temporary fencing was removed in mid-January. The completed work has transformed
the area into a wonderful play space for the students and staff to use and enjoy on a daily basis. It is also a
wonderful space for the wider community to utilise out of school hours. The completed project has enhanced
the area aesthetically with the vibrant colours, line marking and addition of the AFL goals. Further
development of the space includes plans to install high fences along Reading Ave and Loma Linda Gve, as well
as the installation of two light towers that would allow for night activities and events.
School Council
School council consists of members from the parent community as well as DET staff. Vacant positions are
currently available this year for those interested in joining. The council has particular functions in setting and
monitoring the school’s operation and direction, as listed below. Being a council member is a great way to
have a direct impact on school governance and decision making and I urge you to consider becoming a
member. Council meets once a month at 7pm.
Members are elected to council for a two year period. The nomination period for school council membership
commences today and closes at 5pm on Wednesday, February 19. Nomination forms are available from the
office.
School councils have three main responsibilities:

finance: overseeing the development of the school’s annual budget and ensuring proper records are
kept of the school’s financial operation

strategic planning: participating in the development and monitoring of the school strategic plan

policy development and review: developing, reviewing and updating policies that reflect a school’s
values and support the school’s broad direction outlined in its strategic plan.
Other key functions of school councils include:

raising funds for school related purposes

maintaining school grounds and facilities

entering into contracts

reporting annually to the school community and the Department

creating interest in the school in the wider community

representing and taking the views of the community into account

regulating and facilitating after-hours use of school premises and grounds

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT CONT.
First Aid/Sickness
The Administration staff, as well as teachers, do a wonderful job on a daily basis when dealing with sick
students and medical issues. If your child/children require medication at school for such conditions as asthma
or anaphylaxis, then please ensure that all medication has been handed in at the office and is accompanied by
the required treatment plan. Also, we do at times get students attending school who are clearly unwell and
should be at home recovering. This is often the case when a student has had a bout of diarrhoea or vomiting
the night before. In these cases, children should be kept at home for at least 24 hrs to allow time for them to
recover properly and ensure that infections are not passed on.
Food Allergies
We have many students at school who suffer from allergic reactions to a wide variety of food stuffs. In some
cases for some students, the reaction, if affected, is severe and can be life-threatening. I ask that you be
conscious of this and assist where necessary in not sending to school particular foods. Though we cannot ban
foods, assisting to eliminate exposure in some classes would be greatly appreciated. Please discuss this issue
with your child’s/children’s teacher/s as they will be able to indicate to you if there is an issue in any class.
Student Safety
The safety of your child/children is our number one priority at school. To assist us with attendance data and
the whereabouts of every student on a daily basis, I ask that you sign your child/children in at the office if they
are late for school. This means anyone arriving after 9am. It is not appropriate to send your child/children in
on their own to the office if they are late. A parent must accompany anyone to sign the late notice and
accompany them to their classroom. Your attention to and assistance with this matter will be very much
appreciated.
Parking/Pick-up & Drop-Off
I urge everyone again this year to follow all road rules during drop-off and pick-up times when within the
vicinity of the school. The safety of all students is paramount during the congested before and after school
periods. I also urge everyone to consider the local residence and be courteous when parking in the
surrounding streets.
PFA Welcome BBQ
The annual PFA Welcome BBQ is being held on Friday, February 28. Sausages and drinks will be provided. The
event commences at 3:30pm and is being held on the basketball court/Tiger turf. All families are invited to
attend with a special invitation to our new Prep families as well as other new families who have joined
Greythorn this year. Games and activities will also be provided for the children to participate in.
Andrew Searle
Principal

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
1:1 Device Program
Our 1:1 device program with BYO iPads has expanded to Year 5 this year.
The Year 3 teachers will introduce iPads into many areas of the curriculum for
students starting this week. At Greythorn we expect the iPads to be used as
needed across all curriculum areas. Some days they will not be used at all and
some days they will be used extensively. It depends on the classroom learning. Curriculum will be delivered
by teachers in many ways, not just with iPads. The device is another tool in the student toolkit that allows
them to publish content in a variety of ways.
We also use Google Apps for Education with our devices. This means students are connected to a suite of
apps that allow them to access teaching content individually. For example a teacher may provide students
with a video about a maths concept. The students can access this through the Google Classroom individually
and then access a maths problem relating to that concept that suited their individual level of understanding.
Students can go back to that video and replay it to suit their individual needs and understanding.
Students access Google Classroom in order to retrieve classroom content from their teacher including
documents, slides, images and video. They use Google Drive as a repository for their work and to curate their
content. Google Docs is word processing. Google Slides is a presentation tool. Google Photos is used as a
repository for images and videos.
All classes will discuss how the iPads are to be safely used in the classroom. Safety relates to both the
physical wellbeing of the device and the virtual wellbeing of the students when using the device.
Important things to remember for students:

Bring it everyday fully charged

Make sure you have all school apps installed

Bring your headphones

Bring your keyboard

Make sure you have a protective cover

No playing games at school, only school apps

Not to be used before or after school at all in the school grounds
Top 10 reasons to have a 1:1 Program
1. So every student has equal access to the same digital resource
2. So that teachers and teams can plan their learning based around this equal access
3. An easy way to capture and reflect on learning
4. Providing students greater flexibility in publication and sharing of work
5. Developing student choice in publication of their work
6. Encourage STEM + coding culture through applications such as MIT's Scratch Junior
7. Providing a platform to more easily globalise student learning through sharing
8. Improving digital literacy
9. Bridges the gap between home and school learning - parents can see the learning occurring in the
classroom.
10. Improved research skills

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT CONT.
Cybersafety
Greythorn will be participating in Internet Safety Day (ISD) next Tuesday 11 th February. ISD is an annual global
event that promotes Cybersafety in schools. All levels of the school will be participating and using various
content including videos, games, presentations and virtual classrooms in order to discuss Cybersafety with
students.
Greythorn is an eSmart school and therefore encourages safe behaviour across the school. eSmart was
started by the Alannah and Madeleine Foundation about 10 years ago and provides a framework for schools in
implementing a culture of cyber safe practices.
Click on the link below to access an excellent example of messaging around Cybersafe practices for upper
primary school students.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bdQBurXQOeQ
Lower Primary we use Hector’s World videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zEA7324y0OA
Middle Primary - Jigsaw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kA60vGu3tH4
These types of videos provoke discussion and are worth watching together at home.
Our Cybersafe curriculum focuses on the following themes:

Keeping personal information to yourself

Privacy

Trust networks

Cyberbullying

Audience

Do you know the people?

Speaking up
Professional Learning
At the beginning of this year staff from Balwyn, Balwyn North, Belmore and Greythorn
Primary Schools were involved in a day with Glen Pearsall. Glen has been working with
our 4 schools for 2 years now. He is a teacher and an outstanding presenter around
effective teaching practices. More specifically he focuses on assessment and feedback
strategies. This presentation focused on feedback strategies in the classroom and ways
to effectively gather data and use it as a tool to inform improved practice.
All staff were involved in CPR First Aid training and are now up to date in CPR and
defibrillator usage.
Duncan Exton
Assistant Principal

MUSIC NEWS
Senior Choir
Senior Choir rehearsals are held on Wednesday mornings at 8:15am
in the school hall. The first rehearsal for the year will be held next
Wednesday 12th February. Choir members need to return their 2020
confirmation forms by next Monday 10th February. We look forward
to a wonderful year of performances.
Instrumental Lessons
Instrumental lessons are available after school in 2020 on a range of instruments including violin,
viola, flute, clarinet and saxophone. Please see myself, or the school office for details if you are
interested. Additional instruments are offered from an external provider and details are available
from the school office.
GYPSIES 2020
The GYPSIES is our school orchestra and is open to anyone who has some experience playing an
orchestral instrument. This year, rehearsals are held on Thursdays from 3:40 – 4:40pm in the
Music Room. The first rehearsal for the year is on Thursday 6th February. Holly Moore is our
orchestra conductor. If you are interested in joining or continuing in the GYPSIES, please see
myself, Mrs Browne or the school office for an enrolment form. Thank you.
Joy Odou
Music Teacher

CSEF News
Dear Parents/Guardians
The Camps Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) is available to eligible families to help pay towards the
costs of excursions, camps and swimming. To determine eligibility please see link:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/CSEF-Application-Form-2020.docx
If you are eligible please complete the 2020 application form and bring it to the school office along with a
valid concession/healthcare card. Applications will not be accepted without a valid healthcare/
concession card. Applications close 26 June 2020.
If you were in receipt of the CSEF in 2019 it is not necessary to complete another application form unless
your circumstances have changed. However, please inform the school that you would like to apply for
CSEF in 2020.

LIBRARY NEWS
Welcome to 2020
The library captains for 2020 are Spencer Dobie and Julian Raghib and they are very
excited about starting Library Club and running competitions.
The library is a very quiet but busy place especially when it is scorching hot outside or freezing. So
many students come in, grab a large pillow and sit and read. Our pillows are used so much that
the material sometimes rips. However, we are very lucky that we have grandparents that are
willing to help repair them. A very special thank you to Margaret Dawson, Zoe Ziebarth’s
grandmother who sewed new pillow cases for us. We are very thankful and grateful. The library is
opened during lunch and after school. Come in and visit and check out what is happening as well
as our new books. Remember, you do not have to wait for your library time to borrow. Return
your books and borrow regularly. Please make sure to look after our books and return them on
time. If you lose or damage a book you will need to pay for it or replace it but I really hope I will
not have to issue any of these notices. So remember to take care of our library books!
Quote of the week:
The only thing you absolutely have to know is the location of the library.’ Albert Einstein
Library Times:
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday – 1:00pm – 1:25pm (1st half lunch)
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday - 3:30pm – 3:45pm.
Library Club: Wednesday 1:00pm – 1:25pm
Mrs Nopi Kenos

Canteen News
The canteen is desperately seeking assistance. If you can spare an
hour or two on a particular day once a month then we need you!
The canteen is a fun way to get involved in the school and kids love
seeing their mums and dads helping out.
Please call or message Suzy on 0422588731
if you are able to assist.

Changes to enforcement photography within local school precinct
We would like to inform you of a recent change to our school parking enforcement process.
Previously, Council’s Parking Officers issued infringement notices without taking photographs
when conducting school parking enforcement. Recent changes to processes and procedures now
require our Officers to take photos of all infringing vehicles whenever possible, irrespective of
location.
As an enforcement agency, we take photographs of vehicles that have received a parking
infringement for breaching the Road Safety Road Rules 2017. This is to document the offence and
assist with any subsequent review or prosecution of an infringement.
The images are stored in a secure system only accessible to authorised staff for processing internal
reviews/appeals and accessible to view online only by the infringement recipient.
All Officers are briefed on appropriate photography protocol and trained to be aware of their
surroundings, including the passing of children and persons when taking photos. It should also be
noted that all Officers have a current Working with Children Check.
We encourage you to share this update with your school community by including it in your school
newsletter/s to ensure parents and guardians are aware of this change and not alarmed should
they witness a Parking Officer taking photos.
We have drafted the following suggested text for your convenience:
Please be aware Council Parking Officers will be taking photos of vehicles that receive a
parking infringement within the surrounds of our school. If you notice an Officer taking
photos, please do not be alarmed. This photography will assist with any subsequent review
or prosecution of an infringement. Officers are thoroughly briefed to ensure they are
aware of the activity surrounding the infringing vehicle, including passing students, when
capturing images.
Should you have any further questions regarding this change in process, please contact Christine
Karabourniotis, Coordinator Local Laws Field Services on 9278 4949 or email
boroondara@boroondara.vic.gov.au.
Best wishes for a successful new school year ahead.
Yours sincerely

